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J C Jeremy Hobson is the author of more than thirty published books and is a regular writer for many of the UK’s field sports and rural-based magazines.

Much of his published work is based on his experience of rural living and love of the countryside, and he has been heavily involved with gamekeeping and shoot management for over three decades. He is the author of several books appertaining to shooting and gamekeeping, and his first edition of this book, A Practical Guide to Modern Gamekeeping (How To Books, 2012), has become a modern ‘classic’ on the subject.

Jeremy lives in Hampshire and, alongside his job as a professional freelance author and writer, remains actively connected to the shooting world – not least through his position as host on a nearby sporting estate.
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NOTE: Legal
The material contained in this book is set out for general guidance and does not deal with any particular and personal circumstances. Laws and regulations are complex and liable to change, and readers should check the current position with relevant authorities before making individual arrangements and where necessary take appropriate advice.




Contents

Acknowledgements

The National Gamekeepers’ Organisation

The Gamekeepers’ Welfare Trust

Foreword by Alan Titchmarsh MBE, VMH, DL

Introduction

1 Keepering in the Twenty-First Century

Grouse Moor Keepering

What the Grouse Moor Keeper Does

Looking After the Lowland Shoot

Job Opportunities

College Courses

Short Courses

Self-Employed Keepers

The Shoot Benchmarking Survey

The Game Shooting Census

2 Gamekeepers as Managers

Managing the Countryside

The State of Nature

Gamekeeping and the Rural Community

Renting Ground

Selling Your Sport

Getting On with the Shoot Manager

Holding the Purse Strings

Being the ‘Public Face’ of Gamekeeping

Keyboard Warriors

Managing Your Temper!

3 Habitat Management & Improvement

Big Improvements at Little Cost

Planting New Woodlands

A Case for Agro-forestry

Ponds and Pond Construction

Clearing Undesirable Vegetation

Controlling Invasive Bracken

Improving Your Chances with Wild Partridges

The ‘Three-legged Stool’

Gamekeepers as Conservationists

Re-wilding

Welfare Prospects for Wildlife

4 Predators and Relevant Legislation

Keeper Within the Law

Being Legal with a Gun

Fox Control

Understanding the Hunting Act 2004

Badgers – and the Legalities

Birds of Prey

Controlling Corvids

Stoats and Weasels

Mink

Rats

Grey Squirrels

The Spring Traps Approval Order 1995

Baiting and Pre-baiting Traps

Ferreting

5 Laying Pens and Breeding Stock

A Word of Caution

Laying Pen Essentials

Raised Laying Units

Catching Up Breeding Stock

Codes of Practice for Laying Pens and Breeding Stock

Just the Tonic

Breed from Only Legally Allowed Stock

Changing Bloodlines

Is Swapping Cocks Worthwhile?

Potential Causes of Infertility

6 Incubation and Rearing

Where to House Your Incubator

Setting Your Eggs

Incubation

Rearing Fields

Some Thoughts on Rearing Shed Sizes

How to Rear Your Chicks

Fitting Bits

Government Codes of Practice

Hatching and Rearing with Broody Hens

7 Releasing Techniques

Releasing Partridges

Constructing Pheasant Release Pens

Repairing and Improving Existing Pens

The Day Before Release

Weather Worries

Releasing Time

To Clip or Not to Clip

8 Feeding Matters

In the Laying Pen

On the Rearing Field

In the Release Pen

On the Shoot

Grit

Straw Bales on the Feed Ride

The Hungry Months

9 Disease and Medication

What to Do to Avoid Transmission of Disease

Diseases and Prevention

A Word About Vaccines

Prescription-only Medications

Dosage and Administration

A Rough Guide to Water Consumption

‘Cascade’ Regulations

Medication Reports

Resistance to Antibiotics

Poisons and Accidental Poisoning

Gizzard Impaction

10 Game Crops and How to Use Them

The Value of Game Crops

Making the Most of What the Farmer Plants

The Positioning of Game Cover

What Crop?

Growing a Permanent Cover Crop

Planting and Looking After a Game Crop

Seed, Ferts and Sprays

Buffer Strips

At the End of the Season

11 Shooting Days and Preparation

Making People Welcome

Beaters and Other Important People!

Prevent Undue Noise by Limiting Vehicles

Avoiding Accidents Travelling Around the Shoot

Showing High Birds

Positioning Partridge Pegs

Non-Toxic Shot

No Out-and-Out Ban for Lead

Hard Weather Bans for Wildfowl

The Likely Effects of General Weather Conditions

Hanging Game

Keeper’s and Beater’s Days

Keeping Game Books and Records

Counting the Shots

‘Underage’ and ‘Overage’

How to Assess Your Seasonal Returns

12 The Gamekeeper’s Dog

What Dog?

What Price a Dog?

