
      
      
         [image: Cover Image]


      
   

      
Murder makes an Entrée

Amy Myers

The fifth Auguste Didier crime novel

[image: Image]






Copyright © 1992 Amy Myers

The right of Amy Myers to be identified as the Author of the Work has been asserted

by her in accordance with the Copyright, Designs and Patents Act 1988.

Apart from any use permitted under UK copyright law, this publication may only be reproduced, stored, or transmitted, in any form, or by any means, with prior permission in writing of the publishers or, in the case of reprographic production, in accordance with the terms of licences issued by the Copyright Licensing Agency.

First published as an Ebook by

Headline Publishing Group in 2013

All characters in this publication – other than the obvious historical characters – are fictitious and any resemblance to real persons, living or dead, is purely coincidental.

Cataloguing in Publication Data is available from the British Library


eISBN 978 1 4722 1387 7

Cover illustration by Fred Preston


HEADLINE PUBLISHING GROUP

An Hachette UK Company

338 Euston Road

London NW1 3BH

www.headline.co.uk

www.hachette.co.uk





      
      Contents

      Title Page

      Copyright Page


      About the Author

      Also By

      About the Book

      Dedication

      Author’s Note

      Floor Plans


      Chapter One

      
      Chapter Two

      
      Chapter Three

      
      Chapter Four

      
      Chapter Five

      
      Chapter Six

      
      Chapter Seven

      
      Chapter Eight

      
      Chapter Nine

      
      Chapter Ten

      
      Chapter Eleven

      
      Chapter Twelve

      
   



      
      

      
      Amy Myers was born in Kent. After taking a degree in English Literature, she was director of a London publishing company and
         is now a writer and a freelance editor. She is married to an American and they live in a Kentish village on the North Downs.
         As well as writing the hugely popular Auguste Didier crime series, Amy Myers has also written five Kentish sagas, under the
         name Harriet Hudson, that are also available in ebook from Headline.
      

      
      Praise for Amy Myers’ previous Victorian crime novels featuring Auguste Didier, also available in ebook from Headline:

      
      ‘Wittily written and intricately plotted with some fine characterisation. Perfection’ Best

      
      ‘Reading like a cross between Hercule Poirot and Mrs Beeton . . . this feast of entertainment is packed with splendid late-Victorian
         detail’ Evening Standard

      
      ‘What a marvellous tale of Victorian mores and murders this is – an entertaining whodunnit that whets the appetite of mystery
         lovers and foodies alike’ Kent Today

      
      ‘Delightfully written, light, amusing and witty. I look forward to Auguste Didier’s next banquet of delights’ Eastern Daily Press

      
      ‘Plenty of fun, along with murder and mystery . . . as brilliantly coloured as a picture postcard’ Dartmouth Chronicle

      
      ‘Classically murderous’ Woman’s Own

      
      ‘An amusing Victorian whodunnit’ Netta Martin, Annabel

      
      ‘Impossible to put down’ Kent Messenger

      
      ‘An intriguing Victorian whodunnit’ Daily Examiner

   



      
      
      Also by Amy Myers and available in ebook from Headline

      Victorian crime series featuring Auguste Didier

      
      1. Murder in Pug’s Parlour

      
      2. Murder in the Limelight

      
      3. Murder at Plum’s

      
      4. Murder at the Masque

      
      5. Murder makes an Entrée

      
      6. Murder under the Kissing Bough

      
      7. Murder in the Smokehouse

      
      8. Murder at the Music Hall

      
      9. Murder in the Motor Stable

      
      And Kentish sagas written under the name Harriet Hudson also available in ebook from Headline

      
      Look for Me by Moonlight

      
      When Nightingales Sang

      
      The Sun in Glory

      
      The Wooing of Katie May

      
      The Girl from Gadsby’s

   



      
      About the Book

      
      Only a dinner of first-class excellence can tempt the Prince of Wales to endure the ordeal of being the president of the Society
         of Literary Lionisers. And he ensures this by insisting that the year’s highlight, the banquet at Broadstairs, will be cooked
         by master chef Auguste Didier.
      

      
      Broadstairs is famed not only as a seaside resort but also as the holiday haunt of Charles Dickens – the author the Society
         has chosen to lionise for the year of the Prince’s presidency. The banquet, attended by six Peggottys, two Betsy Trotwoods,
         a couple of Little Dorrits, a Scrooge and a Mr Pickwick, not to mention a highly emotional Miss Havisham, passes off well
         – but the readings that follow do not. In the middle of the murder scene from Oliver Twist, the reader Sir Thomas Throgmorton
         collapses and dies.
      

      
      It is soon realised that he has been poisoned, and Inspector Naseby of the local constabulary believes Didier’s banquet is
         to blame – after all, what can you expect when a foreigner cooks the food? Luckily Inspector Egbert Rose of Scotland Yard
         is on hand to help Didier’s investigations to prove his innocence of this most heinous of accusations.
      

   



      
      
      

      
      For my mother

      
      and in memory of my father

      
      upon whose shelves

      
      I first met Mr Dickens

   



      
      
      Author’s Note

      
      Broadstairs today is very much the same delightful place as when Auguste Didier visited it, and the Royal Albion Hotel with
         its Dickensian history flourishes in Albion Street. The latter’s inhabitants in this novel, however, are fictitious, as is
         the Imperial Hotel.
      

      
      My gratitude for their help is due to Mr Peter Roger (Royal Albion Hotel), Mr Alan Robinson, and the staffs of Lenham, Broadstairs
         and Margate Public Libraries; among written sources to Cedric Dickens’s delightful Dining with Dickens (Elvendon Press, 1984); to Natalie Greenwood who so expertly sketched the Imperial Hotel for Inspector Rose; to my mother
         for her help on Victorian dress; and to my agent Dot Lumley and editor Jane Morpeth for their constant enthusiasm and support.
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