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Julia Keller was born and raised in Huntington, West Virginia. Previously the chief book critic for the Chicago Tribune, she has also taught both creative and non-fiction writing at Princeton, the University of Notre Dame and the University of Chicago, and won the Pulitzer Prize for feature writing in 2005. Her first novel, A KILLING IN THE HILLS, was highly acclaimed and won the Barry Award for the Best First Mystery Novel of 2012. Subsequent novels in the Bell Elkins series, BITTER RIVER and SUMMER OF THE DEAD, are also available from Headline.


About the Book

Bell Elkins, prosecuting attorney and small-town heroine of Pulitzer Prize winner Julia Keller’s A Killing in the Hills, Bitter River and Summer of the Dead takes on her most personal case yet in this exclusive digital novella.

Teresa Dolan’s disappearance was never reported to the police. Because no one but her young daughters thought it suspicious. And her abusive husband Donnie certainly didn’t want the police hanging around.

Bell Elkins and her sister Shirley grew up thinking their father had murdered their mother. But, with no body, no police involvement and no proof, justice was never served.

Forty years later Bell’s life has settled into a distorted rhythm. Then she receives a phone call that shatters her world.

Human remains have been found in the scrubland just outside town. And they belong to her mother.
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Praise for Julia Keller:
   
‘A gripping, beautifully crafted murder-mystery’ Scott Turow

‘The scenery is stunning . . . brilliantly presented. The quality of the writing lifts it far above standard fare’ Guardian

‘A remarkably written and remarkably tense debut. I loved it’ Dennis Lehane

‘A rare talent and a must read’ Karin Slaughter

‘Atmospheric, suspenseful, assured. I hope there’s more to come in the story of Bell Elkins and Acker’s Gap’ Laura Lippman

‘Plenty of twists and turns and a shocking conclusion.’ Kirkus

‘[This] promises to be an addictive new series’ Good Housekeeping

‘Bell Elkins has a sure fire future in the hearts of crime fans the world over, as has Julia Keller’ Yorkshire Evening Post
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