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Accidents

Electricity can be dangerous. My nephew tried to stick a penny into a plug. Whoever said a penny doesn’t go far didn’t see him shoot across that floor. I told him he was grounded.

Tim Allen

Sorry I poured three pints of strong European lager over you – it was an accident.

Becky (Rachael Stirling), Detectorists

Why do people in the media always focus on the negative side of things, when so much of what happens at this leisure centre is a success story? Last year, six hundred people visited this centre and nearly five hundred returned home without any loss of life or serious injury.

Gordon Brittas (Chris Barrie), The Brittas Empire

There are no accidents. God’s just trying to remain anonymous.

Brett Butler

Speed has never killed anyone. Suddenly becoming stationary, that’s what gets you.

Jeremy Clarkson

Last night I reached for my liquid Viagra but accidentally drank from a bottle of Tipp-Ex instead. I woke up this morning with a huge correction.

Alan Davies

Through no fault of his own, my uncle crashed his car into a lemon tree. He is still bitter and twisted.

Stewart Francis

When I finished high school I wanted to take all my graduation money and buy myself a motorcycle. But my mom said, ‘No’. See, she had a brother who died in a horrible motorcycle accident when he was eighteen. And I could just have his motorcycle.

Anthony Jeselnik

(of the crew of the Titanic): I would imagine that in a sinking situation, you’d hope to be getting time and a half.

Phill Jupitus, QI

BP has put more birds in oil than Colonel Sanders.

David Letterman

Arnold Rimmer (Chris Barrie): You’ve got a scar. When did you get that? Dave Lister (Craig Charles): Those complimentary pens that the hospital were giving out – you know, ‘Most accidents happen in the home, so be careful’ ones. I accidentally stabbed myself in the head with one.

Arnold: Where were you?

Dave: I wasn’t at home, so I didn’t feel stupid or anything.

Red Dwarf

Apparently fifty thousand people died from driving last year and ten thousand died from drinking. Yet only five hundred died from drink-driving. Then again, only two people died from drink-driving and juggling. I think that’s my safest way home then.

Lee Mack

(explaining why she can no longer dance): I had an unfortunate incident with an apple pie in a well-known fast food chain. I can’t tell you the name for libel reasons, but he was old . . . and he had a farm.

Beryl Merit (Rosalind Knight), Gimme Gimme Gimme

Ukraine announced plans to open Chernobyl, their nuclear disaster site, to tourists. They say it’s just like Disneyland, except the six-foot mouse is real.

Conan O’Brien

I bought the journal of the Titanic Society. It’s about a hundred pages, lots of stuff about the captain and how it was put together, but not one reference in the entire book to the fact that it sank. I love it when people are positive. With the Titanic Society, their ship is always half empty of water.

Frank Skinner, QI

After her accident, my nan had a plastic hip put in. But I thought they should have replaced it with a Slinky, ’cause if she did fall down the stairs again . . .

Steve Williams

I just got out of hospital. I was in a speed-reading accident. I hit a bookmark and flew across the room.

Steven Wright

If there is anything that this horrible tragedy can teach us, it’s that a male model’s life is a precious, precious commodity. Just because we have chiselled abs and stunning features, it doesn’t mean that we, too, can’t not die in a freak gasoline fight accident.

Derek Zoolander (Ben Stiller), Zoolander


Actors and Acting

I used to get the girl and the part. These days I’m lucky to get the part.

Sir Michael Caine, 2001/2

Theatre actors look down on film actors, who look down on TV actors. Thank God for reality shows or we wouldn’t have anybody to look down on.

George Clooney, 2008

One of the fringe benefits of my work is that I often get to see people close up I once thought were ten feet tall on movie screens – or ten inches tall on TV. Most of them turn out to be somewhere in between.

Billy Crystal, Absolutely Mahvelous

Danny Dyer hasn’t always been in EastEnders even though he feels like part of the furniture, especially when he’s trying to act.

Philomena Cunk (Diane Morgan), Cunk on Christmas

I did a little bit of research and between all the nominees here tonight, you’ve made fourteen hundred films. And you’ve gone to a total of six years of college.

