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For Rena


 

The Imagination is not a State: it is the Human Existence itself.

William Blake, Milton: A Poem in Two Books

I’ve dreamt in my life dreams that have stayed with me ever after, and changed my ideas; they’ve gone through and through me, like wine through water, and altered the colour of my mind.

Emily Brontë, Wuthering Heights

If we are going to make further progress in Artificial Intelligence we are going to have to give up our awe of living things.

Daniel Dennett, Speaking Minds: Interviews with Twenty Eminent Cognitive Scientists
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Rachel picked up the magazine that Eliza had left in the kitchen. The cover was a drawing of a tree with the roots embedded in a man’s head and above him a blowsy crown of leafed branches arched towards the sun. It wasn’t a typical image for Eliza’s reading matter. Rachel turned the page.

‘Thought experiments are devices of the imagination used to investigate the nature of things.’

That’s a lot, thought Rachel. But she liked the sound of it. It tickled her to think of stories being used by scientists. I could be a thought experiment, something Eliza has dreamed up to challenge her hardened reasoning.

‘If I were a thought experiment,’ Rachel asked Eliza as they got into bed that night, ‘What one would I be?’

‘I’m not sure you can be a thought experiment,’ Eliza said. ‘They are supposed to help you think about a problem.’

‘If you can imagine it, then it is possible.’

‘That is one theory.’

‘So,’ Rachel pushed away the book Eliza had picked up and blinked at her girlfriend. ‘Imagine me.’

Eliza smiled and shook her head. ‘This is what happens when the fanciful encounter the factual.’

‘I’m not sure which is which here. Quit stalling.’ Rachel prodded Eliza’s armpit.

‘Fine! You want to be a thought experiment? You can be a zombie! No, no, I’ve got it. You would be, yes, Hume’s Missing Shade of Blue. The colour he has never seen but can still visualise. Happy?’

Hume’s Missing Shade of Blue, thought Rachel as she laid her head on the pillow. Yes. I can be that. ‘Tell me some more.’
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