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Praise for Steven Saylor:

‘A compelling storyteller, with a striking talent for historical reconstruction’

Mary Beard

‘How wonderful to have a scholar write about ancient Rome; how comforting to feel instant confidence in the historical accuracy of the novel’

Sunday Times

‘Saylor’s gifts include authentic historical and topographical backgrounds and . . . sombre themes set off the brilliant scenery and clever plotting’

Times Literary Supplement

‘Saylor expertly weaves the true history of Rome with the lives and loves of its fictional citizens’

Daily Express

‘Saylor’s scholarship is breathtaking and his writing enthrals’

Ruth Rendell

‘Readers will find his work wonderfully (and gracefully) researched . . . this is entertainment of the first order’

Washington Post

‘Saylor has acquired the information of a historian but he enjoys the gifts of a born novelist’

Boston Globe
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	Artemis

	Gods may not
cut athwart
a mortal’s fate.




	Hippolytus

	Then are the gods
no greater than mere men?




	Artemis

	Sometimes less great.





—H.D.

Hippolytus Temporizes, Act I

καὶ γάρ τε θεοὺς ἐπινίσσεται ἄτη.

Even gods make mistakes.

—Apollonius of Rhodes

Argonautica 4.817

(Richard Hunter translation)





 


DOMINUS: Latin for “Master,” the word by which slaves in the Roman Republic addressed their owner; then, under the Empire, the form of address rejected by some emperors but demanded by others; then, under the Christian Church, the title by which worshippers address their god.
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