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  The sketch maps are based on information derived from William Miller’s The Latins in the Levant (1908), Westermanns Grosser Atlas zur Weltgeschichte (1956), The Hamlyn Historical Atlas (1981), General Editor R.I. Moore and The Atlas of the Crusades (1991), edited by Jonathan Riley-Smith. The captions and notes on the maps in this book and the summary chapters introducing them have also proved a useful source for the main text.


  Inevitably, Professor Riley-Smith’s publications have been invaluable and my other chief debts are to the military historian of the First Crusade, John France, Norman Housley for the later crusading period and of course Sir Steven Runciman’s classic A History of the Crusades published in the 1950s. Further sources are given in the Select Bibliography and in the Notes section. I have referred to certain specialist articles and in more than one case made use of anthology publications of articles by a single scholar, of particular use in this category was the collection on The Crusade, Holy War and Canon Law of James A. Brundage. Where such anthology publications follow the convention of reproducing the original article and retaining its pagination note references take the form ‘IV, 65’, the roman numeral denoting the item, the arabic denoting the page within the item.


  My publishers suggested that a chronology of main events and lists of the principal rulers involved in the period as well as the Popes, might be of use to readers and I have been happy to comply. This book does not claim originality of research but it aims to offer a survey of an aspect of western European history familiar, at least as an idea to most people, but not, perhaps, known in much detail. It becomes clear that ‘a crusade’, though always proclaimed in the name of religion, could in fact be prosecuted for a mixture of motives of which the political and economic could often, perhaps generally, displace the idealistic. The British Prime Minister Harold Wilson once famously said ‘Socialism is a Crusade or it is nothing.’ Those of a different political persuasion would no doubt passionately object to this use of the word. But it continues to be used as a rallying cry for the most diverse causes.
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  Chronology of Jihad and Crusade
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  The Muslim world known to the crusaders stretched from Spain to Persia (though Muslim conquests had extended into northern India and beyond) and most of this territory had been acquired by conquests from former Christian rulers, notably the Byzantine Empire. Thus, both the Byzantine Emperor Alexius I and the crusaders themselves, like the rulers of Christian Spain, could claim to be recovering lands properly belonging to the Christian faith. The campaigns against the heathen peoples of Europe were justified as defensive wars against a potential threat, in the same way as the American and British governments felt justified in advocating war against Iraq in 2002.


  (Capital letters denote pivotal events or key personalities)


  Muslim conquests from the death of Muhammad (632) to the Turkish capture of Nicaea (1078)


  
    
      	
        635–42

      

      	
        Arab armies conquer Byzantine provinces from Egypt to Syria – Damascus taken (635), Antioch and Jerusalem (637), Alexandria (642).

      
    


    
      	
        711–32

      

      	
        Muslim conquest of Christian Spanish kingdoms and cities – Cordoba and Seville (711); Toledo (712); Zaragossa (714).

      
    


    
      	
        732

      

      	
        BATTLE OF TOURS/POITIERS Frankish ruler, Charles Martel ends Muslim advance in Europe.

      
    


    
      	
        903

      

      	
        Conquest of the Balearic Isles completed.

      
    


    
      	
        965

      

      	
        Arab conquest of Sicily from Byzantines.

      
    


    
      	
        

        969–73

      

      	
        Fatimid dynasty founds Cairo and then extends empire into Palestine.

      
    


    
      	
        969

      

      	
        Byzantine Emperor Nicephorus II recovers Antioch.

      
    


    
      	
        985

      

      	
        Antioch falls to Turks by treachery.

      
    


    
      	
        1012

      

      	
        Caliph al-Hakim destroys Church of the Holy Sepulchre.

      
    


    
      	
        1071

      

      	
        BATTLE OF MANZIKERT (Malazgirt, eastern Turkey). Sultan Alp Arslan defeats Byzantine Emperor Romanus IV.

      
    


    
      	
        1070s

      

      	
        Seljuk capture of historic Christian cities of Iconium (Konya) and Nicaea (Iznik, Turkey).

      
    

  


  


  Landmarks in crusading history


  
    
      	
        1090

      

      	
        Visit of Count of Flanders to Constantinople prompts Emperor Alexius I to consider recruiting Western knights against the Turks.