Ellen DeGeneres, hosting the 2014 Academy Awards

Come on, if you don’t win tonight it doesn’t mean you’re not a good person. It just means you’re not a good actor.

Ellen DeGeneres

Whenever I see a respected actor in panto I always like to shout out, ‘It’s beneath you!’

Gary Delaney, Twitter

Acting is really about lying and, in my case, drinking coffee.

Johnny Depp

I always fasted on Yom Kippur. I still worked on the movie sets but I fasted. And let me tell you, it wasn’t easy making love to Lana Turner on an empty stomach.

Kirk Douglas

Just looking at all the wonderful faces here reminds me of some of the great work that was done this year . . . by cosmetic surgeons.

Ricky Gervais, hosting the 2010 Golden Globes

It’s going to be a night of partying and heavy drinking. Or as Charlie Sheen calls it, breakfast.

Ricky Gervais, hosting the 2011 Golden Globes

(introducing Robert Downey Jr): Many of you in this room probably know him best from such facilities as the Betty Ford Clinic and Los Angeles county jail . . .

Ricky Gervais, hosting the 2011 Golden Globes

My sister wanted to be an actress, but she never made it. She does live in a trailer. She got halfway. She’s an actress; she just never gets called to the set.

Mitch Hedberg

I lost a Tony award to Broadway legend Audra McDonald when I was twelve, so I’ve been a bitter bitch since before my first period.

Anna Kendrick, Scrappy Little Nobody

(to Charles Dance): Your fans are known as Charlie’s Angels. Is that because there are only three of them?

Sushil Kumar (Meera Syal), The Kumars at No. 42

People are falling all over themselves to send you free shoes and free cufflinks and colonic irrigations for two, but nobody ever offers you a free acceptance speech. There just seems to be a gap in the market. I would love to be able to pull out a speech by Dolce & Gabbana.

Hugh Laurie

I don’t think you can be really posh and be an interesting actor. I’m a bit of posh rough.

Damian Lewis

That’s what I love about you, Barbara, you’re one of us. You’re like a big film star, but you’re still common as muck!

Mrs Merton (Caroline Aherne) to Barbara Windsor, The Mrs Merton Show

When your leading ladies look like your granddaughter, it’s time to move on.

Sir Roger Moore

Movie acting suits me because I only need to be good for ninety seconds at a time.

Bill Murray

In this industry, there are only two ways up the ladder: rung by rung or claw your way to the top. It’s sure been tough on my nails.

Jack Nicholson

When people warned me there would be long periods out of work if I became an actor, I couldn’t keep a straight face because that was exactly what I had in mind.

Bill Nighy

Sean Connery has such a deep love of Scotland that he refuses to use anything other than a Scottish accent no matter what role he is taking.

Graham Norton

Katie Holmes is not a very good actress. Did you see her try and play John F. Kennedy’s wife? She was so bad he shot himself in it.

Joan Rivers

Ellen Barkin, you’ve always been ahead of your time. You were voted hottest woman over fifty at age thirty-six.

Jeff Ross

Theatricals can be irritating, but will provide a better night out than mobile phone salespeople.

Arthur Smith

Hugh [Laurie] is one of those people who manages to be lugubriously sexy – like a well-hung eel.

Emma Thompson

Raquel Turner (Tessa Peake-Jones): The tour doesn’t start for another three months.

Del Trotter (David Jason): Oh well, gives you plenty of time to meet more of them intelligent, sensitive actor people, doesn’t it?

Raquel: Derek, will you get it into your thick skull: I’m not trying to meet intelligent and sensitive people, I’m happy with you!

Only Fools and Horses

I’ve lost a lot of roles because of my height. I’m six-foot-three in heels. Producers are short and I was never their sexual fantasy.

Sigourney Weaver

They say an actor is only as good as his parts; well, my parts have done me pretty well, darling!

Barbara Windsor


Advice

Keep the fights clean and the sex dirty.

Kevin Bacon, on the basis for a happy marriage

Advice for when a child under four is having a tantrum is, ‘Throw some water on them’. I tried it and my kid screamed even more. His mum said I shouldn’t have used the kettle.

