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[image: image]

Julia Keller was born and raised in Huntington, West Virginia. Previously the chief book critic for The Chicago Tribune, she has also taught both creative and non-fiction writing at Princeton, the University of Notre Dame and the University of Chicago, and won the Pulitzer Prize for feature writing in 2005. Her first novel, A KILLING IN THE HILLS, was highly acclaimed and won the Barry Award for the Best First Mystery Novel of 2012. The rest of the Bell Elkins series is also available from Headline.


About the Book

Attorney Bell Elkins’s days are taken up by the high-profile cases that she prosecutes in Raythune County, West Virginia, a region scarred by poverty and prescription drug abuse. But her nights are very different.

Volunteering at an auxiliary intensive care unit where nurses deal with the youngest and most vulnerable victims of drug abuse – children born to mothers addicted to painkillers – is not for the faint-hearted but Bell feels a desperate need to help. Rocking ailing infants to sleep at the Evening Street care facility, she provides what medical science – for all of its marvels – cannot: a simple human touch.

One terrifying night, though, a distraught father breaks in and holds the staff and Bell hostage, demanding a reckoning for a family grudge. The drama quickly escalates towards a lethal flashpoint. At the centre of it all is a baby, only hours old. Can Bell ensure that he, indeed that all of the babies, survive the night?
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Praise for Julia Keller:

‘A gripping, beautifully crafted murder-mystery’ Scott Turow

‘A beautiful writer’ Michael Connelly

‘The scenery is stunning . . . brilliantly presented. The quality of the writing lifts it far above standard fare’ Guardian

‘A remarkably written and remarkably tense debut. I loved it’ Dennis Lehane

‘A rare talent and a must read’ Karin Slaughter

‘Atmospheric, suspenseful, assured. I hope there’s more to come in the story of Bell Elkins and Acker’s Gap’ Laura Lippman

‘Plenty of twists and turns and a shocking conclusion’ Kirkus

‘[This] promises to be an addictive new series’ Good Housekeeping

‘Bell Elkins has a sure fire future in the hearts of crime fans the world over, as has Julia Keller’ Yorkshire Evening Post
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