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Introduction

HOW TO USE THIS BOOK

First and foremost, A Miscellany for Word Lovers is meant for everybody who wants to build a fuller, more powerful and more persuasive vocabulary. It sets out to do this by making learning fun. Words that may at present be well out of reach, a little way beyond reach, or so close that they are on the tip of your tongue are presented in more than 100 quizzes. Could you, with total confidence, use such words as nidifugous, solipsistic, evanescent, atavistic, autochthonous, misericord, hagiography, parameter, stagflation, internecine and eclectic? Some of these words, possibly, but all of them?

Most of the quizzes – carrying the heading WHAT’S THE WORD? – begins with crossword-style descriptions of words that share a common theme – geology, the atmosphere, volcanoes, earthquakes, collective names for birds (a murder of crows… a murmuration of starlings… an unkindness of ravens…), the language of science and so on. If a little help is needed, the crossword theme is continued by clues that give the first few letters of the target word. The ANSWERS help to fix newly acquired words in the mind by giving their origins, using the words in sample sentences and, when it is helpful, offering memory-jogging tips.

Interleaved between the quizzes are entries that explore the oddities, quiddities and curiosities of the English language. To list just a few, SIGNS OF THE TIMES entries draw attention to the links between the turmoil of historical events and the growth of the English vocabulary. Entries under the heading DIVIDED BY A COMMON LANGUAGE turn the spotlight on differences between American English and British English. Example: An American who promises to be with you momentarily means that he will be there in a short time – not for a short stay. MOVIE MEMORIES and QUOTE OR MISQUOTE? are short quizzes that test the memory and at the same time are reminders of just how powerful and effective words can be.

The way to get the best out of A Miscellany for Word Lovers is to set yourself a target: to add one new word to your working vocabulary every day, every week, every month or at any other rate that appears reasonable and, above all, is achievable. The book can be dipped into at any page for a quick consultation, or read from cover to cover, according to personal preference.

Happy word searching!

Robin Hosie and Vic Mayhew
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