John Bishop

Never do today that which will become someone else’s responsibility tomorrow.

David Brent (Ricky Gervais), The Office

Don’t assume. It makes an ‘ass’ out of ‘u’ and ‘me’.

David Brent (Ricky Gervais), The Office

My mum told me the best time to ask my dad for anything was during sex. Not the best advice I’d ever been given. I burst in through the bedroom door saying, ‘Can I have a new bike?’ He was very upset. His secretary was surprisingly nice about it. I got the bike.

Jimmy Carr

Never come out to your father in a moving vehicle.

Kate Clinton

Never make a decision when you need to pee.

Leonard Cohen, Beautiful Losers

Never follow anyone else’s path, unless you’re in the woods and you’re lost and you see a path. Then by all means follow that path.

Ellen DeGeneres

The only advice I ever got from my dad is this: sex is like pizza, even when it’s bad, you still gotta pay for it.

Nick Di Paolo

The one thing you shouldn’t do is tell a cab driver how to get somewhere.

Jimmy Fallon

When you encounter seemingly good advice that contradicts other seemingly good advice, ignore them both.

Al Franken, Oh, the Things I Know!

Live each day as if it were the last day of your life because, so far, it is.

Richard Jeni

Write the name of someone you hate on your body every day in permanent marker, so no matter how you die they’ll become a suspect.

Mark Leggett, Twitter

A bit of advice: never read a pop-up book about giraffes.

Sean Lock

In a sexual situation, never use cute language when you can be obscene and insulting. (I mean insulting to her dignity – ‘Get over that bed. You know you want it,’ rather than ‘Ooh, I think you’ve got a spot coming.’)

Victoria Coren Mitchell

Don’t play dead with a vulture. That’s exactly what they want.

Kevin Nealon

Don’t put your trust in revolutions. They always come around again. That’s why they’re called revolutions.

Sir Terry Pratchett, Night Watch

My dad used to say: ‘Keep your chin up, son.’ He once broke his jaw walking into a lamp-post.

Adam Sandler

Wear only a towel around your waist and you can get into just about anywhere if you just repeat, ‘So sorry, so sorry’ and keep moving forward.

Ted Travelstead, Twitter

If you’re behind someone at an ATM at night, let them know you’re not a threat by gently kissing their neck.

Bridger Winegar, Twitter

Worried that your teeth will be stained after a heavy night drinking red wine? Drink a bottle of white wine before going to bed, to remove the stains.

Top Tips, Viz


Age and Ageing

Mary Albright (Jane Curtin): When men get grey hair, they look distinguished. When women get grey hair, they look old.

Dick Solomon (John Lithgow): When women get breasts, they look sexy. When men get breasts, they look old.

Mary: Good point!

3rd Rock from the Sun

Birthdays are nature’s way of telling us to eat more cake.

Jo Brand

After a certain age you get the face you deserve.

Joan Collins

After fifty, you have to stop seeing your heart as a muscle and more as an unexploded bomb.

Hal Cruttenden

Women your age are more likely to be mauled at the zoo than get married.

Jack Donaghy (Alec Baldwin), 30 Rock

Sex for the woman in her fifties is a bit like making your own pastry; you know you should, but you’re not sure if you can be bothered.

Jenny Eclair

I’m stuck in that awkward in-between stage where my hair is just starting to fall out but I’m still maintaining my youthful acne.

Greg Fitzsimmons

I’m twenty-six and my girlfriend is thirty-six. Is ten years’ age gap a big difference to have sex? Because her sixteen-year-old sister is hot!

Micky Flanagan

I don’t need you to remind me of my age. I have a bladder to do that for me.

Stephen Fry

I thought when I was forty-one, I would be married with kids. Well, to be honest, I thought I would be married with weekend access.

Sean Hughes

Age to women is like Kryptonite to Superman.

Kathy Lette

The way to stay young is to have early nights, give up booze and lie your head off about how old you are.

