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Preface

In 2011, over 580,000 students competed fiercely for limited university places at leading UK universities where acceptance rates are less than 20 per cent. Places at top educational institutions are highly competitive and selective, and all students are looking for an edge. This book will help prospective candidates answer a very specific question: what makes for a successful Personal Statement?

The content of this book will have a broad appeal to prospective university students applying to universities in the UK and abroad. It is meant for anyone wishing to apply for an undergraduate course at a university that requires writing a sample and/or a statement of purpose. Tutors, advisers and parents who are looking to provide candidates with university subject advice, plan future careers and consult on meeting admissions criteria will also find this book a useful tool.

We would like to point out that the views and opinions expressed in the book do not reflect those of the University of Cambridge, nor are they officially endorsed by its admissions committee(s). Reading this book does not guarantee admission into any university but, used judiciously, it should help students put together a more thoughtful, honest and holistic package when compiling an application to a university.

Our goal is to highlight personal statements of the highest standard from students at Cambridge University to set a benchmark of success, and to offer practical ways of improving your own Personal Statement to gain admission to the university of your choice. Throughout the book, we’ll also discover that there is no right or wrong approach to writing a strong Personal Statement. What truly matters is that your Personal Statement shows depth of self-awareness, passion and a clear path to your future goals, and then goes on to explain how studying at a university will help you achieve those goals.
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