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Introduction

The Donald

It was Donald Trump’s first wife, former Czech Olympic skier Ivana Zelníčková, who first dubbed her husband ‘The Donald’. It was a mistake, she explained.

‘As most people know, English isn’t my first language, in fact it’s my fourth,’ she told The Washington Post. ‘When I came to live in New York, I really had to learn the language from the beginning almost. Some things come easily, some things don’t. And for whatever reason, probably because I was going at my usual turbo speed, I started putting “The” in front of most people’s names. Yes, you know the outcome – “The Donald” just slipped off the tongue, and now it seems to be making its ways to the political history books.’

The Donald said he had ‘no choice’ but to accept the nickname.

‘I don’t mind that it stuck,’ he said. ‘I think it’s an endearment.’

Indeed, in an article in Spy magazine in 1989 that first made reference to her habit of putting ‘the’ in front of people’s names, Ivana calls her husband ‘The Don’, which, for fans of The Godfather, could have more sinister connotations. Nevertheless, The Donald embraced his sobriquet. The opening sentence of his 1997 book The Art of the Comeback reads: ‘It’s usually fun being “The Donald”.’

Long after they were divorced, Ivana laid claim to the epithet. She filed an application to trademark it, so she could exploit its commercial possibilities. She wanted to use the name, ‘The Donald’, for a cocktail and for a line of clothing. The Donald does not drink and is known as a snappy dresser. It was also to be used for a fragrance.

In her defence, Ivana said ‘The Donald’ in question was actually her son, Donald, Jr., not his dad. Donald, Sr. was not happy with this.

‘I don’t think Donny wants to be referred to as “The Donald”. And for good reason. I would very much like not to be referred to as “The Donald”. I would like to do without it,’ he said, happily contradicting his earlier statement.

Ivana played a cameo role in the 1996 movie The First Wives Club, delivering the memorable line, ‘Remember girls: don’t get mad, get everything.’

With ‘The Donald’ she didn’t. He, as always, threatened to sue. In the end, both backed down, so now ‘The Donald’ belongs to the world.
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