Kathy Lette

Having sex with men in their thirties is generally much better, but you’ve got to rub their legs afterwards for cramp.

Sarah Millican

I’m at the age where I don’t have to kiss arse or play nice!

Sharon Osbourne

Adulthood is probably when you stop taking drugs to trip out and start taking drugs to feel normal.

Kelly Oxford, Twitter

Joan Collins lies about her age so much, we should have her body carbon-dated.

Joan Rivers

Ed, have you noticed that the older you get, the younger your girlfriends get? Soon you’ll be dating sperm.

Mitch Robbins (Billy Crystal), City Slickers

Forty is only young if you die at forty. Or if you’re sleeping with Cher.

Chris Rock

I’m going to be fifty this year. Soon I’m going to meet somebody around my own age, and she’s going to be smart and beautiful, and I’m going to date her daughter.

Bob Saget

I’m at the age now where the roles reverse with my parents. I go shopping with them and it’s like trying to organise little ducklings. They’re wandering all over.

Jerry Seinfeld

I keep reading that I’m over the hill sexually. I don’t even remember having a sexual peak when I was nineteen; I just remember apologising a lot.

Jeff Stilson

I’ve started wearing cardigans and saying things like, ‘Whoops-a-daisy’ and, when I take a first sip of tea, ‘Ooh, that hits the spot!’

Gary Strang (Martin Clunes), Men Behaving Badly

You know your girlfriend is too young when she’ll do everything in bed but go upside-down, because it’s too scary.

Daniel Tosh

God, you look old, Sue! If you weren’t talking, I might try and bury you.

Jill Tyrell (Julia Davis), Nighty Night

My father was never proud of me. One day he asked me, ‘How old are you?’ I said, ‘I’m five.’ He said, ‘When I was your age, I was six.’

Steven Wright


Air Travel

It can hardly be a coincidence that no language on Earth has ever produced the expression, ‘As pretty as an airport.’

Douglas Adams, The Long Dark Tea-Time of the Soul

The only way to explain how some people dress for the airport is they think no one else will be there.

Andy Borowitz

Unsettling things to hear from the cockpit of a plane: ‘This is your captain speaking, we’re out at the moment, please leave a message after the tone.’

Rory Bremner, Mock the Week

This is just a hunch, but I bet airplanes think helicopters are assholes.

Dana Gould

On a flight to Belfast, I was upgraded to business class. I was a bit scared. I thought, ‘Will I have to play golf?’

Jeremy Hardy

I wonder how long it will be until airlines aren’t only charging for physical baggage, but for emotional baggage too. Not that it’d bother me. I’m fine. Just ask my dad. WHO’S NEVER THERE!

Tegan Higginbotham

I’m absolutely terrified of flying. I don’t mean nervous. I don’t mean jumpy. I mean sobbing as the plane taxis down the runway. I mean strangers offering to hold my hand. I mean people ten rows behind going: ‘Is that the woman from Have I Got News For You shouting the Lord’s Prayer at the drinks trolley?’

Victoria Coren Mitchell

Experience has taught me that you feel better on a flight if you avoid chicken fat in plastic sauce.

Sir Terry Pratchett

On the plane across the aisle from us was a baby boy who, though tiny in stature, had a crying scream so piercing, it was annoying people on other planes.

Paul Reiser

Chocolates, perfume, cigarettes, alcohol: the airport duty-free shop is like a Loose Women theme park.

Frank Skinner, Room 101

Much of my dislike for aviation stems from the associated language. I don’t like to depart from somewhere labelled ‘terminal’ and I hate the idea of a ‘non-stop’ flight.

Sandi Toksvig, The Chain of Curiosity

Airports are one of the few places where you can be sat in a Wetherspoons on your own, on a Sunday, and not feel like life hasn’t turned out right.

Jack Whitehall

If God had intended us to fly he would have made it easier to get to the airport.

Jonathan Winters


Alcohol

It’s scotch whisky, Glenlivet, single malt. When you die, you’ll go to heaven, say ‘Hello’ to God. And when God says ‘Hello’ to you, this is what you’ll smell on his breath.