      
    


    
      	
        1095

      

      	
        November, Council of CLERMONT. FIRST CRUSADE proclaimed by Pope URBAN II.

      
    


    
      	
        1096–97

      

      	
        Arrival of main armies at Constantinople under papal legate Bishop Adhémar of Le Puy.

        Military leaders: Godfrey of Bouillon, Duke of Lower Lorraine, Raymond of Toulouse, Robert of Normandy, Stephen of Blois, Hugh of Vermandois, Bohemond of Otranto. They swear loyalty to Emperor Alexius.

      
    


    
      	
        1097

      

      	
        April Capture of Nicaea.

        July Victory of Dorylaeum over Kilij Arslan.

      
    


    
      	
        1098

      

      	
        March Baldwin of Boulogne takes Edessa.

        June Capture of Antioch after an eight-month siege.

        Bohemond takes control of the city.

      
    


    
      	
        1099

      

      	
        15 July JERUSALEM CAPTURED.

      
    


    
      	
        1101–02

      

      	
        Lombard Crusade defeated at Amasya.

        Crusade of William of Aquitaine defeated at Heraclea.

      
    


    
      	
        1107–08

      

      	
        Crusade against Byzantine Empire proclaimed by Pope

        Paschal II in favour of Bohemond, lord of Antioch.

      
    


    
      	
        1107–10

      

      	
        Crusade of Sigurd of Norway.

      
    


    
      	
        1113

      

      	
        Knights Hospitaller given papal privilege by Pope Paschal II.

      
    


    
      	
        1114

      

      	
        Catalan Crusade against Muslim Balearic Islands.

      
    


    
      	
        1118–20

      

      	
        Knights Templar established in Jerusalem.

      
    


    
      	
        1119

      

      	
        BATTLE OF SARMADA or ‘The Field of Blood’ – the defeat of Roger of Antioch by Ilghazi of Aleppo.

      
    


    
      	
        1135

      

      	
        Innocent II proclaims crusade against anti-pope Anacletus II

      
    


    
      	
        1144

      

      	
        December ZANGI of Mosul takes EDESSA.

      
    


    
      	
        1145

      

      	
        December Pope Eugenius III proclaims a crusade.

      
    


    
      	
        1147–49

      

      	
        SECOND CRUSADE.

        Military leaders: Conrad III of Germany, Louis VII of France.

      
    


    
      	
        

        1147

      

      	
        October Capture of Muslim Lisbon by English and northern crusaders.

      
    


    
      	
        1148

      

      	
        July Defeat of Conrad and Louis before Damascus.

      
    


    
      	
        1154

      

      	
        Nur al-Din enters Damascus.

      
    


    
      	
        1169

      

      	
        Saladin wins control of Egypt.

      
    


    
      	
        1172

      

      	
        Saladin displaces Fatimid Caliph in Cairo.

      
    


    
      	
        1174

      

      	
        Death of Nur al-Din.

      
    


    
      	
        1170s

      

      	
        Foundation of Spanish military orders of Santiago, Avis and Alcántara.

      
    


    
      	
        1174–86

      

      	
        Saladin wins control of Damascus, Aleppo and Mosul.

      
    


    
      	
        1187

      

      	
        July BATTLE OF HATTIN.

        October JERUSALEM FALLS TO SALADIN.

      
    


    
      	
        1187

      

      	
        29 October Pope Gregory VIII proclaims a crusade.

      
    


    
      	
        1189–92

      

      	
        THIRD CRUSADE.

        Military leaders: Emperor Frederick I, Philip II Augustus King of France, Richard I King of England.

      
    


    
      	
        1189

      

      	
        May Departure of Emperor Frederick for Holy Land.

        August SIEGE OF ACRE begins.

      
    


    
      	
        1190

      

      	
        June Death of Emperor Frederick on crusade.

      
    


    
      	
        1191

      

      	
        June Richard of England takes Cyprus.

        Richard arrives at Acre.

        July ACRE CAPITULATES to crusaders.

      
    


    
      	
        1192

      

      	
        September Treaty of Jaffa between Richard I and Saladin.

