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Note: this book contains historical sources which may use words that were widely used at the time of the source, but are derogatory, offensive and are not used today. These words may include ‘coloured’ (person or people), ‘Negro’, and ‘non-white’, as well as racist words such as ‘n—r’, which we do not print in full.
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How this book will help you in AQA GCSE History



It will help you to learn the content

Is your main worry when you prepare for an exam that you won’t know enough to answer the questions? Many people feel that way – particularly when a course covers over 1000 years of history! And it is true, you will need good knowledge of the main events and the detail to do well in this thematic study. This book will help you acquire both the overview and the detail.

The author text explains the key content clearly. It helps you understand each period and each topic, and the themes that connect the topics. 
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A pie chart showing the result of the 1975 EEC referendum.
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Diagrams and timelines help you to visualise and remember topics. We also encourage you to draw your own diagrams – an even better way to learn.
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The book is full of sources. This course deals with some big issues and sources help pin those issues down. History is at its best when you can see what real people said, did, wrote, sang, watched, laughed about or cried over. Sources can really help you understand the story better and remember it because they help you to see the big concepts and ideas in terms of what they meant to people at the time. 
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SOURCE 1 The opening lyrics of Lord Kitchener’s song: ‘London is the place for me’. 

London is the place for me

London this lovely city

You can go to France or America,

India, Asia or Australia

But this is the place I wanted to know

London that is the place for me

To live in London you are really comfortable

Because the English people are very much sociable
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SOURCE 4 A drawing from the 1870s of an Irish ‘navvy’ by an unknown artist.
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Think questions direct you to the things you should be noticing or thinking about in the sources and text. They also help you practise the kind of analytical skills that you need to improve in history.
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THINK


	26  Study Source 6 carefully. Can you identify at least three features of Jewish life in the source which show that Jewish people experienced hardship in London?

	27  How useful is Source 6 for explaining the contribution of Jewish migrants to the growth of the British economy in the late nineteenth century? 
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Every subject and topic has its own vocabulary. If you don’t know what these words mean you won’t be able to write about the subject. So for each chapter we have provided a key word list. These are the kind of words or terms that could be used in sources or an exam question without any explanation, so you need to be able to understand them and use them confidently in your writing. They are all defined in the Glossary on pages 107–108. But we also want you to create your own key word list – in a notebook or on your phone, write down each word with your own definition.
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KEY WORDS

Make sure you know what these words mean, and are able to use them confidently in your own writing. See the Glossary on page 107 for definitions. 


	•  Anarchy

	•  Angevin
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Finally, there is a Topic Summary at the end of every topic. This condenses all the content into a few points, which should help you to get your bearings in even the most complicated content. You could read that summary before you even start the topic to know where you are heading!
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TOPIC SUMMARY

England in the Age of Discovery


	•  English seafarers made technological advances in shipbuilding and navigation. This enabled them to challenge Spanish and Portuguese domination of commerce and resources in the ‘New World’ of the Americas.
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It will help you to apply what you learn

The second big aim of this book is to help you apply what you learn, which means to help you think deeply about the content, develop your own judgements about the themes, and make sure you can support those judgements with evidence and relevant knowledge. 

This is not an easy task. You will not suddenly develop this skill. You need to practise studying an issue, deciding what you think, and then select from all that you know the points that are really relevant to your argument. One of the most important skills in history is the ability to select, organise and deploy (use) knowledge to answer a particular question. 


The main way we help you with this is through the Focus Tasks. These are the big tasks that appear at the end of each chapter so that you can build your big picture of the story of Migration, Empires and the People. We ask you to create a: 


	•  Development of the British Empire factor map at the end of each chapter so you can track the development of the British Empire over time.

	•  Contacts Directory to understand the role played by individuals in Britain’s story of migration, and the relevance of factors within these individuals’ lives. 



These tasks help you think through the big issues and the resulting charts will also help you revise. We also ask you to write answers to the nine enquiry questions that conclude each subsection of the book.
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FOCUS TASK


	1  What do you think were the key factors in the changing connections between Britain and the peoples of its American and Caribbean colonies in the eighteenth century?

