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About the Book

For over three years Jacqueline Doherty has been watching her rock star son’s messy descent into drug addiction. Every step of the way has been charted by a hungry media. And every step of the way has been agony for a loving mum. Pete Doherty’s celebrity means that his addiction has become public property. But Jacqueline is a private person and her painful account is that of any mum – or any parent – trying to help a child in trouble. This is the compelling story of Pete’s childhood, his burgeoning talent, his success as a musician and his drug addiction, set against the backdrop of his loving relationship with his mother and his family. It is a moving memoir of how a happy, middle-class family is coping with a family member opting to love drugs more than he loves them, or himself. It is a memoir that will offer hope to other mothers and families in a similar situation.


About the Author

Jacqueline Doherty was born in Liverpool and has worked as a Registered Nurse for 34 years. She is the wife of an army major, a mother of three, and has lived in Germany, Holland, Cyprus, Northern Ireland and throughout England for the past 30 years. She is a tireless fundraiser and events volunteer for charitable organisations, receiving a commendation in 2003 for her valuable contribution to the community.


Praise

 

‘Emotional and compelling.’ The Times

‘A great book.’ Sun

‘A heartbreaking tale.’ Heat

‘A heart-rending, loving and sometimes amusing book.’ Scotland on Sunday

‘[a] heartbreaking memoir.’ Daily Record


Oh! there is an enduring tenderness in the love of a mother to her son that transcends all other affections of the heart. It is neither to be chilled by selfishness, nor daunted by danger, nor weakened by worthlessness, nor stifled by ingratitude. She will sacrifice every comfort to his convenience; she will surrender every pleasure to his enjoyment; she will glory in his fame, and exult in his prosperity: – and, if misfortune overtake him, he will be the dearer to her from misfortune; and if disgrace settle upon his name, she will still love and cherish him in spite of his disgrace; and if all the world beside cast him off, she will be all the world to him.

Washington Irving


To Peter, love Mum


Acknowledgements

WITH A THANKFUL heart I show my gratitude to all who have helped me tell my story:
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To Alex Hannaford, who held my trust and never betrayed me, and who helped me write this book. Alex came into my life one morning in the late summer of 2005. It had been a hectic morning; the telephone had not stopped ringing with calls from journalist after journalist. I was sitting by the phone, crying, when it rang again: ‘I’m writing a book called Last of the Rock Romantics – it’s about your son,’ Alex told me. I burst into sobs, whilst a very apologetic young man set about trying to restore the damage he thought he’d caused. I explained that I didn’t really mind what was printed about Peter, provided it was the truth. He was very kind and I told him that I, too, was writing a book. He didn’t try to persuade me to talk to him but asked if he might send me his curriculum vitae, which he did in due course. It was a heartening and credible CV and, quite apart from all the work he had accomplished in his life, the one thing that stood out and touched my heart was that he was a volunteer crew member for the Thames Lifeboat. The word ‘volunteer’ means such a lot to me. We kept in touch over the months. He never imposed. He never assumed.

We were not to meet until 12 March 2006, Peter’s twenty-seventh birthday. As I had grown to trust Alex over the months, I called him the previous day and said that I was ready to show him a few sample chapters of my book. We sat in Waterloo Station for an hour and he offered me his support and trust. As we parted company, me on my way to Peter’s for the obligatory birthday jig, he on his way to find me an agent, he probably never saw the tears in my eyes as I mumbled under my breath: ‘His mother must be very proud.’
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But this book is mostly for other mothers who have shared their story with me.
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Author’s Note

The unlikely story … of a likely lad
Peter the drug addict
Peter the prisoner
Peter the errant father
Peter the poet
Peter the prolific writer
Peter the singer
Peter my son, my prodigal son.

How does one begin to express or define another human being? Even when that other human being has been born of one’s own blood, born of one’s own flesh? Even writing about one’s self is such a difficult task, and can depend upon so many factors: one’s mood, one’s perception of life, and the desire to bare one’s soul with a given audience. Removing the façade that has been so carefully built to portray to the world what you want them to perceive is a formidable task.

So this is my story. My story has no ending as yet. With the best will in the world, I have attempted to recount my story as the mother of Peter Doherty Junior. This is the truth as I see it.

When we require peace we must prepare for war, and I know there will be more tears and unending prayers to come.

During the last three years, I have witnessed the media interest in my son turn into media frenzy. This book is about how I have coped and how I am still coping – and, if it should help just one other person, then my efforts will not have been in vain.
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