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Introduction

In this book we dig deeper into the workings of the Latin language, learning to cope with 3rd declension nouns and adjectives, two more tenses and a whole load of irregular verbs. Just as importantly, we learn more about the Romans themselves: their food and clothing, their houses and their leisure pastimes, and more of their history, including a sneak preview of the mighty Julius Caesar. We also read stories about Ulysses (better known to most of us as Odysseus) on his way home from the Trojan War, and Perseus, the slayer of the Gorgon Medusa.

The Romans, as you may know by now, were fascinated by the culture of Ancient Greece, and absorbed much of it into their own. Be careful, however, with the fact that in many cases, they gave Latin names to Greek gods, goddesses and figures from mythology. Thus we read in Latin of the hero Ulixēs, translated into English as Ulysses, but known to the Greeks as Odysseus. A similar thing happens with the king of the gods. The Romans called him Iuppiter, translated into English as Jupiter, and known to the Greeks as Zeus.

As in Book 1, we have marked the vowels on the Latin words where these should be pronounced as long with a macron (e.g. nārrat, fēmina, īnsula, rogō, tūtus). Learning to pronounce the words correctly is an important part of Latin. As you go further with the language, and start reading Latin poetry, you will find it essential to know whether a vowel is long or short, and the best way to master this is to learn it correctly when you first meet a new word.

Once again, vocabularies for learning are given at the end of each chapter, and a complete set of English–Latin and Latin–English vocabularies is given at the end of the book. There is a summary of all the grammar that you cover in Books 1 and 2 at the back, and you will also find there a more detailed guide to pronunciation.

Notes on features in this book

Exercise

Exercises are provided to give you plenty of opportunities to practise what you have learned.


[image: ]

Useful rules and reminders are scattered throughout the book.
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The box on the right makes it clear that you are studying a non-linguistic topic required by the ISEB Classics syllabus. Non-linguistic topics are about:


•   aspects of domestic life in Rome

•   early Roman legends

•   Roman entertainment

•   the Roman army

•   Roman Britain

•   Greek mythology.
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This topic is part of the Non-Linguistic Studies section of the ISEB syllabus.
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There is a wealth of information to help you with the questions in these non-linguistic topics in Greeks & Romans by A.M. Wright, published by Galore Park.
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Go further

This heading highlights material that is beyond the requirements of the ISEB syllabus. You do not need to remember this material for your exam, but it will help you understand some interesting aspects of the language.
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