
[image: Illustration]



 

 

Nick Holt has published a number of books on sport, music, film and other aspects of popular culture. He compiled the bestselling Quizmaster.


Also by Nick Holt

The Mammoth Quiz Book

The Mammoth Book of the World Cup

The Mammoth Football Quiz Book


The Mammoth
General Knowledge Quiz Book

Nick and Nicole Holt

___________

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

[image: Illustration]


 

 

ROBINSON

First published in Great Britain in 2019 by Robinson

Copyright © Nick Holt, 2019

The moral right of the author has been asserted.

All rights reserved.

No part of this publication may be reproduced, stored in a retrieval system, or transmitted, in any form, or by any means, without the prior permission in writing of the publisher, nor be otherwise circulated in any form of binding or cover other than that in which it is published and without a similar condition including this condition being imposed on the subsequent purchaser.

A CIP catalogue record for this book is available from the British Library

ISBN: 978-1-47214-114-9

Robinson

An imprint of

Little, Brown Book Group

Carmelite House

50 Victoria Embankment

London EC4Y 0DZ

An Hachette UK Company
www.hachette.co.uk

www.littlebrown.co.uk


Contents

___________

    1 Happy birthday, me

Answers

    2 US presidents

Answers

    3 In the news

Answers

    4 People and places

Answers

    5 Mixed bag

Answers

    6 Sport – mixed

Answers

    7 Here comes the summer

Answers

    8 Oscar time

Answers

    9 Money-go-round

Answers

  10 Military might

Answers

  11 This or that

Answers

  12 Music

Answers

  13 Name the year

Answers

  14 SFTV

Answers

  15 Frederick

Answers

  16 Vocab test

Answers

  17 Food and drink

Answers

  18 Canada

Answers

  19 Mixed bag

Answers

  20 Movie mixed bag

Answers

  21 Kings

Answers

  22 Kings and queens

Answers

  23 Queens

Answers

  24 World Cup records

Answers

  25 Lords and ladies

Answers

  26 Identify and explain

Answers

  27 A pot pourri of pointless trivia

Answers

  28 The appliance of science

Answers

  29 Mixed bag – with a connection

Answers

  30 Arts and lit – mixed bag

Answers

  31 Mommie dearest

Answers

  32 Sitcoms

Answers

  33 Rattle bag

Answers

  34 Exploding drummers

Answers

  35 This or that

Answers

  36 Asia

Answers

  37 Mixing bowl

Answers

  38 Music mix-tape

Answers

  39 Odd ones out

Answers

  40 Art for art’s sake

Answers

  41 It’s all just Greek to me

Answers

  42 Terms scientific

Answers

  43 Horse and carriage

Answers

  44 History mash

Answers

  45 Stuff

Answers

  46 Olympians

Answers

  47 All sorts

Answers

  48 Film night

Answers

  49 The book of David

Answers

  50 And the . . .

Answers

  51 More stuff

Answers

  52 Animal instincts

Answers

  53 Life stories

Answers

  54 River runs

Answers

  55 What do you know?

Answers

  56 American arts

Answers

  57 By George!

Answers

  58 The noble game

Answers

  59 Oh, those Russians

Answers

  60 History mix

Answers

  61 May 21

Answers

  62 Movies

Answers

  63 Brown-envelope quiz

Answers

  64 Science

Answers

  65 General knowledge

Answers

  66 Name the album

Answers

  67 Words of love

Answers

  68 People and places

Answers

  69 This or that

Answers

  70 Match the painter

Answers

  71 Happy birthday

Answers

  72 Religious history

Answers

  73 Mixed bag

Answers

  74 Where in the world?

Answers

  75 Stuff (again)

Answers

  76 American sport

Answers

  77 American English

Answers

  78 World of film

Answers

  79 Namesakes

Answers

  80 Bastille day week

Answers

  81 Barbed tongues

Answers

  82 Music

Answers

  83 This or that

Answers

  84 TV crime

Answers

  85 Mixed bag

Answers

  86 How’s your Latin?

Answers

  87 What’s my line?

Answers

  88 The States

Answers

  89 Aggregator

Answers

  90 Movies

Answers

  91 Italy

Answers

  92 History mixed bag

Answers

  93 Radio days

Answers

  94 Sports match

Answers

  95 Mixed bag

Answers

  96 Music

Answers

  97 Banks

Answers

  98 Science stuff

Answers

  99 Holidays

Answers

100 The Bard

Answers

101 Food and drink

Answers

102 Grown-up telly

Answers

103 Pirates

Answers

104 Film stuff

Answers