      
    


    
      	
        1193

      

      	
        The death of Saladin.

      
    


    
      	
        1193–1230

      

      	
        Livonian crusades.

      
    


    
      	
        1202

      

      	
        Order of Sword Brethren founded.

      
    


    
      	
        1198

      

      	
        Foundation of Teutonic Order. August Pope Innocent III proclaims a crusade.

      
    


    
      	
        1202–1204

      

      	
        FOURTH CRUSADE.

        Leaders: Boniface of Montferrat, Doge Dandolo of Venice.

      
    


    
      	
        1204

      

      	
        April Crusaders’ SACK OF CONSTANTINOPLE.

      
    


    
      	
        1208

      

      	
        ALBIGENSIAN CRUSADE proclaimed by Pope INNOCENT III.

      
    


    
      	
        1212

      

      	
        The Children’s Crusade.

        Spanish crusade proclaimed by Pope INNOCENT III. BATTLE OF LAS NAVAS DE TOLOSA, Spanish and Portuguese defeat Almohads.

      
    


    
      	
        1213

      

      	
        Crusade for Holy Land proclaimed by INNOCENT III.

      
    


    
      	
        1216

      

      	
        Foundation charter of Dominican order of preachers at Toulouse.

        Missionaries against the Albigenses.

      
    


    
      	
        

        1217–29

      

      	
        FIFTH CRUSADE proclaimed by INNOCENT III 1213, Pope HONORIUS III, launched under Leaders Cardinal legate Pelagius, John of Brienne, king of Jerusalem; then, Emperor Frederick II.

      
    


    
      	
        1219

      

      	
        Capture of Damietta, Egypt.

      
    


    
      	
        1221

      

      	
        Crusaders capitulate at al-Mansura.

      
    


    
      	
        (1225

      

      	
        Teutonic Order established on Polish frontier with Prussia.)

      
    


    
      	
        1228

      

      	
        EMPEROR FREDERICK II finally sets out on ‘Fifth Crusade’ to Holy Land, though excommunicated.

      
    


    
      	
        1229

      

      	
        Feb–March Emperor Frederick agrees treaty with al-Kamil,

        Sultan of Egypt. Jerusalem restored to Christian rule;

        Frederick crowns himself ‘King of Jerusalem’.

        (Once called the ‘Sixth Crusade’.)

      
    


    
      	
        (1229

      

      	
        Teutonic Order’s first campaigns against Prussians.)

      
    


    
      	
        1231

      

      	
        John of Brienne, ex-king of Jerusalem, crowned Latin Emperor of Constantinople.

      
    


    
      	
        1229–53

      

      	
        Crusades in Spain lead to Aragonese reconquest of Majorca, Ibiza and Valencia; Castilian capture of Córdoba (1236) and Seville (1248).

      
    


    
      	
        1237

      

      	
        Teutonic Order absorbs Order of the Sword Brethren.

      
    


    
      	
        1239

      

      	
        Pope Gregory IX and Emperor Frederick II at war.

      
    


    
      	
        1240–42

      

      	
        English crusade by Richard, Earl of Cornwall.

      
    


    
      	
        1242

      

      	
        BATTLE OF LAKE PEIPUS, the defeat of the Teutonic Order by St ALEXANDER NEVSKY of Novgorod, halts eastward expansion of Order.

      
    


    
      	
        1244

      

      	
        August Final loss of Jerusalem.

      
    


    
      	
        1248–54

      

      	
        First Crusade of Louis IX of France, to Egypt (once called the ‘Seventh Crusade’).

      
    


    
      	
        1249

      

      	
        Capture of Damietta, Egypt.

      
    


    
      	
        1250

      

      	
        Defeat of crusaders and capture of King Louis.

      
    


    
      	
        1250–54

      

      	
        Following his ransom, Louis active at Acre.

      
    


    
      	
        1260

      

      	
        Baybars becomes fourth Mamluk Sultan of Egypt.

      
    


    
      	
        1261

      

      	
        Emperor Michael VII Palaeologus expels Latins from Constantinople. Byzantine Empire restored.

      
    


    
      	
        1268

      

      	
        Antioch falls to Sultan Baybars.