Artie (Rip Torn), The Larry Sanders Show

Eggnog, who thought that one up? ‘I want to get a little drunk, but I also want some pancakes.’

Dave Attell

Lucille Bluth (Jessica Walter): Get me a vodka rocks.

Michael Bluth (Jason Bateman): Mom, it’s breakfast.

Lucille: And a piece of toast.

Arrested Development

Beer with no alcohol – what a waste. That’s like a nun with a D-cup.

Brett Butler

I think the warning labels on alcohol beverages are too bland. They should be more vivid. Here is one I would suggest: ‘Alcohol will turn you into the same asshole your father was.’

George Carlin, When Will Jesus Bring the Pork Chops?

I’ve had my run-ins with booze; it’s well-documented. So what I can say from experience is that it takes a lot of guts and perseverance and courage to stop drinking. Which is why I haven’t.

Jack Dee

For the past seventeen years, I have been experimenting with lager. I am a lager user and one drug leads to another. If you do lager, as night follows day, you’ll end up doing Kentucky Fried Chicken.

Ben Elton

The closest thing I have to a nutritionist is the Carlsberg beer company.

Colin Farrell

When you don’t drink, people always need to know why. They’re like: ‘You don’t drink? Why?’ This never happens with anything else. ‘You don’t use mayonnaise? Why? Are you addicted to mayonnaise? Is it OK if I use mayonnaise?’

Jim Gaffigan

Why do you need a driver’s licence to buy liquor when you’re not supposed to drink and drive?

Gallagher

I like a drink as much as the next man. Unless the next man is Mel Gibson.

Ricky Gervais

(after a customer uses the word ‘alcoholic’): Old man, you know we don’t use the ‘A’ word in here. We refer to them as the ‘Liquid crusaders fighting the holy war against the teetotal Taliban’.

Guv (Al Murray), Time Gentlemen Please

I went out with a guy who once told me I didn’t need to drink to make myself more fun to be around. I told him, ‘I’m drinking so that you’re more fun to be around.’

Chelsea Handler

Alcohol is like pouring smiles on your brain.

Chris Hardwick

(to his nephew Jake): Alcohol is for people who can afford to lose some brain cells.

Charlie Harper (Charlie Sheen), Two and a Half Men

There are these machines now that tell you when to stop drinking. They’re called cashpoint machines.

Harry Hill

I did have a drinking problem. Southern Comfort tasted quite nice; ordinary Comfort tasted like fabric softener.

Milton Jones

Ever have trouble opening a bottle of champagne? My advice: hit it with a ship. I’ve seen people do that. It works.

Russell Kane

In Alaska, it’s illegal to give an alcoholic beverage to a moose. How lonely are the guys in Alaska? If you’re with a moose, wouldn’t you want to be the drunk one?

Jay Leno

Sam Malone (Ted Danson): How’s a beer sound, Norm?

Norm Peterson (George Wendt): I don’t know. I usually finish them before they get a word in.

Cheers

There are better things in life than alcohol, but it makes up for not having them.

Sir Terry Pratchett

A weekend without drinking is no big deal. I did it that time I was in an alcohol-induced coma.

Homer Simpson (Dan Castellaneta), The Simpsons

Darling, if you want to talk bollocks and discover the meaning of life, you’re better off downing a bottle of whisky. At least that way, you’re unconscious by the time you start to take yourself seriously.

Patsy Stone (Joanna Lumley), Absolutely Fabulous

That’s like saying Prada are just shoes, or vodka is just a morning beverage.

Karen Walker (Megan Mullally), Will & Grace

Somebody’s gotta be the designated drinker.

Karen Walker (Megan Mullally), Will & Grace

Ben Doucette (Gregory Hines): Let’s talk wine. Karen, have you any preferences?

Karen Walker: Honey, I’d suck the alcohol out of a deodorant stick, so you’re asking the wrong gal, OK?

Will & Grace

The easiest way to tell the difference between a chardonnay and a sauvignon blanc is to read the bottle.

Bradley Walsh

My friends drink real ale, so I know how much better they are than me.

Josh Widdicombe
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