105 Who is Being Described?

Answers

106 Welcome to the North

Answers

107 This or that

Answers

108 Lyrics

Answers

109 Stuff, stuffand more stuff

Answers

110 Opera

Answers

111 For Pete’s sake

Answers

112 Science – birdlife

Answers

113 Oddles

Answers

114 Soviet block (sic)

Answers

115 Keep up with the Joneses

Answers

116 Mixed sport

Answers

117 Games

Answers

118 Dogs on film

Answers

119 All sorts

Answers

120 Name the album

Answers

121 Only connect

Answers

122 General science

Answers

123 Tomfoolery

Answers

124 This way and that

Answers

125 New York, New York

Answers

126 Theatre

Answers

127 Nicks

Answers

128 Sport

Answers

129 This or that

Answers

130 History of the US

Answers

131 Lawmakers

Answers

132 Movie mix

Answers

133 Harry Potter

Answers

134 Science mix

Answers

135 General knowledge

Answers

136 War songs

Answers

137 Load of balls

Answers

138 People and places

Answers

139 Numbers

Answers

140 Identify these fictional characters

Answers

141 More general knowledge

Answers

142 Germany

Answers

143 This or that

Answers

144 People and places

Answers

145 Jacks of all trades

Answers

146 FA Cup

Answers

147 Middle names

Answers

148 Movie stuff

Answers

149 All about me

Answers

150 The Second World War

Answers

151 Identify

Answers

152 Musical numbers

Answers

153 Elementary

Answers

154 Game of Thrones

Answers

155 Only connect . . .

Answers

156 Words, words, words

Answers

157 Food and drink

Answers

158 This is England

Answers

159 All sorts

Answers

160 Movie mix

Answers

161 Odds and sods

Answers

162 LGBT

Answers

163 Robins

Answers

164 World Cup heroes

Answers

165 Rogers

Answers

166 Music mix

Answers

167 This or that

Answers

168 Explain these names or terms

Answers

169 Moon

Answers

170 Characterful

Answers

171 New moons

Answers

172 TV crime

Answers

173 Numbers

Answers

174 Movies

Answers

175 Apples

Answers

176 Cambridge

Answers

177 WTF?

Answers

178 Music and movies

Answers

179 Drink ads

Answers

180 Art palette

Answers

181 Threads

Answers

182 Mixed science

Answers

183 Julie, Julia, Jools . . .

Answers

184 November 5

Answers

185 Arts and literature

Answers

186 Sport mix

Answers

187 France

Answers

188 Movie mix

Answers

189 Mixed bag

Answers

190 Music books

Answers

191 Mixed bag

Answers

192 Science

Answers

193 Mixed bag

Answers

194 Geography

Answers

195 Mixed bag

Answers

196 Arts and literature

Answers

197 Catchphrases

Answers

198 Premier League

Answers

199 Food and drink

Answers

200 History

Answers

201 Mixed bag

Answers

202 Who?

Answers

203 This or that

Answers

204 Science

Answers

205 General knowledge

Answers

206 Music mix

Answers

207 In which year . . .

Answers

208 New Zealand

Answers

209 Mixed bag

Answers

210 Artists

Answers

211 Numbers

Answers

212 The United States

Answers

213 General knowledge

Answers

214 People and places

Answers

215 Steve! Steve!

Answers

216 Sport

Answers

217 Hallowe’en

Answers

218 Movies

Answers

219 Mixed bag

Answers

220 Women’s movement

Answers

221 TV chefs

Answers

222 Music mix-tape

Answers

223 This or that

Answers

224 TV dramas

Answers

225 More allsorts

Answers

226 Words – languages

Answers

227 Mixed bag

Answers

228 New England

Answers

229 Encore du stuff

Answers

230 Sci-fi movies

Answers

231 Modern America

Answers

232 Bungs and bribes

Answers

233 Double Dave

Answers

234 Mixed sports

Answers

235 Jesus

Answers

236 Name the band

Answers

237 This or that

Answers

238 Do the maths

Answers

239 Mixed bag

Answers

240 Books do furnish a room

Answers

241 Odds bodkins

Answers

242 Light entertainment

Answers

243 Dogs

Answers

244 Movie mix

Answers

245 Name the year

Answers

246 People and places

Answers

247 Food and drink

Answers

248 Lyrics

Answers

249 Stuff

Answers

250 Shakespeare quotes

Answers

251 Dan

Answers

252 The appliance of science

Answers

253 Acronyms

Answers

254 November 23

Answers

255 Only connect

Answers

256 Sport mix

Answers

257 Zodiac

Answers

258 Film show

Answers

259 Pairs

Answers

260 Music mix

Answers

261 The sea, the sea

Answers

262 Science

Answers

263 Numbers

Answers

264 Australia

