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Praise for A House for the Season:

‘A romp of a story . . . For warm-hearted, hilarious reading, this one is a gem.’

Baton Rouge Sunday Advocate

‘A witty, charming, touching bit of Regency froth. Highly recommended.’

Library Journal

‘[Beaton] once again adroitly manipulates the floating upstairs population that keeps the downstairs on its toes.’

Publishers Weekly

‘[Beaton] is adept at character portrayal and development . . . Plain Jane is sure to delight Regency enthusiasts of all ages.’

Best Sellers

‘[Beaton] has launched another promising Regency series.’

Booklist
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For Rachel Field
with love


 

 

‘Miss F.,’ says I, ‘is said to be

A sweet young woman, is not she?’

‘O, excellent! I hear,’ she cried;

‘O, truly so!’ mamma replied.

‘How old should you suppose her, pray?

She’s older than she looks they say.’

‘Really,’ says I, ‘she seems to me

Not more than twenty-two or three.’

‘O, then you’re wrong,’ says Mrs G.

‘Their upper servant told our Jane,

She’ll not see twenty-nine again.’

‘Indeed, so old! I wonder why

She does not marry then,’ says I.

‘Miss F.,’ says I, ‘I’ve understood,

Spends all her time in doing good;

The people say her coming down

Is quite a blessing to the town,’

At that our hostess fetched a sigh,

And shook her head; and so, says I,

‘It’s very kind of her, I’m sure,

To be so generous to the poor.’

‘No doubt,’ says she, ‘’tis very true;

Perhaps there may be reasons too:

You know some people like to pass

For patrons with the lower class.’

And here I break my story’s thread.

Just to remark, that what she said,

Although I took the other part,

Went like a cordial to my heart.

JANE TAYLOR
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