	2  Write an answer to the enquiry question: How did the idea of liberty shape the fate of Britain in the Americas from 1707 to 1865? 
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It will help you prepare for your examination

If you read all the text and tackle all the Focus Tasks in this book you should be well prepared for the exam, but to help you more specifically:


Progress Check questions focus on the skills and concepts that will be the focus of exam questions. These deal with the kind of issues that the exams will focus on (usefulness of sources, significance of events, causes of events, factors for change, similarities and differences between events). They help you judge how well your thinking is developing about these issues. 
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PROGRESS CHECK

Significance


	1  Explain the significance of the Suez Canal for the development of the British Empire up to 1914.
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Assessment Focus appears on pages 103–106. These pages take you step by step through the requirements of the specification and the kinds of questions you might be asked. They provide some practice questions and some sample answers that help you to see what an effective answer might look like. 







Migration, Empires and the People, 790 to the present day: The Long Second Millennium

When we look at the sea, it’s the waves that catch our attention and appear to create all the drama. So, when we look at the past it is the major events that seem to hold our attention: battles, Acts of Parliament, protest marches, disasters and triumphs. But with the ocean it is the currents that are at work below the surface that drive the waves, even though we don’t see them. It’s similar with history: there are factors and influences at work behind the scenes of the great events that shape the changes and the continuities of our long past. When we look at a really long period of history, as in this course, we can begin to appreciate these ‘currents’ much better. 

People have commented about British history and these themes throughout the millennium, and we have chosen quotes from six different people to highlight something about Migration, Survival, Liberty, Business, Empire, and Identity.
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ACTIVITY

Study these quotes and consider how relevant the ideas are to life for British people in the early twenty-first century.
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Migration

William of Malmesbury was a medieval English monk, whose father was Norman and mother English. He wrote a number of important histories of England. In 1125, he wrote:


‘England has become the habitation of outsiders and the dominion of foreigners … and newcomers gnaw away at the riches and very innards of England.’



He was talking particularly about the migration of Norman French people that followed the Norman Conquest. These sorts of complaints can still be heard in the twenty-first century.

[image: ]






[image: ]

Survival

Giovanni Mocenigo was the ambassador of Venice to the kingdom of France at the time of the battle between the Spanish Armada and England. On 11 August 1588 he said:


‘The battle will be bloody, for the English never yield.’



He was emphasising the way in which England fought for its survival through the centuries.
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Liberty

John Milton was an English poet and author, famous for his poem Paradise Lost. In 1644 he was arguing with Parliament for the freedom of writers to publish what they wanted to, within the law of libel – the ‘freedom of the press’. Milton wrote:


‘Give me the liberty to know, to utter, and to argue freely according to conscience, above all liberties.’



Liberty was becoming a very important idea for the English people, and was a key factor in the revolutions of the seventeenth century.
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Business

Napoleon Bonaparte was a French soldier who became the Emperor of France after the French Revolution had swept away the old French monarchy. He led France in a series of wars against Britain but failed to successfully invade England. He has been reported as saying that:


‘England is a nation of shopkeepers.’



This gave the message that business and trade were a vital strength in Britain’s economic position in the world.
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Empire

Winston Churchill was the wartime leader of Britain between 1940 and 1945. He argued very strongly that Britain should not give up its empire. When Britain did give INDEPENDENCE to its Indian Empire in 1947, Churchill said:


‘It is with deep grief I watch the clattering down of the British Empire with all its glories and all the services it has rendered to mankind.’



He clearly believed that the British Empire had been a good thing for the world and for Britain.
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Identity

Mo Farah is a very successful British athlete who was born in Somalia and migrated to Britain when he was nine years old. After winning his first Olympic gold medal at the London Games in 2012, thinking about his identity, he said:


‘This is my country and when I put on my Great Britain vest I’m proud. I’mvery proud.’



The interaction of the themes of this course helps us to appreciate the various influences on the identities of people who see themselves as British.
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THINK

There are also seven key factors that influence the history of Britain in the Long Second Millennium: economic resources, government, ideas, individuals, religion, technology and war.

Which of the seven factors do you think would be most relevant to each of the six themes? What do you know about Britain and these factors already?
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Migration and EMPIRE are two themes (currents) that have been vital in British history, and we have added another four to help you understand the big picture of British history: Business, Liberty, Survival and Identity. We are going to study over a thousand years of those themes to help understand British identity and interaction with the world. We have called the whole period the ‘Long Second Millennium’ because the earlier part, before 1000CE, is needed to make sense of the thousand-year period that ended formally in 2000CE. We also include the period of the twenty-first century that we have seen so far, bringing us to the present day.