Answers

265 This or that

Answers

266 The Horror!

Answers

267 Jobs

Answers

268 Champions League

Answers

269 Not so Christmas carols

Answers

270 History

Answers

271 Stuff about aliens

Answers

272 Movies – oh Danny boy

Answers

273 Barn dance

Answers

274 Science and nature

Answers

275 December 25

Answers

276 Music

Answers

277 Christmas food (sort of)

Answers

278 People and places

Answers

279 Cryptic carols

Answers

280 Last words

Answers


Introduction

___________

This is the umpteenth quiz book I’ve written and, I think, the best. I think it’s the best because it’s been tried and tested in front of a demanding audience.

For the last two years, my wife, Nicole, and I have been running a pub, The Stag Inn in Hastings. It’s a small pub tucked away in a corner of Hastings Old Town, with very little passing trade, so we need ways of encouraging people to come through the door, even during quiet times. Hence, we started a Monday Quiz Night; it seemed a no-brainer, given I had previous as a quiz-book compiler. Before we took over, the pub wasn’t even open on a Monday (a notoriously quiet night in the town, especially out of season). The pub seats forty-four. On a Monday, forty-four people is a quiet one – we often get upwards of fifty people crammed into the place.

Fifty customers make it an important night for the business, so we must get it right. Quizzes are social occasions and people want to feel part of the group. We hand out popcorn and liberal doses of banter, and we try to make sure everyone is comfortable, from the regulars to the odd random visitor who fancies having a go. We pitch the questions to our audience, who is mainly over thirty-five years old and pretty well educated. This doesn’t make The Stag any different from most pubs that run a regular quiz; this is the general demographic both for pub quizzes and for quiz books. We do get some younger folk in – and we do mix it up occasionally to give them a better chance. The formula seems to work.

Hopefully this formula will translate into a fun book for the reader. Don’t expect to breeze in and get ten out of ten every time, especially if you’re just browsing through while you take a bath – some of the quizzes are far from easy. For a few of the quizzes, I’ve given a guide score that I think a team of four people should be able to get. Ten out of a ten means the quizmaster got the round wrong – a good score should be eight, not ten, and a low score should be four, not seven.

If you are using the book to host your own quiz (which is fine, by the way), remember to try to include a round that gives all the people attending a chance. If you think the quizzes are too tough, you can always make them multiple choice and give three alternative answers. There are some multi-choice questions included, but they tend to be a little off the wall.

One last thing: pub owners (Wetherspoons apart) aren’t wealthy people; theirs is one of the toughest trades around. So when you go to a pub quiz, buy a couple of drinks, or you may find the pub isn’t there the next time you visit.

Happy quizzing.

Nick & Nicole


QUIZ 1. HAPPY BIRTHDAY, ME

___________

Let’s start with an important date, shall we? August 13 is my birthday, on which occasion I presented the Quizzers with a series of questions about people who were born or died on the same date.

  1. Annie Oakley, born 1860, was a female sharpshooter who was the subject of the 1946 musical Annie Get Your Gun. Who wrote the musical?

  2. Which important Victorian reformer, who founded St Thomas’ Nursing School, died on 13 August 1910, aged ninety?

  3. Which film director, born in Leytonstone in 1899, has eight movies in the American National Film Registry as of 2018, including his personal favourite, Shadow of a Doubt?

  4. Which comedian, born in Manchester in 1930, was the first compère of the TV show Wheeltappers and Shunters Social Club, launched on Granada TV in 1974?

  5. John Slattery, American actor, born 1962, is best known for playing Roger Sterling in which hit TV series?

  6. Which legendary American golfer, born in 1912 and winner of nine major tournaments, survived a head-on collision with a Greyhound bus in 1949, but recovered well enough to win further major events?

