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Introduction

2012 was the year that erotica changed forever thanks to the success of a certain trilogy.

Not that the genre hadn’t been around before as my own editing efforts in the field for the past two decades and the stories and novels of countless writers with a taste and talent for erotica can historically demonstrate. But it was the year when it moved from a relatively confidential corner of the bookstores and shelves to a wider and surprising appreciation and acceptance by the reading public, and in the process attracted the silly moniker of “mommy porn” when it was established that so many of it was being lapped up by women with young families. As an aside, I can certainly vouch for this curious segment of the public if only from the comments on the website and Facebook pages of the collaborative alter ego under which I have also committed much literate if commercial fare in the genre and adorned the bestseller lists to my great surprise in the wake of E. L. James.

What this means for the future of erotic writing is still unclear, as the inevitable flood of copycat books was promptly unleashed on readers by publishers and has quickly muddied the waters and a disorderly retreat is already in progress, but one can only hope that the fad will leave a lasting impression and that, in the future, the sales and popularity of erotica will have moved a few steps ahead from where they stood far back some years ago.

Of course, the determining factor in the success of Fifty Shades of Grey was the way it opened people’s eyes and minds to the existence and importance of BDSM and its varied practices in the complicated world of sexual relationships and brought them into the open. Not a revelation for us grizzled veterans who had been writing around and about it for ages or the silent majority who had always indulged in real life, but a new world altogether for the average man and woman, it appeared! Where had they been hiding?

As is well reported, the Victorians freely indulged in the art of spanking and corporal punishment, a BDSM variation of sorts which still remains highly popular in deeds and words, but the genuine introduction of BDSM and its physical as well as psychological games of dominance and submission only fully came to light with the publication of the classic Story of O by Pauline Réage (a pen name for French academic and critic Dominique Aury) in the 1950s, a groundbreaking excursion into the byways of kink and sex which brought BDSM out from the under the counter territory it had long occupied and proudly into the open. Several generations later, and with all due respect to E. L. James’s mega-selling phenomenon, I daresay that no one has bettered Story of O for its visceral and shattering impact and the way it thrust what had previously been taboo sexual practices and games of power into the limelight of the written word and paved the way for so many other, ever more explicit variations by the likes of Anne Rice, Molly Weatherfield, Laura Antoniou, Laura Reese, Michael Perkins, Alison Tyler, Kristina Lloyd, myself even and a whole palette of new erotica practitioners.

Hence the reason for this new collection: a wish to present to the reading public how varied and imaginative the influence of BDSM is in everyday life and how sexy (and scary) it can prove on the written page. Unlike my annual Mammoth Book of Best New Erotica, which mostly relies on previously published material, all the stories included between these covers were written specially for the volume by the absolute crème de la crème of contemporary writing as well as a handful of brand-new talents. Only a few authors I had hoped to include missed the deadline due to personal reasons or because of crowded deadlines, but overall I would venture that the line-up of contributors is one of the most prestigious that could be assembled today, and the contents are likewise challenging and so terribly exciting.

We open with a sensational new novella by Sunday Times Top 10 bestseller Vina Jackson, which ties in with her recent Eighty Days and Mistress of Night and Dawn novels. Another welcome newcomer to my anthologies is Stella Knightley, whose recent trilogy of sexy romances was one of the best post-F.S.O.G. efforts and who, like Vina Jackson, is also a ferociously colourful writer with a unique eye for kink and works far from the quasi-vanilla shores of the colour grey! Also on-board are Booker Prize-long-listed author Matt Thorne with a most unexpected take on a familiar theme, award-winning Science Fiction star Ian Watson, ebullient bonkbuster queen Rebecca Chance and the dazzling new star of Italian erotica, Ilaria Palomba as well as the very top ranks of British and American authors on their very best and worst behaviour . . .

Much to savour and make your eyes spin: imagination truly unbridled. But don’t try any of this at home, please!

On a sad note, I would like to dedicate this anthology to the memory of Michael Hemmingson, who died shortly after delivering his story. He was a great friend, collaborator and writer who will be sadly missed.

Maxim Jakubowski
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