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				About the Book

				Andrea Levy, author of the Man Booker shortlisted novel THE LONG SONG and the prize-winning, million-copy bestseller SMALL ISLAND, draws together a remarkable collection of short stories from across her writing career, which began twenty years ago with the publication of her first novel, the semi-autobiographical EVERY LIGHT IN THE HOUSE BURNIN’.

				‘None of my books is just about race,’ Levy has said. ‘They’re about people and history.’ Her novels have triumphantly given voice to the people and stories that might have slipped through the cracks in history. From Jamaican slave society in the nineteenth century, through post-war immigration into Britain, to the children of migrants growing up in ’60s London, her books are acclaimed for skilful storytelling and vivid characters. And her unique voice, unflinching but filled with humour, compassion and wisdom, has made her one of the most significant and exciting contemporary authors.

				This collection opens with an essay about how writing has helped Andrea Levy to explore and understand her heritage. She explains the context of each piece within the chronology of her career and finishes with a new story, written to mark the centenary of the outbreak of the Great War in 1914. As with her novels, these stories are at once moving and honest, deft and humane, filled with insight, anger at injustice and her trademark lightness of touch.

			

		

	
		
			
				

				About Andrea Levy
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				Andrea Levy was born in England to Jamaican parents who came to Britain in 1948. After attending writing workshops when she was in her mid-thirties, Levy began to write the novels that she, as a young woman, had always wanted to read – entertaining novels that reflect the experiences of black Britons, which look at Britain and its changing population and at the intimacies that bind British history with that of the Caribbean.

				She has written five novels, including SMALL ISLAND, which was the unique winner of both the Orange Prize for Fiction and the Whitbread Book of the Year, in addition to the Commonwealth Writer’s Prize and the Orange Prize ‘Best of the Best’. Her most recent novel, THE LONG SONG, won the Walter Scott Prize and was shortlisted for the Man Booker Prize.

			

		

	
		
			
				

				Praise

				Acclaim for Andrea Levy’s prize-winning novels

				THE LONG SONG

				‘Told with irresistible cunning; it is captivating, mischievous and optimistic, generating new stories and plot lines throughout the tale’ Daily Telegraph

				‘Beautifully written, intricately plotted, humorous and earthy . . . A marvel of luminous storytelling’ Financial Times

				SMALL ISLAND

				‘Every scene is rich in implication, entrancing and disturbing at the same time; the literary equivalent of a switch-back ride’ The Sunday Times

				‘A great read, delivering the sort of pleasure which has been the stock-in-trade of a long line of English novelists. It’s honest, skillful, thoughtful and important’ Guardian

				FRUIT OF THE LEMON

				‘Levy has a gift for voices . . . a thoughtful comment on racism and the importance of knowing where you are from’ The Sunday Times

				NEVER FAR FROM NOWHERE

				‘In this lively, crisp, raw voice, young black Londoners have found their Roddy Doyle’ Independent on Sunday

				EVERY LIGHT IN THE HOUSE BURNIN’

				‘An extremely powerful novel’ TLS
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