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    About the Book


    Clemency Shaw, the wife of a prominent doctor, is killed in a tragic fire in Highgate. But the blaze was deliberate, so was
         she or her husband the intended victim? Could the doctor have set it himself to inherit Clemency's large fortune? While Inspector
         Thomas Pitt tries to build a case from the scarce clues, his wife Charlotte retraces the dangerous path that Clemency walked
         in the last months of her life, finding herself enmeshed in a sinister web that stretches from the lowest slums to the loftiest
         centres of power.
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    Anne Perry is a New York Times bestselling author noted for her memorable characters, historical accuracy and exploration
         of social and ethical issues. Her two series, one featuring Thomas Pitt and one featuring William Monk, have been published
         in multiple languages.
      


    Anne Perry was selected by The Times as one of the twentieth century’s ‘100 Masters of Crime’. She lives in Scotland.
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    Praise for Anne Perry:


    ‘A beauty: brilliantly presented, ingeniously developed and packed with political implications that reverberate on every level
         of British society. . .delivers Perry’s most harrowing insights into the secret lives of the elegant Victorians who have long
         enchanted and repelled her’ New York Times Book Review


    ‘Perry’s characters are richly drawn and the plot satisfyingly serpentine’ Booklist


    ‘A complex plot supported by superb storytelling’ Scotland on Sunday


    ‘With its colourful characters and edge-of-the-seat plotting, this is a rich and compelling read’ Good Book Guide


    ‘Perry brings a wealth of historical detail and accuracy to her bestselling novels. . .A murder mystery made to make you think’
         Lancashire Evening Post


    ‘A feeling for atmosphere that would do credit to Dickens and Doyle’ Northern Echo


    ‘A deftly-plotted mystery. As always, Perry brings Victorian London vividly to life’ Historical Novels Review


    ‘[An] engrossing page-turner. . .There’s no one better at using words to paint a scene and then fill it with sounds and smells
         than Anne Perry’ Boston Globe


    ‘Superbly told and richly authentic in its setting’ Peterborough Evening Telegraph

  


  
    

    To Meg MacDonald for her friendship and her unfailing faith in me, and to Meg Davis, for her friendship and her guidance and
         work.
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