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Getting the most from this guide

This guide is designed to help you to develop your understanding and critical appreciation of the concepts and issues raised in Entre les murs as well as your language skills, fully preparing you for your Paper 2 exam. It will help you when you are studying the film for the first time and also during your revision.

A mix of French and English is used throughout the guide to ensure you learn key vocabulary and structures that you’ll need for your essay, while also allowing you to develop a deep understanding of the work.

The following features have been used throughout this guide to help build your language skills and focus your understanding of the film.
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Activity

Various types of activities are found throughout the book to test your knowledge of the work and develop your vocabulary and grammar. Longer writing tasks will help prepare you for your exam.
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Build critical skills

These offer an opportunity to consider some more challenging questions. They are designed to encourage deeper thinking and analysis to take you beyond what happens in the film to explore why the director has used particular techniques and the effects they have on you. These analytical and critical skills are essential for success in AO4 in the exam.
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Answers

Answers to every activity, task and critical skills question can be found online at www.hoddereducation.co.uk/mfl-study-guide-answers
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les émeutes (f) riots

For every paragraph in French, key vocabulary is highlighted and translated. Make sure you know these words so you can write an essay with accurate language and a wide range of vocabulary, which is essential to receive the top mark for AO3.
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TASK

Short tasks are included throughout the book to test your knowledge of the film. These require short written answers.
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GRADE BOOSTER

These top tips will advise you on what to do, as well as what not to do, to maximise your chances of success in the examination.
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Key quotation

Key quotations are highlighted as they may be useful supporting evidence in your essay.

Notre vie, elle est pas passionnante.

(Justine)

Further quotations can be found in the ‘Top 10 quotations’ chapter on page 93 of the guide.
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1 Synopsis

Entre les murs opens with François Marin, a secondary school teacher, having a coffee at a bar before making his way into school for the day-long teachers’ briefing that precedes the first day back to school for the students. The teachers are given their timetables, new teachers are introduced and a celebratory encouragement drink is held.

The next day, we are introduced to form 4e3, of which M. Marin is the form teacher. After he has obtained relative silence in the class, the first challenge to the teacher’s words is formulated. After that is resolved, the students are asked to write some details about themselves. Already some key personalities come to the fore: Esméralda, Khoumba, Boubacar and Souleymane.

During a grammar lesson, Esméralda raises a point that starts an argument on the usefulness or otherwise of some tenses of the French language. This leads to an exchange on registers of language and appropriate use of each level of register depending on circumstances.

After expressing his disappointment at the students failing to complete what he thought was an easy piece of homework, M. Marin asks Khoumba to read an extract from The Diary of Anne Frank, which she flatly refuses to do. An argument between Khoumba and M. Marin follows, with Khoumba persevering in her refusal to cooperate and ending up being really rude to her teacher. She is kept back after the class to have a chance to explain herself and is asked to apologise, which gives her more opportunity for insolence. M. Marin is frustrated by her behaviour.

At the termly meeting of class teachers and class representatives, we hear the marks and comments given by various teachers, which are written in the termly report that will be sent to the students’ parents. The two class reps (Louise and Esméralda) are seen making some mitigating comments in defence of their classmates, as well as starting to eat biscuits and ending up having a fit of laughter in what is a serious environment, leading to pointed looks from the teachers.

A couple of days later, a question from Souleymane regarding his marks for the term, as well as the girls revealing to him that M. Marin had said that he was academically limited, leads M. Marin to state that the class reps behaved like ‘stupid tarts’ at the recent meeting. A major verbal altercation ensues, with the class ganging up against M. Marin. Souleymane ends up being highly disrespectful towards his teacher and M. Marin tries to physically restrain Souleymane, who lashes out and injures Khoumba.

Souleymane’s behaviour is reported to the deputy head teacher, who leaves the decision to M. Marin as to whether to give Souleymane a disciplinary hearing. François hesitates and dithers, especially after hearing from Souleymane’s classmates that if Souleymane is excluded from school permanently, his dad will send him back to his village in Mali. Between the pressure from the other teachers and his obligation not to leave objectionable behaviour unsanctioned, François Marin finds himself forced to ask for a disciplinary hearing for Souleymane.

After being confronted by the pastoral director, M. Marin goes out into the playground to confront Louise and Esméralda again, with no more success in his attempt to make them see sense. As the tone of the conversation rises, more and more students side with the girls and M. Marin has to leave the conversation and the playground in order not to lash out in sheer frustration.

On the fateful day, Souleymane is present with his mother, who does not speak French but either speaks through her son or states in rehearsed French a few sentences in defence of her son. The parents’ representatives also raise a few objections (including the fact that M. Marin is going to vote on Souleymane’s exclusion while at the same time being a defendant in the matter at hand). This unfortunately is not enough to save Souleymane, as a majority of committee members vote for his permanent exclusion. Souleymane has remained silent throughout the hearing except to translate for his mother. We see them leaving the school, Souleymane looking forlorn and his mum as dignified as ever.
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Build critical skills

Selon vous, pourquoi est-ce que le film s’appelle Entre les murs ?
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The film ends as the school year ends: the sun is shining, M. Marin’s final gesture for the year is to distribute to the class the collection of self-portraits written earlier in the year, to the delight of the students. The day ends with a joyful football game, students against teachers, and everybody is having a good time.
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TASK

Recherchez des informations sur Laurent Cantet.
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