
[image: image]


 

 

G. M. Malliet attended Oxford University and holds a graduate degree from the University of Cambridge. She now lives in the US.


 

 

 

 

 

Also by G. M. Malliet

Wicked Autumn

Death at the Alma Mater

Death and the Lit Chick

Death of a Cozy Writer


A Fatal Winter

A Max Tudor Novel

G. M. MALLIET

[image: image]


 

 

 

 

 

Constable & Robinson Ltd

55–56 Russell Square

London WC1B 4HP

www.constablerobinson.com

First Published in the US by St. Martin’s Publishing Group, 2012

First published in the UK by C&R Crime,

an imprint of Constable & Robinson Ltd, 2013

Copyright © G. M. Malliet, 2012

The right of G. M. Malliet to be identified as the author of this work has been asserted by her in accordance with the Copyright, Designs and Patents Act 1988

All rights reserved. This book is sold subject to the condition that it shall not, by way of trade or otherwise, be lent, re-sold, hired out or otherwise circulated in any form of binding or cover other than that in which it is published and without a similar condition including this condition being imposed on the subsequent purchaser.

A copy of the British Library Cataloguing in

Publication data is available from the British Library

ISBN: 978-1-47210-624-7
eISBN: 978-1-47210-629-2

Typeset by TW Typesetting, Plymouth, Devon

Printed and bound in the UK

1 3 5 7 9 10 8 6 4 2

Cover illustration: Alice Tait;
Cover design: JoeRoberts.co.uk


 

 

 

 

 

In memory of Dave F, Dave L, and Ranger Mike

– December 2011


Contents

Acknowledgments

Cast of Characters at Chedrow Castle

Family Tree

Epigraph

Author’s Note

Part I

Prologue: 26 December

Eleven Months Later: 27 November

3 December

12 December – Evening

13 December – Morning

Part II

Chapter 1. Ticket to Ride

Chapter 2. Upper Crust

Chapter 3. At the Maharajah

Chapter 4. I See You

Chapter 5. Many Are Called

Chapter 6. A Man’s Home

Chapter 7. A Curse on This House

Chapter 8. In the Kitchen

Chapter 9. A Small Repast

Chapter 10. Down the Garden Path

Chapter 11. Clear-and-Present Danger

Chapter 12. Max Out

Chapter 13. Old Friends

Chapter 14. The Heir . . .

Chapter 15 . . . And the Spare

Chapter 16. A Star Is Born

Chapter 17. Picture This

Chapter 18. Simon Says

Chapter 19. Wintermute

Chapter 20. I Feel Pretty

Chapter 21. At Dinner

Chapter 22. Ready for My Close-up

Chapter 23. We Are Family

Chapter 24. After Dinner

Chapter 25. Lost Sheep

Chapter 26. Family Conclave

Chapter 27. By the Sea

Chapter 28. At the Cavalier

Chapter 29. S.O.S.

Chapter 30. Heard in High Places

Chapter 31. Be My Baby

Chapter 32. Castling

Chapter 33. One Bad Apple

Chapter 34. Cliff-hanger

Chapter 35. Good King Wenceslas

Epilogue: 21 December


Acknowledgements

With all my love to my private cheering section. Some of you are no longer with us, but you walk beside me every day. This book is proof.

I am especially grateful for the generosity of these authors, who so warmly welcomed me to the writing community: Donna Andrews, Rhys Bowen, Deborah Crombie, Peter Lovesey, Margaret Maron, Louise Penny, Julia Spencer-Fleming, Marcia Talley, and Charles and Caroline Todd.

Special thanks to the superstars of publishing: Vicky Bijur, Kat Brzozowski, Karyn Marcus, Marcia Markland, Andy Martin, and Sarah Melnyk. You make it all possible.

And to Bob. You, too. Always.


Cast of Characters at Chedrow Castle

OSCAR, LORD FOOTRUSTLE

LETICIA, LADY BAYNARD

RANDOLPH, VISCOUNT NATHERSBY

LESTER BAYNARD and his wife FELBERTA (‘FESTER’) BAYNARD NÉE OLIVER

LADY JOCASTA JONES NÉE FOOTRUSTLE (by Oscar’s first wife Beatrice Briar)

SIMON JONES – Jocasta’s husband

LAMORNA WHITEHALL – adopted by father Leo Whitehall (deceased) and mother Lady Lea Whitehall (deceased)

GWYNYTH, LADY FOOTRUSTLE NÉE LAVENER – mother of the Twyns

THE TWYNS – ALEC, VISCOUNT EDENSTARTEL and LADY AMANDA – Jocasta’s stepsiblings

CILLA PETRIE – assistant to Randolph, Viscount Nathersby

MILO and DORIS VLADIMIROV – a married couple employed as the butler and the cook at Chedrow Castle

MR WINTERMUTE – the family solicitor
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Marley was dead: to begin with.
There is no doubt whatever about that.

– Charles Dickens, A Christmas Carol


Author’s Note

The rules for properly addressing members of the British peerage are so complex it is a wonder any of them can remember who they are without consulting Debrett’s. Wherever possible I have used the least cumbersome forms of address for my characters (for example, ‘Randolph’ rather than ‘Viscount Nathersby’) and I have included a family tree to help the reader trace the relationships in this tale.

Obviously, the Footrustle family is fictional, as is their home, Chedrow Castle.
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Footrustle Family Tree
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