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To all cyclists who love to get out the maps
and go where they have never ridden, don’t ever lose
your wonder about what is down that road, behind
that hill or beyond that horizon.
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2 | WHAT THIS BOOK IS ABOUT


WHAT THIS BOOK IS ABOUT AND
SOME THINGS TO CONSIDER




This book follows on from Wild

Cycling, a pocket guide to fifty great

rides off the beaten track in Britain.

It adds an element of challenge to the

joys of finding, planning and following

routes that are quirky, adventurous or

simply away from the mainstream.

As with the rides described in Wild

Cycling, those in Really Wild Cycling

are not necessarily prescriptive; they

are not a list to be ticked off, but

suggestions. They are meant to show

the wild cycling potential of different

parts of the country, as well as acting

as templates for wild cycling

challenges you put together yourself.

Just take two examples. Ride 15,

On the Beaches, could be copied in any

coastal area. As can ride 13, Spinal Tap,

in any upland region. There are many

more rides like them, challenges that

can be repeated in similar areas

throughout the UK and the wider world.

The other attraction of this kind of

wild cycling is planning the rides. I find

planning new routes as much fun as

riding them, and I know I’m not alone.

We are very lucky, too, with so much

computer software and so many apps

these days designed to help us navigate

around the planet on our bikes.




My favourite maps, and the ones

that I think best suit the needs of

adventurous cyclists, are the Ordnance

Survey (OS) 1: 50,000 scale Landranger

series, which is available on memory-

map GPS navigation software www.

memory-map.co.uk. Using Memory

Map software you can have the whole

OS 1: 50,000 scale Landranger Map

series on your PC, lap-top or other

device. You can then upload any routes

you plan to GPS navigation devices.

There are other very good maps and

systems you can use, but I realise my

preference for OS maps is because

when I started going out and exploring

on two wheels they were by far the

best. I was a teenager then, and even I

have to admit that was some time ago.

I still enjoy it as much as ever, though.

I know there is other mapping software

out there, and I’ve heard good things

about lots of it, so go with what you

think is best to plan your routes and

find your way.

You might already plan your own

routes and bike adventures. If not, I

really hope you start doing so. There’s a

joy to be had from looking at a map and

seeing a way to cross it by cycling

off-road trails and back-country lanes.
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Then there’s the satisfaction of having

ridden the route you planned, and the

bonus of setting yourself a challenge,

as I’ve done with the rides in Really

Wild Cycling.

Before you plan your routes,

though, there are some things you

need to know about access rights. The

main off-road rights of way for cyclists

in England and Wales are along

bridleways, which are represented on

the OS 1: 50,000 Landranger by

long-dashed red lines. Short-dashed

red lines are footpaths, and at the

moment, in England at least, cyclists

aren’t allowed to ride along footpaths.

However, there are moves to open up

some footpaths to cyclists, and you can

often shadow big long-distance-

footpath walks. In fact, I set that as one

of the challenges in this book with Ride

21, Wolds Way by Bike. Cyclist access

in Scotland is different and a little less

restrictive, so long as you follow the

guidelines you will find on www.

outdooraccess-scotland.scot.

Many of the rides in Really Wild

Cycling use bridleways, but I have also

used tiny lanes (shown in yellow on

Landranger maps, the width of the

yellow strip being broadly proportional

to the width of the lane), as well as

designated cycle routes created by

bodies such as the creator of the

National Cycle Network, Sustrans.

I have used some designated cycle

routes for part of or the whole way

because they are really enjoyable to




ride, and in the case of rides like 24 and

25, parts 1 and 2 of the Coast-to-Coast

Route, they are challenges worth

completing simply to say you have done

them as well as for the sheer enjoyment

they offer. Some of the rides in Really

Wild Cycling are all on roads, but such

roads are those only locals know, and

even they use them infrequently.

There are other small lanes,

depicted on Landranger by parallel

narrow black lines. However, those

lanes sometimes have local rights in

force, and occasionally they are the

private drive to a house or farm. The

ones I use in Really Wild Cycling are

those where I’m sure there is a right of

way for cyclists. Where you have to use

a surfaced lane it’s better to stick to the

yellow ones on the map, or those that

are part of a designated cycle route.

I have used a few B-roads where it’s

unavoidable, and very occasionally a

short stretch of A-road, although I

tried to do so only if there was a cycle

path running alongside it. Sometimes

when you’re planning a different type

of challenge, as I did with Ride 1,

Around Your Town, the first ride in

Really Wild Cycling and a one-off, you

have to compromise.

Around Your Town reflects the

book’s spirit. It’s a ride right around my

nearest town, Doncaster, and I did it by

staying as close to the town as possible

without entering it, while at the same

time using bridleways, trails and back

roads. I’m not expecting many people
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