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Introduction

About Paper 1

Paper 1 Option Russia 1917–91: from Lenin to Yeltsin requires a breadth of knowledge of a historical period, as well as a knowledge of the historical debate around the fall of the Soviet Union. Paper 1 tests you against two Assessment Objectives: AO1 and AO3. AO3 is a new objective for this specification.

AO1 tests your ability to:


•  organise and communicate your own knowledge

•  analyse and evaluate key features of the past

•  make supported judgements

•  deal with concepts of cause, consequence, change, continuity, similarity, difference and significance.



On Paper 1, AO1 tasks require you to write essays from your own knowledge.

AO3 tests your ability to:


•  analyse and evaluate interpretations of the past

•  explore interpretations of the past in the context of historical debate.



On Paper 1, the AO3 task requires you to write an essay which analyses the work of historians.

At A Level, Paper 1 is worth 30 per cent of your qualification. At AS Level Paper 1 is worth 60 per cent of your qualification. Significantly, your AS grade does not count towards your overall A Level grade. Therefore, you will have to take this paper at A Level in order to get the A Level qualification.

Structure

At AS and A Level, Paper 1 is structured around four themes and one historical interpretation.

The exam is divided into three sections, which relate to different aspects of your course:



	Aspect of the course 
	AO 
	Exam 



	Theme 1: Communist government in the USSR, 1917–85
Theme 2: Industrial and agricultural change, 1917–85

Theme 3: Control of the people, 1917–85

Theme 4: Social developments, 1917–85
 
	AO1 
	Section A and Section B 



	Historical interpretations: What explains the fall of the USSR, c.1985–91 
	AO3 
	Section C 




The exam

The Paper 1 AS exam and A Level exam both last for 2 hours and 15 minutes, and are divided into three sections.

Section A and Section B test the breadth of your historical knowledge of the four themes:


•  Section A requires you to write one essay from a choice of two. Section A questions will usually test your knowledge of at least a decade. You should spend around 35 to 40 minutes on Section A; this includes making a brief plan.

•  Section B requires you to write one essay from a choice of two. Section B essays usually tests your knowledge of a third of the period 1918–79, around 23 years. You should spend around 35 to 40 minutes on Section B; this includes making a brief plan.



Section C tests your knowledge of the debate around the fall of the USSR.


•  Section C requires you to answer one compulsory question relating to two extracts from the work of historians. Questions will focus on the years c1985–91. You should spend around 35 to 40 minutes on Section C, and an additional 20 minutes to read the extracts and make a plan.



The AS questions are of a lower level in order to differentiate them from the A Level questions. You will find examples of AS and A Level questions throughout the book.

How to use this book

This book has been designed to help you to develop the knowledge and skills necessary to succeed in this exam. The book is divided into five sections – one for each of the four Themes in depth, and one for the Historical interpretation. Each section is made up of a series of topics organised into double page spreads. On the left-hand page, you will find a summary of the key content you need to learn. Words in bold in the key content are defined in the glossary. On the right-hand page, you will find exam-focused activities. Together, these two strands of the book will take you through the knowledge and skills essential for exam success.

There are three levels of exam-focused activities.


•  Band 1 activities are designed to develop the foundational skills needed to pass the exam. These have a green heading and this symbol:[image: ]

•  Band 2 activities are designed to build on the skills developed in Band 1 activities and to help you achieve a C grade. These have an orange heading and this symbol: [image: ]

•  Band 3 activities are designed to enable you to access the highest grades. These have a purple heading and this symbol: [image: ]



Each section ends with an exam-style question and model high-level answer with commentary. This should give you guidance on what is required to achieve the top grades. [image: ]
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