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Introduction



About the course

During this course you must study two components (each carrying a weighting of 50%):

Component One: Studies in Depth

This is in two parts and consists of:


	•  A British Depth Study

	•  A non-British Depth Study



Component Two: Studies in Breadth

This is in two parts and consists of:


	•  A Period Study

	•  A Thematic Study, which includes the study of an historical site



These studies will be assessed through four examination papers:

Component one consists of a two hour examination split into two papers – one hour on the British Depth Study and one hour on the non-British Depth Study.

Each study is assessed by compulsory questions focusing on the analysis and evaluation of historical sources and interpretations. There are also questions testing second order historical concepts such as continuity, change, consequence, significance, similarity and difference.

Component two consists of a two hour examination split into two papers – 45 minutes on the Period Study and one hour fifteen minutes on the Thematic Study.

Each study will be assessed by five compulsory questions on the Period Study paper and seven compulsory questions on the Thematic Study paper. The main focus will be on second order historical concepts but there will also be some testing of source analysis and evaluation skills.



About the book

This book covers Component One: British Study in Depth: The Elizabethan Age, 1558–1603.


Chapter 1 Elizabethan government

This chapter focuses on the key question: How successful was the government of Elizabeth I? It examines the events that resulted in the coronation of Elizabeth I; explores the popularity of the new queen; the power and responsibilities of the Royal Court and Privy Council as well as the influence of some councillors and the role and responsibility of local and national government.



Chapter 2 Lifestyles of the rich and poor

This chapter focuses on the key question: How did life differ for the rich and poor in Elizabethan times? It examines the contrasting lifestyles of the rich and poor in Elizabethan times, including their homes, fashion, roles and responsibilities; it explores the causes of poverty, the growth of vagrancy and the attempts by government to deal with these problems, including the Elizabethan poor laws.



Chapter 3 Popular entertainment

This chapter focuses on the key question: What were the most popular types of entertainment in Elizabethan times? It examines the popularity of cruel sports and the particular types of entertainment enjoyed by the rich. The growth and development of the theatre as a new form of entertainment is explored, together with the work of playwrights and the types of plays, concluding with an examination of contrasting opinions of the theatre.



Chapter 4 The problem of religion

This chapter focuses on the key question: How successfully did Elizabeth deal with the problem of religion? It examines the religious problems inherited by Elizabeth when she became queen; the aims and structure of the Religious Settlement of 1559; Elizabeth’s attempts to secure a ‘middle way’ and the key pieces of legislation that implemented the Settlement such as the Acts of Supremacy and Uniformity. It concludes with an examination of the reactions to the Settlement.



Chapter 5 The Catholic threat

This chapter focuses on the key question: Why were the Catholics such a serious threat to Elizabeth? It examines the impact of the Religious Settlement upon Catholics; the early years of toleration followed by more hardened attitudes after the Northern Rebellion of 1568 and Elizabeth’s excommunication in 1570. It discusses the problem of Mary, Queen of Scots and her influence in a series of Catholic plots to unseat Elizabeth (Ridolfi, Throckmorton and Babington) and her execution.



Chapter 6 The Spanish Armada

This chapter focuses on the key question: How much of a threat was the Spanish Armada? It examines the reasons for the launch of the Spanish Armada; the impact of the war in the Netherlands between Protestants and Catholics; the increasing rivalry between England and Spain in the New World; the sailing of the Armada along the English Channel; the use of fireships and the battle of Gravelines; the attempts of the remains of the Armada to return to Spain and the results of the failed invasion.



Chapter 7 The Puritan threat

This chapter focuses on the key question: Why did the Puritans become an increasing threat during Elizabeth’s reign? It examines the degree to which the growth of puritanism posed a threat to Elizabeth and her Religious Settlement; Puritan opposition in parliament and the privy council; Puritan opposition outside of parliament; the measures taken by the Queen and her governments to deal with the Puritan challenge.




Features

Each chapter of this book:


	•  contains activities - some build up the historical skills you will need, others are exam-style questions that give you the opportunity to practise exam skills

	•  refers you to step-by-step guidance, model answers and advice on how to answer particular question types

	•  defines key terms and highlights glossary terms in bold and colour the first time they appear in each chapter.





Eduqas Examination

Below is a set of exam-style questions (without the sources). You will be given step-by-step guidance at the end of the book on how best to approach and answer these types of questions.
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COMPONENT ONE: STUDIES IN DEPTH

BRITISH STUDIES IN DEPTH

1B. The Elizabethan Age, 1558–1603


	1.  What can be learnt from Sources A and B about the Privy Council in Elizabethan times? [4 marks]
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In Question 1 you have to analyse and pick out key details from two sources linked to the theme of the question
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	2.  To what extent does Source C accurately reflect the seriousness of the Catholic threat? [8 marks]
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In Question 2 you have to analyse and evaluate the accuracy of a source, using your knowledge to identify strengths and weaknesses
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	3.  Why was vagrancy seen as a significant threat to law and order during the reign of Elizabeth? [12 marks]
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In Question 3 you have to demonstrate knowledge and understanding to help construct a reasoned judgement upon the significance of an identified issue
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	4.  Explain the connections between TWO of the following that are to do with the Spanish Armada:

	•  Philip II

	•  Duke of Medina Sidonia

	•  The Netherlands

	•  Calais [10 marks]
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In Question 4 you have to demonstrate knowledge and understanding in order to explain relevant connections between two chosen features
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	5.  ‘The theatre burst into life during Elizabeth’s reign. Shakespeare wrote at least 37 plays during her reign, many of them being the most famous plays ever written. The popularity of such plays helped to make Elizabeth’s reign the “Golden Age” of English drama.’
(Andy Harmsworth writing in a GCSE history textbook, Elizabethan England, published in 1999.)

How far do you agree with this interpretation about the popularity of the theatre in Elizabethan times? [16 marks & 3 marks for spelling, punctuation and grammar]
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In Question 5 you need to demonstrate knowledge and understanding of a key issue, analysing and evaluating how and why interpretations of an issue differ, before reaching a judgement about the accuracy of the interpretation based upon its authorship
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Total marks for the paper: 53
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