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  Peter Cheyney and The Murder Room


   This title is part of The Murder Room, our series dedicated to making available out-of-print or hard-to-find titles by classic crime writers.


  Crime fiction has always held up a mirror to society. The Victorians were fascinated by sensational murder and
  the emerging science of detection; now we are obsessed with the forensic detail of violent death. And no other genre has so captivated and enthralled readers.


  Vast troves of classic crime writing have for a long time been unavailable to all but the most dedicated
  frequenters of second-hand bookshops. The advent of digital publishing means that we are now able to bring you the backlists of a huge range of titles by classic and contemporary crime writers, some
  of which have been out of print for decades.


  From the genteel amateur private eyes of the Golden Age and the femmes fatales of pulp fiction, to the morally
  ambiguous hard-boiled detectives of mid twentieth-century America and their descendants who walk our twenty-first century streets, The Murder Room has it all. 


  
    The Murder Room


    Where Criminal Minds Meet

  


  themurderroom.com


  


  Ill Say She Does


  Peter Cheyney
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  AUTHORS NOTE


  The time has come when I must say a few words about Mr. Lemuel H. Caution and this book.


  Ill Say She Does is the result of a promise I made to two brave officers in the Australian Forces. Lieut.-Commander Al Palmer, D.S.C., and Major Brooke Moore. I told them I would
  do a Lemmy Caution novel especially for them and prisoners of war. This is it.


  In 1944 my wife was one of the St. John Welfare Officers who went to Sweden to repatriate British Prisoners of War on the Drottningholmcalled by the Repatriates the Trotting
  Home. On the voyage home it was discovered that she was Mrs. Peter Cheyney and Palmer and Brooke asked her to bring back to me a letter, written by them on behalf of the people on board.
  Many of these men had been in prison camps for years.


  I have always been rather pleased with inventing Lemmy Caution who has, during the last ten years, found his way into a large slice of the world and acquired a popularity with many people; but I
  can say without undue sentimentality that the proudest moment in my life as a writer was when I read this letter.


  They said that during their years of captivity the Caution books had brought them entertainment and laughterat times and under circumstances when laughter was not particularly easy. They
  told me stories of Lemmy Caution in the Stalagsone, of the padre who, walking about the camp with his nose in a large book of Devotions, was discovered, eventually, to have
  Dames Dont Care inside the covers.


  The letter ended . . . and thanks for what youve done for us.


  Afterwards, when I met Skipper and Brookie and we had the historic four-fingers together, I heard the rest of it and said that, as soon as possible, I would do a Lemmy Caution book
  for all Prisoners of War and especially the Drottningholm people in whom I had a particular personal interest.


  Brookie is back in Australia but this book will find him there. I dont know where one-armed Skipper is at the moment but hell get it sometime.


  I am very proud of being thanked by prisoners of war for what I have done for them. May I, on behalf of Lemmy Caution and all his readers, thank them for what they have
  doneand sufferedfor us.
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‘Peter Cheyney is the Damon Runyon of crime’
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