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INTRODUCTION

What can you say about Noddy Holder that hasn’t been said before? I’d better think of something as I’ve been asked to write 500 words and ‘What can you say about Noddy Holder that hasn’t been said before?’ is 488 words short.

In all seriousness, I’m very proud to call Noddy my friend. There are still times when we go for a pizza together, usually around five (it has been known for us to be the only two people in the restaurant), and I look at him telling another great anecdote and think: ‘You really are Noddy Holder.’ I grew up idolizing him because Slade were serious musicians and Noddy was the owner of not only one of the best rock voices ever to come out of England but also one of the best hats. They made a string of the most perfect pop singles you will ever hear. They were rock gods, pop stars and style icons (except for Dave Hill’s ‘Metal Nun’ outfit), and yet strangely touchable. They were living the life we all wanted to lead but no one resented their success: they retained a bond with the common idiot. When Nod was on Top of the Pops you always felt that the world was a better place for having Noddy in it.

I’ve often thought that it must be great being Noddy, and not just because the ‘Merry Xmas Everybody’ cheque drops through his letterbox every April. Everywhere Nod goes, people are really pleased to see him. I can’t even say that in my own house. Just the other day, after another pizza (taken at the daringly late hour of six), an ageing taxi driver wearing a Hawkwind In Search of Space T-shirt accosted us in a state of high excitement. ‘Noddy,’ he expostulated, waving an outstretched hand, ‘great to meet you. You were a massive part of my childhood. And you, Mark.’ (As he looked even older than me, this seemed unlikely, unless he was flushing my head down the toilet at Markland Hill Primary School.)

That’s typical of the reaction Noddy gets. People genuinely adore him. He really is that most overused of phrases: ‘a national treasure’. I’ve spent a great deal of time with him: on stage, on the radio, supping pints, buying guitars, eating pizza. He’s never less than great company and one of the nicest guys I know. Mind you, I do hang out with a lot of evil criminal masterminds. I’m proud to know Nod, and hopefully you’ll know him a bit better after reading this book. Now read on and learn from one of the modern world’s great thinkers (possibly an exaggeration but what the heck). Welcome to the world according to Noddy . . .

Mark Radcliffe, Knutsford City Limits, 2014
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