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This book is dedicated to all of my fans for their support in Las Vegas – unparalleled before or since – which made those times so special. Thank you.


About the Book

Ricky Hatton’s brilliance as a boxer, his down-to-earth demeanour and his live-wire sense of humour have made him a national treasure.

Five of Ricky’s biggest and most explosive fights took place in the boxing Mecca of Las Vegas. Tens of thousands of British fans followed him there to watch these monumental bouts, and to soak up the unique atmosphere in Sin City.

In Ricky’s Hatton’s Vegas Tales, he recalls the most memorable moments: from fight negotiations, through trash-talking transatlantic promotional tours, gruelling training camps, bizarre encounters with opponents, fans, A-list celebrities and boxing legends; all the way to fight-week mayhem and the epic post-fight benders that followed.

With contributions from family, friends and the journalists who know him best, tributes from Mexican boxing legends Oscar De La Hoya and Marco Antonio Barrera, plus the hilarious recollections of rock ’n’ roll superstar Noel Gallagher, this is an anecdote-driven romp through all the highs and lows of Ricky’s Vegas fights, and the madness that preceded and followed each bout.

What goes down in Vegas, stays in Vegas … until now!
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Richard ‘Ricky’ Hatton was born in 1978 and grew up in Hattersley, Greater Manchester. As a young amateur fighter he won several British titles and boxed at the World Junior Boxing Championship in Cuba, before turning pro in 1997. He went on to be champion of the world four times at light-welterweight and welterweight, was awarded an MBE for services to sport in 2007 and is widely seen as one of Britain’s greatest ever boxers. He lives in Gee Cross with his girlfriend Jennifer and has three children, Campbell, Millie and Fearne.
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FOREWORD 

Ricky Hatton was one of the rare fighters who wasn’t just a world champion and a boxing superstar, but someone who was just like the fans who paid to see him fight. It wouldn’t be out of the ordinary to see Ricky hanging out with his supporters after one of his big fights in Las Vegas, making sure there was no separation between him and the people.

That attitude came from his upbringing in Manchester, and fame never changed him. That’s why he was one of the most popular boxers of his era. Of course he was a world-class fighter who beat some of the best in the game and also fought the likes of Floyd Mayweather and Manny Pacquiao, but the reason he was so popular was because he wasn’t ‘The Hitman’ to his fans; he was just Ricky, and watching him fight was like watching one of your friends in the ring.

As the fans always sang during his fights, ‘There’s only one Ricky Hatton’.

Oscar De La Hoya Ten-time world boxing champion in six weight
 divisions and founder of Golden Boy Promotions
  January 2015


INTRODUCTION 

Me, in Las Vegas – what could possibly go wrong?

Well, quite a lot as it happens, but I also had the time of my life when I fought there five times between 2007 and 2009.

In this book, I relive my most memorable moments: from fight negotiations, through trash-talking transatlantic promotional tours, gruelling training camps, bizarre encounters with opponents, fans, A-list celebrities and boxing legends; all the way to fight-week mayhem and the epic post-fight benders that followed.

I’ve also asked family, friends, journalists and some of the new friends I made in the UK and America during my Vegas journey to give their side of the stories.

Along the way, you’ll discover the answers to many of the big questions you might have about my Vegas years … and to quite a few more that have probably never crossed your mind.

For example, how did comedian John Bishop help me prepare to fight Floyd Mayweather Jr.?

Why did I get pushed into the Playboy Club in a wheelchair to meet Noel Gallagher?

How did I manage to beat Manny Pacquiao (at darts)?

Why did I blank Brad Pitt?

What caused Team Hatton to have a massive row about biscuits in a Vegas park at 6am?

And how the fuck did a fat little bloke from the Hattersley estate end up topping the bill at the MGM Grand, supported by tens of thousands of travelling Brits?

Yes, it’s all here – the good, the bad and the Pretty Boy Floyd. So sit back – and I hope you enjoy the surreal, crazy ride as much as I did.

Ricky Hatton 

January 2015
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