The role of individuals in thematic history: My Contacts Directory

You are studying very long periods of time, and we understand that major factors drive changes and influence the way events happen. However, individuals are always significant, both as examples of some of those factors, and sometimes as a key factor in their own right. There are many individual stories in this book that show how important individuals are to history. We have given you details of these people as ‘Contacts’. Most of these are in green but some are in blue because these are the people who are directly mentioned in the AQA specification for this course. When you come across a Contact you will need to keep a record of the key details, and we suggest that you do that in a Contacts Directory. This could be kept in a separate exercise book, or on index cards that you can then catalogue, so that revision becomes much easier. 

You can carry out further research into the topics and gather more evidence about these people. The record that you keep should show how the particular Contact is an example of a migrant, to or from Britain, and how they contributed to Britain and the British Empire. See if you can find something about the Contact for each of the six key factors. You will review the Contacts at the end of each of the four sections of the course.



Using your Contacts Directory

To show you how to go about using your Contacts Directory, on the left we have presented an example of a major figure in British history, Winston Churchill. We have shown how you can use the information in his Contact to complete a grid focused on the factors you are studying. There are many aspects of Churchill’s life that connect to our themes and factors. He was the son of an American immigrant, and travelled to a number of parts of the Empire. The reporter Jon Snow, a schoolboy at the time of Churchill’s death, waited for hours in the cold to catch a glimpse of the train carrying his coffin back to his place of birth. Snow recalled that he bowed his head at the passing train in genuine awe because ‘it felt like the passing of history’. For many, Churchill’s death was the symbolic end of the British Empire.
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CONTACT

Winston Churchill, 1874–1965


	•  Born in 1874 at Blenheim Palace, Oxfordshire, Churchill was the son of Lord Randolph Churchill, a prominent Conservative politician. His mother, Jeanette Jerome, was a wealthy American migrant to England. 

	•  He was raised as a member of the established Anglican Church.

	•  Churchill studied and trained at the Royal Military College Sandhurst. In 1896 his regiment went to India, where he saw service as both a soldier and a journalist on the North-West Frontier (modern Pakistan).

	•  In 1899 he left the army. After failing to get elected as a Conservative MP, Churchill travelled to South Africa to cover the Boer War as a reporter for the London Morning Post.

	•  Churchill became a Liberal MP in 1900. As a minister in the Liberal Government in 1910–12 he was responsible for increasing the size of the Royal Navy to protect British naval supremacy against German competition.

	•  In 1921 Churchill moved to the Colonial Office, where his principal concern was with the mandated territories in the Middle East. To keep control over these new territories he promoted the use of the Royal Air Force to subdue rebels who did not want to be a part of the British Empire.

	•  In 1931 Churchill resigned from the Government in protest at its round table negotiations with Gandhi and Indian Nationalists, because he believed they were against the British Empire, and that Gandhi should be imprisoned for organising boycotts of British goods.

	•  He was chosen to lead a coalition government in May 1940 after the war against Nazi Germany began to go horribly wrong. Churchill’s speeches lifted national morale during this grim period. 

	•  He lost the 1945 election to Labour, but was re-elected in 1951. 

	•  In 1953, the year of Queen Elizabeth II’s coronation, he was awarded the Order of the Garter for his services to the British Empire, and also a Nobel Prize for Literature.

	•  Churchill died in 1965 and his state funeral was one of the grandest in British history. 
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	Key factor
	Contact: Winston Churchill



	War
	Fought in India and later South Africa before becoming Lord of the Admiralty in charge of the navy in 1911. In 1940–45 he led Britain to victory in the Second World War.



	Religion
	Anglican



	Government
	Elected as an MP for the Conservative and Liberal parties. Was given a number of important ministerial positions before, during and after the First World War. Chosen to become prime minister in 1940 until the end of the Second World War.



	Economic resources
	Supported the British Empire and was especially critical of Indian nationalists like Gandhi who challenged the dominant position of British trade in India.



	Science and technology
	Promoted the building of sophisticated battleships while in charge of the navy and later pioneered use of the Royal Air Force to maintain the Empire in the early 1920s.



	Ideas
	A strong believer in the British Empire, Churchill used his political positions to maintain the Empire. He also believed in good relations with America and the Commonwealth.
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