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Introduction



About the Eduqas course

During this course you must study two components (each carrying a weighting of 50%):

Component 1: Studies in Depth

This is in two parts and consists of:


•  A British Depth Study

•  A non-British Depth Study



Component 2: Studies in Breadth

This is in two parts and consists of:


•  A Period Study

•  A Thematic Study, which includes the study of an historical site



These studies are assessed through four examination papers:

Component 1 consists of a two-hour examination split into two papers – one hour on the British Depth Study and one hour on the non-British Depth Study.

Each study is assessed by compulsory questions focusing on the analysis and evaluation of historical sources and interpretations. There are also questions testing second order historical concepts such as continuity, change, consequence, significance, similarity and difference.

Component 2 consists of a two-hour examination split into two papers – 45 minutes on the Period Study and one hour 15 minutes on the Thematic Study.

Each study is answered by five compulsory questions on the Period Study paper and seven compulsory questions on the Thematic Study paper. The main focus is on second order historical concepts but there is also some testing of source analysis and evaluation skills.



About the book

This book covers the option 1G Germany in Transition, 1919–1939 which is a non-British Depth Study and is part of Component 1. The book is divided into seven chapters:


1: The impact of the First World War

This chapter examines the key question: What challenges were faced by the Weimar Republic from 1919 to 1923? It examines the impact of the Treaty of Versailles, the threats from the Spartacists, the Kapp Putsch and the Munich uprising as well as the effects of the French invasion of the Ruhr of 1923.



2: The recovery of Weimar

This chapter focuses on the key question: Why were the Stresemann years considered a ‘golden age’? It examines the recovery of the Republic from hyperinflation, including the Dawes and Young Plans, as well as the importance of the Locarno Pact and German entry to the League of Nations.



3: The Nazi rise to power and the end of the Weimar Republic

This chapter focuses on the key question: How and why did the Weimar Republic collapse between 1929 and 1933? It examines the impact of the depression, the electoral appeal of Hitler and the Nazis after 1929 and the political developments of 1932–33 which led to Hitler being appointed chancellor.



4: Consolidation of power, 1933–34

This chapter focuses on the key question: How did the Nazis consolidate their power between 1933 and 1934? It examines the developments between 1933 and 1934 which enabled Hitler to establish a Nazi dictatorship including the Reichstag fire, the Enabling Act and the Night of the Long Knives.



5: Nazi economic, social and racial policies

This chapter focuses on the key question: How did Nazi economic, social and racial policies affect life in Germany? It examines Nazi policies to reduce unemployment, the changing role of women, Nazi control of the young and the treatment of the Jews.



6: Terror and persuasion

This chapter focuses on the key question: What methods did the Nazis use to control Germany? It examines Nazi control of Germany through the setting up of a police state and control of the legal system as well as Goebbels and the use of propaganda.



7: Hitler’s foreign policy

This chapter focuses on the key question: What factors led to the outbreak of war in 1939? It examines Hitler’s aims in foreign policy, rearmament and conscription, the re-occupation of the Rhineland in 1936, the Anschluss, Sudetenland Crisis of 1938 and the Nazi–Soviet Pact of 1939.




Features

Each chapter in this book:


•  contains activities – some develop the historical skills you will need, others are exam-style questions that give you the opportunity to practise exam skills

•  refers you to step-by-step guidance, model answers and advice on how to answer particular question types in the non-British Depth Study paper.

•  defines key terms and highlights glossary terms in bold and colour the first time they appear in each chapter.





Eduqas Examination

Below is a set of exam-style questions (without the sources). You will be given step-by-step guidance at the end of the book on how best to approach and answer these types of questions.
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COMPONENT 1: STUDIES IN DEPTH

NON-BRITISH STUDIES IN DEPTH

1G: ‘Germany in Transition, 1919–1939’

Time allowed: 1 hour


1  Use Source A and your own knowledge to describe the role of the SA. [5 marks]





[image: ]

In Question 1 you have to analyse an historical source and demonstrate your knowledge and understanding of the period by describing the key feature in the source.
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2  What was the purpose of Source B? [8 marks]
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In Question 2 you have to demonstrate knowledge and understanding through analysing and evaluating an historical source in order to explain its purpose (why it was produced).
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3  Do the interpretations support the view that Hitler’s main foreign policy aim was to conquer land to the east of Germany? [10 marks]
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In Question 3 you have to demonstrate knowledge and understanding to help explain why two interpretations by historians differ, through the analysis and evaluation of the content, authorship and intended audience of each source.
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4  Which of the sources is more useful to an historian studying the economic recovery of Weimar? [11 marks]
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In Question 4 you have to demonstrate knowledge and understanding in order to provide a judgement about the usefulness of two sources to an historian, having analysed and evaluated the content and authorship of each source before reaching a judgement.
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5  ‘Visitors to Germany in the 1930s saw a happy, friendly people united under Hitler.’

    (William Shirer, an American journalist who worked in Germany between 1934 and 1940, writing in his book The Rise and Fall of the Third Reich, published in 1960)

    To what extent do you agree with this interpretation?

    [16 marks & 3 marks for spelling, punctuation and grammar]
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In Question 5 you need to demonstrate understanding of a key issue, analysing and evaluating how and why interpretations differ, before reaching a judgement about the accuracy of each interpretation based upon its authorship.
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Total marks for the paper: 53
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