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Introduction

Reading unlocks the world. Reading newspaper and magazine articles provides you with valuable information about what is going on around you, reading letters and diary extracts allows you to share the thoughts and experiences of other people, and reading stories and poems unlocks your imagination and lets you fly freely to places, spaces and times you may never be able to visit in real life. And being able to retrieve and summarise what you have read, to understand the structure and purpose of a text and why an author has used the language they have used, and to infer meaning and make deductions from what you have read are the keys to reading. In turn, reading helps you learn how to speak, how to listen and how to write; how to communicate your own thoughts, feelings and ideas with those around you.

This series adopts a skills-based approach to teaching English. This means that you will be introduced to a skill, such as the comprehension skill of inference or how to write a descriptive passage, and you will return to it throughout Years 3 to 6, getting better and better at it over time.

Notes on features

Throughout this series you will come across the following features that are designed to help you:
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Skill focus

This box will tell you which comprehension skill each chapter focuses on.
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This box points you to the reading list for each chapter. The reading lists can be found in English Year 4 Answers (available as a PDF download from the Galore Park website – ISBN 9781471896613).
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In these boxes you will come across questions to help you:


•  practise your comprehension skills

•  practise using grammar correctly

•  practise using punctuation correctly

•  practise your spelling

•  develop your vocabulary

•  practise your creative writing skills.
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Speaking and listening

These activities will help you develop your speaking and listening skills.
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