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About the Author

M. K. Hume is a retired academic, who is married with two grown-up sons and lives in Queensland, Australia. Having completed an MA and PhD in Arthurian Literature many years ago, M. K. Hume has now written a series of magnificent novels about the legend of King Arthur. For more information visit: www.mkhume.com.
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Praise for M. K. Hume

 

‘Hume brings the bloody, violent, conniving world vividly to life … will appeal to those who thrill to Game of Thrones and other tales of intersecting, ever-warring, noble lineages’ Kirkus Review

‘Hume deftly navigates the Arthurian legends, populating them with likable and despicable characters, and casting them in a fully realized historical setting’ Publishers Weekly

‘Historical fiction of the most bloodthirsty and roistering kind’ Australian Bookseller & Publishers Magazine

‘Exciting, violent and bloody … Up there with Conn Iggulden and Bernard Cornwell’ www.lovereading.co.uk

‘It’s a slice of history that’s totally, utterly believable. Magnificent’ www.booksmonthly.co.uk


About the Book

When the king of the Sae Dene is murdered by treacherous Geats, his young son, Valdar Bjornsen, swears an oath of vengeance. But first he must learn the skills of the sea-faring warriors to prove he is a worthy heir to the throne. Setting sail on his father’s ship, Loki’s Eye, Valdar embarks on a voyage of pillage and murder that earns him the name of Stormbringer. When news of his triumphant conquest reaches Hrolf Kraki, the newly crowned king of the Dene, Valdar is summoned to take on a mission that will change his destiny for ever …


DRAMATIS PERSONAE

NOTE: To simplify the complexity of the characters’ names, the list of characters is depicted in ‘first-name’ order.


	Aednetta Fridasdottar	The witch-woman. She is the paramour of King Hrolf Kraki.

	Alfridda	Stormbringer’s sister. She lives at The Holding.

	Arod	The twin brother of Erikk, young boys from a fishing village in Skania.

	Beowulf	Epic poem of a Geat warrior/king who is allied with King Hrogar, King of the Danes, against Grendel, a monster, and Grendel’s mother.

	Bjorn Half-Blind	The Sae Dene king. Husband of Katya. Father of Valdar Bjornsen, who becomes the Stormbringer. He is the stepfather of Alfridda.

	Erikk	The twin brother of Arod. They are young boys from a fishing village in Skania.

	Frey Olaffsen	The wife of Gunnar Olaffsen.

	Gunnar Olaffsen	A fisherman who lives at The Holding.

	Heardred	King of the Geats.

	Holmger Fat-Belly	A giant Geat warrior who opposes Valdar at the battle near the mouth of the Vagus River.

	Hrolf Kraki	Also called the Storm Crow. He is the King of the Dene and rules from his palace in Heorot.

	Karlsefni	The headman of a small fishing village in Skania.

	Katrind	A wise-woman who bakes bread at a small fishing village in Skania.

	Katya		Bjorn’s young wife.

	Leif Long-Shanks	Valdar’s second in command during the raids into Gotland.

	Rolf Sea-Shaper	The helmsman on Loki’s Eye.

	Sea-Singer	An ancient fisherman who instructs Valdar about sailing.

	Sigurd		Also called Baggy-Britches. He was the husband of Alfridda, the mistress of The Holding.

	Snaer	A hated Dene king who usurped the throne from Hrolf Kraki and ruled in his place for some years. Hrolf Kraki would later overthrow Snaer and return from his banishment.

	Thora	The bride that Stormbringer found under a cherry tree.

	Thord	A young Dene man who serves on Valdar’s longboat.

	Thorquil	Valdar Bjornsen’s great-uncle. Regent to the crown of the Sae Dene.

	Valdar Bjornsen	Son of Bjorn, the Sae Dene king. Valdar will eventually become the Sae Dene king himself. He earns the name of Stormbringer.
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