Dogging-in

Dogs in the Beating Line

Collars and Docked Tails

Veterinary Matters

To Kennel or Not to Kennel – That Is the Question!

Field Trials and Working Tests

Gamekeepers’ Dogs at Crufts

Gamekeepers’ Dogs as Film Stars!

Working Dogs Allowance

13 Coats, Clothes and Boots

Talking Tweed

Modern Technology

Boots

The Ties Have It!

Peaky Blinders

In Praise of a ‘Hoodie’

Don’t Forget the Small Essential Items

Ear Defenders for Loaders

14 Bits and Pieces

Working with the Police

The Policing and Crime Bill

Poaching

Vehicle Theft and Technology

The Rising Cost of Firearms Certificates

Extending the Shooting Season

Double Guns and Loading

Buying a Used Gun

Should We Shoot Woodcock?

Understanding Woodcock Migration

Walking Sticks

Whistles

Radios on the Shoot

An End-of-Season ‘Tidy-Up’

Glossary

Index


Acknowledgements

Although I have been involved with shoot management in one form or another for well over 30 years, it is impossible to keep up to date with every single one of the changes and trends appertaining to modern gamekeeping, and so I have cause to be grateful to many people with regard to the compilation of this book.
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Author’s Note

It is important to note that, wherever possible, I have tried to avoid using inclusive pronouns (e.g. ‘his or her’ and ‘he and she’) in the text: sometimes, though, for pure convenience, I have used ‘he’ as a neutral pronoun and absolutely no sexist inference should be taken from this.

Also, unless specifically stated, the reference to any company, organisation, product or publication in this book does not constitute an endorsement or recommendation.

It is also as well to mention that the gamekeeping and countryside management world is for ever changing – and as of late, changing quite rapidly. Although this book is an updated and very much revised edition of the original (first written in 2012), the given publication date means that the time from revision to publication may have seen changes made to legislation that were only a speculative possibility when the updates and revisions were made.

J. C. Jeremy Hobson Summer 2018


The National Gamekeepers’ Organisation

The National Gamekeepers’ Organisation (NGO) was founded in 1997 by a group of UK gamekeepers who felt that their profession was threatened by public misunderstanding and poor representation. From that time on it has been ‘run by gamekeepers for gamekeepers’ and it now has 6,000 gamekeeper members and a further 10,000 supporters. The NGO’s main aim is: ‘To promote, improve and protect gamekeeping in the United Kingdom, thereby securing a thriving long-term future for the profession’.

It does this by providing proper national representation of the gamekeeping profession. The NGO has become the first point of contact for outsiders seeking to approach the gamekeeping world for information or advice, and it is now regularly consulted by the government and other authorities on issues concerning wildlife management. The NGO retains professional lobbyists and PR advisors, but prides itself on fielding working gamekeepers to attend meetings and to speak for the profession whenever possible.

Assisting gamekeepers to do their jobs is also a key NGO objective, and members receive regular informative magazines and attend regional and national meetings where issues of importance to gamekeepers are discussed. An associated company, NGO Training Limited, runs good-value courses on subjects like predator control, game meat hygiene, deer management and gun safety. In recent years the organisation has also offered free training to the police to improve their understanding of gamekeeping.

Legal advice and assistance with applications for firearms certification is provided to members and a third party insurance for leisure shooting activities is included in the modest annual subscription. The NGO has also helped to set up a jobs register for gamekeepers, which is now run by the Gamekeepers’ Welfare Trust.

Whilst the NGO actively works to counter any adverse publicity, it also recognises that the profession can be let down by foolish or improper behaviour. It upholds the Code of Good Shooting Practice and members who break the law are likely to find their membership terminated. The NGO believes that the good name of gamekeeping is paramount. Because, thanks to the NGO, gamekeeping is now so much better represented, informed and defended, the profession is stronger than ever before and in turn provides a good basis for the defence of shooting and the continuation of a much valued way of life. All this activity is well summed up in the organisation’s by-line: ‘Keeping the Balance’.

NGO Educational Trust

Education forms an important part of the NGO’s work, and to this end they have the NGO Educational Trust, a separate charity, ‘established under the parentage of the National Gamekeepers’ Organisation, whose primary aim is to educate children and older people into the ways of the countryside and the important role it plays in our lives’.

As their website link points out: ‘Public knowledge of gamekeeping is very low and entirely dependent on what is reported by the media…We particularly want the young to know what gamekeepers do.’

Not only does the trust educate youngsters by means of school visits, competitions, a travelling exhibition ‘roadshow’ and the production and circulation of educational materials that relate to the National Curriculum, but they can also offer vital help and advice to land managers – all of which can do nothing but good.

For more information and membership enquiries, contact:

The National Gamekeepers’ Organisation,

PO Box 246, Darlington, DL19FZ.
01833 660869
www.nationalgamekeepers.org.uk
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