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About the Book

The fourth ebook-exclusive novella in a brand new series set in Roman Britain, AD 44.

In the winter of AD 44, Rome’s plan to install a friendly king in the most hostile area of Britannia is facing a new threat. There are rumours of a traitor close to the king, and a new enemy is gathering strength beyond the marshes. As the king continues with his plans to Romanise his subjects, Horatius Figulus, a junior officer in the Second Legion, is charged with training up the royal bodyguard. But when a trap is sprung on the Roman army, a secretive Druid sect seizes power and takes the king hostage.

Now Figulus must infiltrate the enemy ranks, release the king and track down the elusive leader of the Druids, before the whole of Britannia descends into bloody chaos …


About Simon Scarrow and T. J. Andrews
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Simon Scarrow is the No. 1 bestselling author of twenty-two historical novels. After a childhood spent travelling the world, he pursued his great love of history as a teacher, before becoming a full-time writer. His legendary Roman soldier heroes Cato and Macro stormed the bookshops in UNDER THE EAGLE, and have subsequently appeared in Sunday Times bestsellers including BROTHERS IN BLOOD, THE BLOOD CROWS, CENTURION and THE GLADIATOR.

Simon Scarrow is the author, with T. J. Andrews, of ARENA, featuring gladiator hero Pavo, and the INVADER series, which can be discovered online, taking up the story of the Roman officer Figulus.

For exciting news, extracts and exclusive content from Simon visit www.simonscarrow.co.uk, follow him on Twitter @SimonScarrow or like his author page on Facebook/OfficialSimonScarrow.

T. J. Andrews was born near Barking Abbey and grew up in Essex, not far from the ancient Roman garrison at Colchester. After several years in publishing he became a full-time writer. He lives in London.
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Praise for Simon Scarrow

‘I really don’t need this kind of competition … It’s a great read’ Bernard Cornwell

‘Rollicking good fun’ Mail on Sunday

‘Scarrow’s [novels] rank with the best’ Independent

‘[Simon Scarrow] blends together the historical facts and characters to create a book that simply cannot be put down … Highly recommended’ Historical Novels Review

‘A satisfyingly bloodthirsty, bawdy romp … perfect for Bernard Cornwell addicts who will relish its historical detail and fast-paced action. Storming stuff!’ Good Book Guide

‘A fast-moving and exceptionally well-paced historical thriller’ BBC History Magazine


List of Players

Romans

Horatius Figulus: optio of the Sixth Century, Fifth Cohort in the Second Legion, and commanding officer of the detachment assigned to the imperial envoy.

Titus Terentius Rullus: the longest-serving legionary in the Sixth Century, and second-in-command of the detachment under Figulus.

Gaius Arrius Helva: a new recruit from Campania.

Numerius Scylla: an imperial envoy from Rome tasked with overseeing Trenagasus’s reign. 

Titus Cosconianus: prefect in charge of the Batavian auxiliary cohort at the fort in Lindinis.

Vespillo: a centurion in the Batavian ranks.

Aulus Vitellius: tribune and acting commander of the Second Legion forces at Calleva.

Britons

Trenagasus: an exiled king, recently returned to the Durotrigan throne with Rome’s backing.

Ancasta: the king’s daughter.

Bellicanus: a Durotrigan noble close to Trenagasus, and captain of the king’s new royal bodyguard.

Andocommius: a native warrior recruited to the royal bodyguard. 

Calumus: the High Priest of the Dark Moon Druids, a fanatical sect bitterly opposed to Rome and sworn to repel the legions from their land.
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