      
    


    
      	
        1269

      

      	
        Second crusade of Louis IX of France.

      
    


    
      	
        1270

      

      	
        Death of Louis at Tunis.

      
    


    
      	
        1274

      

      	
        Second Council of Lyons. Byzantine envoys make formal submission of Orthodox Church to Rome – short-lived.

      
    


    
      	
        1285

      

      	
        French crusade against Peter of Aragon in support of Anjou claim to Kingdom of Sicily.

      
    


    
      	
        

        1291

      

      	
        FALL of ACRE to Mamluk Egypt in May.

        In August Franks evacuate their last territories in Palestine.

      
    


    
      	
        1307

      

      	
        Pope Clement V proclaims crusade against Constantinople.

      
    


    
      	
        1309

      

      	
        Teutonic Order moves HQ to Marienburg.

      
    


    
      	
        1310–11

      

      	
        Knights Hospitaller establish their base on Rhodes.

      
    


    
      	
        1312

      

      	
        Pope Clement V suppresses Order of Knights Templar.

      
    


    
      	
        1328

      

      	
        Pope John XXII at war against Emperor elect Ludwig IV.

      
    


    
      	
        1344

      

      	
        Crusade League takes Smyrna (Izmir). (From 1374 to 1402, held by the Hospitallers.)

      
    


    
      	
        1348–51

      

      	
        Swedish crusades against the Finns.

      
    


    
      	
        1365

      

      	
        Crusade proclaimed by Pope Urban V in support of Peter I of Cyprus, seizes and briefly holds Alexandria.

      
    


    
      	
        1394

      

      	
        Crusade to Nicopolis proclaimed by Pope Boniface IX of Rome and anti-pope Benedict XIII of Avignon.

      
    


    
      	
        1396

      

      	
        Bayezid I defeats army of Sigismund of Hungary and his Western allies John at BATTLE OF NICOPOLIS.

      
    


    
      	
        1410

      

      	
        BATTLE OF TANNENBERG, defeat of Teutonic Order by joint Polish-Lithuanian force.

      
    


    
      	
        1415

      

      	
        Portuguese take North African port of Ceuta.

      
    


    
      	
        1420

      

      	
        Prince Henry the Navigator of Portugal created Grand Master of the Order of Christ. His ships on voyages of discovery along the African coast bore the red cross on their sails.

      
    


    
      	
        1420–31

      

      	
        Crusades against the HUSSITES of Bohemia.

        Pope Martin V.

        Military leaders: Emperor elect Sigismund and others.

      
    


    
      	
        1439

      

      	
        At Council of Florence Orthodox Church makes short-lived submission to Rome.

      
    


    
      	
        1443

      

      	
        Pope Eugenius III proclaims crusade against Turks in defence of Constantinople.

      
    


    
      	
        1444

      

      	
        Crusade of Varna crushed by Sultan Murad II.

      
    


    
      	
        1452–56

      

      	
        Papal bulls of Nicholas V and Calixtus III sanction Portuguese conquests against ‘Saracens . . . and other unbelievers inimical to Christ’.

      
    


    
      	
        1453

      

      	
        29 May CONSTANTINOPLE falls to Sultan MEHMET II ‘the CONQUEROR’.

      
    


    
      	
        1464

      

      	
        Death of Pope Pius II, his proclamation of a crusade unanswered.

      
    


    
      	
        1492

      

      	
        Moorish KINGDOM of GRANADA falls to Spanish.

      
    


    
      	
        1523

      

      	
        Hospitallers quit the island of Rhodes, having capitulated to Sultan Suleyman I after a six-month siege.

      
    


    
      	
        

        1525

      

      	
        Albert of Hohenzollern, Grand Master of Teutonic Order in Prussia, converts to Lutheranism, dissolves the Order there and secularizes its lands as a hereditary fief in his family under the Polish crown.

      
    


    
      	
        1565

      

      	
        THE GREAT SIEGE OF MALTA Knights Hospitaller under Grand Master Valette repel the forces of Sultan Suleyman I.

      
    


    
      	
        1588

      

      	
        SPANISH ARMADA against Protestant England.
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