  7. Which film director, born in 1955, won Academy Award nominations for United 93 and Captain Phillips, as well as directing three of the Bourne movies?

  8. Which famous inventor and engineer, who worked in Hastings while he developed his most famous piece of technology, died in Bexhill in 1946, aged fifty-seven?

  9. Match of the Day pundit Alan Shearer remains the Premier League’s top scorer with 260 goals in the competition: for which clubs did he score them?

10. Which major political figure of the twentieth century, born in 1926, died in Havana in 2016, aged ninety?

Answers


QUIZ 2. US PRESIDENTS

___________

Questions about the occupants of the White House from the early days to Trump-time.

  1. Who became America’s youngest president at forty-two years of age when he succeeded to the post after the death of William McKinley?

  2. What post did Ulysses S. Grant hold before becoming US president in 1869?

  3. Who remains the only US president to serve a four-year term, lose the next election, and then regain office for a further four years?

  4. Which two men served as president during the Second World War?

  5. Who was the US president during the First World War, only bringing the US into the fray in 1917?

  6. Who is the only man to have served in the House of Representatives, the Senate, as vice-president and as president?

  7. Prior to running for office, Jimmy Carter was governor of which US state?

  8. Which military man rose to the office of president on the back of his achievements in the Mexican–American War, but died in his second year in office, giving way to Millard Fillmore?

  9. Who is the only man to have served as vice-president and president without being elected to either role?

10. Who lost the 1824 presidential election after intervention from the House of Representatives, but ran again for the newly formed Democratic Party in 1828 and served two full terms as the seventh president?

Answers


QUIZ 3. IN THE NEWS

___________

This is a quiz about people or incidents that hit the headlines in January 2019, which is when the book was completed. A test for the memory – although hopefully nothing too ephemeral here, so a bit of general knowledge comes into play.

  1. Nicolás Maduro, currently resisting pressure to hold fresh elections, replaced Hugo Chavez as president of which country in 2013?

  2. Emiliano Sala’s aeroplane went missing en route to him taking up employment with which organisation in January 2019?

  3. Which Democrat leader of the US House of Representatives became a thorn in the side of President Trump when her party regained a house majority in January 2019?

  4. Which politician, arrested in January 2019, was the MP for Banff and Buchan from 1987 to 2010?

  5. Who was the subject of the documentary Leaving Neverland, shown for the first time at the 2019 Sundance Film Festival?

  6. Which overseas organisation bought the Chiswick-based brewer, Fullers, in January 2019?

  7. What was the majority by which Teresa May’s first draft Brexit deal was rejected in Parliament in January 2019; was it 46, 98, 145 or 230?

  8. Paweł Adamowicz was murdered in Poland on Sunday 13 January 2019. What position did he hold?

  9. Swedish activist Greta Thunberg organised marches in Brussels and Berlin to protest about climate change in January 2019. What was unusual about them?

10. In early 2019 the Weddell Sea Expedition set off for the Antarctic to look for which lost vessel?

Answers


QUIZ 4. PEOPLE AND PLACES

___________

Geography in twenty-first-century schools is a very different beast to the subject we studied as children, but it still seems to attract the same loathing from those who don’t feel drawn to it. My gorgeous other half simply switches off if someone uses the word ‘map’ . . .

  1. Iona, Mull, Skye, Stronsay: which of these islands is not part of the Inner Hebrides group?

  2. Which peak, the highest in the Alps, was first climbed by Jacques Balmat in 1786?

  3. Which state capital is the southernmost of the major Australian cities on the mainland of the country?

  4. The Barents Sea takes its name from an explorer from which country?

  5. Bremen, Dortmund, Hannover, Leipzig: which of these was in East Germany during the Soviet bloc’s domination of Eastern Europe after the Second World War?

  6. Santander, Madrid, Sevilla, Valencia: which of these Spanish cities is furthest to the south?

  7. The island of Götland, a Swedish territory, is located in which body of water?

  8. Kibo peak in Tanzania is the highest summit in Africa: by what name is it more commonly known in the West?

  9. Which mountain range provides the source for the River Rhine?

10. What is the name of the Russian province and city wedged between Poland and Lithuania on the Baltic coast and separated from the rest of Russia?

