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Introduction

About the Eduqas course

During this course you must study two components (each carrying a weighting of 50%):

Component One: Studies in Depth

This is in two parts and consists of:


•  A British Depth Study

•  A non-British Depth Study



Component Two: Studies in Breadth

This is in two parts and consists of:


•  A Period Study

•  A Thematic Study, which includes the study of an historical site



Assessment

These studies will be assessed through four examination papers:

Component One

This will consist of a two hour examination split into two papers – one hour on the British Depth Study and one hour on the non-British Depth Study. Each study will be assessed by compulsory questions focusing on the analysis and evaluation of historical sources and interpretations. There will also be questions testing second order historical concepts such as continuity, change, consequence, significance, similarity and difference.

Component Two

This will consist of a two hour examination split into two papers – 45 minutes on the Period Study and one hour 15 minutes on the Thematic Study. Each study is assessed by five compulsory questions on the Period Study paper and seven compulsory questions on the Thematic Study paper. The main focus is on second order historical concepts but there is also some testing of source analysis and evaluation skills.

About the book

This book covers the option 2A The Development of the USA, 1929–2000 which is a Period Study and is part of Component Two. The book is divided into seven chapters.

1: Economic downturn and recovery

This chapter examines the key question: How was the USA affected by the Great Depression between 1929 and 1945? It explains the impact of the Wall Street Crash, Republican attempts to deal with the crisis, life during the Depression, and Roosevelt and the New Deal.

2: The economic impact of the Second World War and post-war developments

This chapter examines the key question: How had the economy of the USA changed by the 1960s? It examines industrial output in the years after the Second World War, post-war affluence, consumerism and suburbanisation and ‘poverty amidst plenty’.

3: The issue of civil rights, 1941–70

This chapter examines the key question: Why was it difficult for black Americans to gain equal rights between 1941 and 1970? This includes the contribution of black Americans to the war effort during the Second World War, the issue of education – Brown v. Topeka, Little Rock High and the Montgomery bus boycott, the roles of Martin Luther King and Malcolm X, and the civil rights legislation.

4: Political change, 1960–2000

This chapter examines the key question: What were the main political developments in the USA between 1960 and 2000? It explains the domestic policies of Kennedy, Nixon and Watergate, the Reagan years and changes under Bush Senior and Clinton.

5: Social change, 1950–2000

This chapter examines the key question: How did American society change between 1950 and 2000? and includes changes in music, entertainment, media and literature, changes in youth culture and student protest, and the changing role of women.

6: Cold War rivalry

This chapter examines the key question: Why did relations between the USA and the USSR deteriorate between 1945 and 1973? It examines the Truman Doctrine and containment of communism, the Berlin Crisis of 1948–49, the Cuban Missile Crisis of 1962 and US involvement in Vietnam.

7: The search for world peace since 1970

This chapter examines the key question: What has been the USA’s role in the search for peace since 1970? It explains détente and the attempts to limit arms, changing relations with China, the fall of communism and the end of the Cold War, and US involvement in Iran, Iraq and the Gulf War.

Features

Each chapter of this book:


•  contains activities – some develop the historical skills you will need, others are exam-style questions that give you the opportunity to practise exam skills

•  refers you to step-by-step guidance, marked answers and advice on how to answer particular question types in the period study paper

•  defines key terms and highlights glossary terms in bold and colour the first time they appear in each chapter.



Eduqas examination
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COMPONENT 2: STUDIES IN BREADTH

Period Study

2A. The Development of the USA, 1929–2000

Time allowed: 45 minutes


1  Describe the impact of the Watergate Scandal. [5 marks]
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In Question 1 you have to demonstrate your own knowledge and understanding of a key feature. You should aim to include specific factual detail.
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2  How far did the policy of détente change relations between the USA and the USSR? [6 marks]
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In Question 2 you have to make a judgement about the extent of change resulting from a particular event, movement, individual or turning point.
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3  The lives of many Americans changed after 1929 due to the influence of such developments as:




•  the sharp fall in share prices

•  the dramatic rise in unemployment

•  the policies of the Republican president.



Arrange the developments in order of their significance in changing the lives of many Americans after 1929. Explain your choices. [9 marks]
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In Question 3 you have to rank order three factors according to their significance to the key issue identified in the question, using your own knowledge to support your decision.
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4  Explain why Malcolm X was important in the fight for civil rights during the 1960s? [8 marks]
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In Question 4 you have to provide a number of specific reasons to explain a key issue.
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5  How important was the Truman Doctrine of Containment to US foreign policy between 1945 and 1973? [12 marks]
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In Question 5 you need to use your own knowledge to debate an issue, looking at both sides of the argument. You should provide a reasoned judgement upon the set question.
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Total marks for the paper: 40
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