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Praise for Helen Walsh

‘A gripping, sexy summer read’ Jenny Colgan

‘She will knock you sideways’ Guardian

‘Wonderful’ The Times

‘Breathtaking’ Daily Telegraph

‘A combustible combination of raw emotion and deep compassion’ Independent

‘Urgent … clings to you past the last page’ New York Times


About the Book

He is right across the bay, in the place where the hippy chick dived in. He moves through the water in slow, strong strokes. Jenn takes off her sunglasses, wipes them on her shirt and puts them back on. He pulls himself up onto a little plateau with effortless grace. He has his back to her. There’s no performance – he’s exhilarated, out there.

One hot summer. One week in a villa on the outskirts of Deià, a village nestling in the rugged, mountainous west coast of the island of Mallorca. One family for whom the carefully laid jigsaw of life is about to be broken.

Jenn and her husband Greg holiday each year in Deià, enjoying languorous afternoons by the pool. But this year the equilibrium is upset by the arrival of Emma, Jenn’s stepdaughter, and her boyfriend Nathan. Beautiful and reckless, Nathan stirs something unexpected in Jenn. As she is increasingly seduced by the notion of Nathan’s youth and the promise of passion, the line between desire and obsession begins to blur. What follows is a highly charged liaison that puts lives and relationships in jeopardy, and a taut narrative which percolates with enough sexual tension to make it impossible to put down.

Sultry, spare and brilliantly paced, THE LEMON GROVE is a meditation on female desire, the variations of marriage, and the politics of raising other people’s children. It is the work of a writer acutely alive to the complex workings of the human heart.


For my family,
And especially L.S.


But suddenly, after these tranquil nights, the weather broke.

George Sand
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