
[image: image]


 

 

 

Meeting the Master


 

 

Modern Erotic Classics

The Houdini Girl

Martyn Bedford


The Phallus of Osiris

Valentina Cilescu

Kiss of Death

Valentina Cilescu

The Flesh Constrained

Cleo Cordell

The Flesh Endures

Cleo Cordell

Hogg

Samuel R. Delaney

The Tides of Lust

Samuel R. Delaney

Sad Sister

Florence Dugas

The Ties That Bind

Vanessa Duriès


3

Julie Hilden

Neptune & Surf

Marilyn Jaye Lewis

Violent Silence

Paul Mayersberg

Homme Fatale

Paul Mayersberg

The Agency Trilogy

David Meltzer

Burn

Michael Perkins

Dark Matter

Michael Perkins

Evil Companions

Michael Perkins

Beautiful Losers

Remittance Girl

House of Lust

Michael Hemmingson

Meeting the Master

Elissa Wald


Meeting the Master

Elissa Wald

Modern Erotic Classics

Series Editor: Maxim Jakubowski

[image: Image]


 

 

 

Constable & Robinson Ltd

55–56 Russell Square

London WC1B 4HP

www.constablerobinson.com

First published in the US by Prowess Press, 1995

This edition published in the UK by Robinson,
an imprint of Constable & Robinson Ltd, 2012

Copyright © Elissa Wald, 1995
Series Editor: Maxim Jakubowski

The right of Elissa Wald to be identified as the author of this work has been asserted by her in accordance with the Copyright, Designs and Patents Act 1988

All rights reserved. This book is sold subject to the condition that it shall not, by way of trade or otherwise, be lent, resold, hired out or otherwise circulated in any form of binding or cover other than that in which it is published and without a similar condition including this condition being imposed on the subsequent purchaser.

This is a work of fiction. Names, characters, places and incidents are either the product of the author’s imagination or are used fictitiously, and any resemblance to actual persons, living or dead, or to actual events or locales is entirely coincidental.

A copy of the British Library Cataloguing in
Publication Data is available from the British Library

ISBN: 978-1-47210-604-9 (ebook)


Contents:

Meeting the Master

The Initiation

Masochist’s Love Song

Ruby and the Bull

When I Came By

Sufferer

The Joy of Women’s Desiring

The Resolution

The Tarot of Hector

Ice-Fishing

Conversation: 3 Moods

The Houseboy

For John

After You

If Silence is Golden

The Ride

Missing The Boat

Heat

Stripper’s Lines to a Fireman

Turned Out

Prometheus and Hercules

War-Horse

The Illustrating Man


 

 

 

 

 

For Patrick, my captain


 

 

 

 

 

Grateful Acknowledgements are made to the following:

To my mother and father, who have always accepted my going where I have to go, for their love and open-mindedness;

To my brother, Eric, for his special friendship and sense of humor;

To all my friends for their consistent support and encouragement: you know who you are, and fortunately for me, I know who you are;

To Charlie Stone, for the use of his computer, and years of faith;

To Tom Griesel, for his photography, generosity, and sensitive vision;

And to the late Doris Jean Austin, who always encouraged me to be bad, bold, and true to myself; who was the best writing teacher I ever had, and my most important mentor.


 

 

Author’s Note

For years, when asked what it is that I write about, I have responded — by turns flippant, apologetic, and in-your-face — “S&M.” What this answer means, though, has only gotten more difficult to clarify. The range and complexity of S&M involvement is as infinite as human sexuality itself. Even the letters “S” and “M” represent many different concepts to different people. As the theme of this book, sadomasochism is probably a misnomer. Here, “S&M” would much more readily stand for “slavery and mastery,” not only where it is consciously expressed in bedroom games, but where I see it sublimated and (barely) veiled nearly everywhere I look.

Meeting the Master, therefore, isn’t an easy book to categorize. It is both fiction and poetry. It is wholly erotic — at least to me — but only occasionally very graphic. It is straight, gay, and everything in between. It depicts a dark and little-understood area of sexuality, often outside of what we recognize as a sexual context.

Like anything else that resists a ready pigeonhole, this book will disturb and offend some people, but it is my hope that it will serve many others. Those who, like me, have a perpetual craving for material on this topic; who felt the pull early on, maybe even from early childhood; who have purchased even the most dismal pornography if it promised some kind of a “fix” in this area; who have felt intense frustration at the dearth of quality literature that addresses it in any depth.

It is the aim of this book to sate some of that particular hunger; to explore S&M beyond the stereotypes of leather, whips, and chains; to ask questions and provoke thought; to arouse and entertain.

It is my attempt to tell some of my own truth.

I hope you enjoy it.


Meeting the Master

“Beware the fury of a patient man.”

—John Dryden

 

I dreamed you had the patience of a prayer:

You let me memorize your open hand

Before you closed a fist around my hair.

I read a warning written down somewhere:

“Beware the fury of a patient man.”

I dreamed you had the patience of a prayer.

I’ll swear to the truth if you’ll take a dare,

Plead guilty if you’ll force me to the stand,

And close a knowing fist around my hair.

Yours is the rhythm of a rocking chair:

Steady as an hourglass spilling sand.

I dreamed your patience would make saints despair.

I’ve yearned to cringe beneath your level stare.

My wish has been to be at your command —

To kiss the iron fist around my hair.

I’ve waited for years, searching everywhere,

But only you have made me understand:

Patience in a slave is itself a prayer,

And answered by your fist around my hair.
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