Answers


QUIZ 5. MIXED BAG

___________

A general knowledge quiz. A good pub quiz should have a couple of rounds out of six that are just basic general knowledge, unless the entire quiz has a pre-advertised theme.

  1. The ‘color line’, the rule that barred black players from competing in Major League Baseball, was finally broken when which player signed for the Brooklyn Dodgers in 1946?

  2. What term did Thomas Macaulay first apply to the press in a report on activity in the House of Commons in 1828?

  3. Magnus Carlsen has spent (to January 2019) 103 weeks as the world’s top-rated what? And who is the only player to have eclipsed that 103-week statistic?

  4. In which country did the Knesset first meet on St Valentine’s Day, 1949?

  5. The Night Riviera sleeper train runs between London and which destination?

  6. Which former West Indian fast bowler stood at six foot eight inches tall and was known as Big Bird?

  7. If an epidemic is a widespread infection over a large area, what is a worldwide infection?

  8. Which private bank has its headquarters at 440, The Strand, London?

  9. DCLXIV. What is this in Arabic numbers?

10. Who was the Commander-in-Chief of the British forces in France from 1915 until the end of the First World War?

Answers


QUIZ 6. SPORT – MIXED

___________

A nice, doable starter for the first all-sports quiz in the book. I would always advise caution when using sports questions in a pub quiz; they can be divisive and put off large sections of your potential quizzers. Better to mix them in with themed rounds rather than have an entire sports one.

  1. How many of Serena Williams’ fourteen major doubles titles have been won with her sister Venus as her partner?

  2. Ray Harroun won the first running of which historic motor race on 30 May 1911?

  3. Which sport has more players on the playing surface at any one time: basketball, netball, ice hockey or volleyball?

  4. Why would it have been impossible for the great racehorse Sea the Stars to compete in the Epsom Oaks?

  5. Fencing, rowing, shooting, swimming. Which of these is not a constituent event of the Olympic Modern Pentathlon?

  6. Who were the first team to beat England as World Cup holders, winning a famous match 3–2 at Wembley in 1967?

  7. David Hemery won Britain’s only gold medal on the track at the 1968 Olympics; what was his discipline?

  8. Which famous cricket commentator was the captain of the Australian team during the 1961 and the 1962–3 Ashes series?

  9. Which two-time World Champion snooker player was known as the Hurricane?

10. What name have American sports journalists given to their country’s 1980 Winter Olympics ice hockey victory over the heavily fancied Soviet Union?

Answers


QUIZ 7. HERE COMES THE SUMMER

___________

Summer is the theme, but don’t expect too many questions on sunshine or beachwear . . .

  1. Which band, still gigging today, were at No. 1 for six weeks in 1970 with ‘In the Summertime’?

  2. Shakespeare; Sonnet 18: ‘Shall I compare thee to a summer’s day? / Thou art more lovely and more temperate / Rough winds do shake . . .’ What do they shake?

  3. To Germans it is altweibersomer (old ladies’ summer), to East Europeans a gypsy summer, and we used to call it St Martin’s summer? What do we call it now?

  4. What was the name of Buffy Summers’ mum in Buffy the Vampire Slayer?

  5. Jacqueline Gold is the businesswoman behind the success of which high-street chain?

  6. Comic-book character Scott Summers is better known as what?

  7. According to Aristotle, what doesn’t make a summer?

  8. Musician Andy Summers is best known for being the guitarist in which band.

  9. In the Bryan Adams’ song ‘Summer of 1969’, where does the singer buy his ‘first real six-string’?

10. The tune ‘Summertime’ was written by George Gershwin for which 1935 opera?

Answers


QUIZ 8. OSCAR TIME

___________

Here we need you to match the actor in the first list to the film that won them an Academy Award as Best Actor or Actress.

  1. Audrey Hepburn.

  2. Gary Cooper.

  3. Ingrid Bergman.

  4. Robert Duvall.

  5. Jane Fonda.

  6. Susan Sarandon.

  7. Lee Marvin.

  8. Sean Penn.

  9. Kate Winslet.

10. Robert Donat.

 

A. Goodbye Mr Chips

B. The Reader

C. Cat Ballou

D. Roman Holiday

E. Mystic River

F. Sergeant York

G. Dead Man Walking

H. Klute

I. Tender Mercies

J. Gaslight

Answers
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