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Exam tips

Advice on key points in the text to help you learn and recall content, avoid pitfalls, and polish your exam technique in order to boost your grade.
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Knowledge check

Rapid-fire questions throughout the Content Guidance section to check your understanding.
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Knowledge check answers

Turn to the back of the book for the Knowledge check answers.
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Summaries


•  Each core topic is rounded off by a bullet-list summary for quick-check reference of what you need to know.
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About this book

All students of AS and A-level geography following the AQA specification are assessed on the use and application of a range of geographical skills and techniques, and fieldwork. Both of these assessments will be undertaken in the context of the geographical concepts that have been studied, and within a variety of content areas, both physical and human. These concepts and content areas should also provide inspiration for the group and individual fieldwork activities that have to be undertaken during the course.

The geographical skills and techniques can be assessed in a variety of ways, including:


 (a)  in any of the content-based examination questions on any of the AS or A-level papers

 (b)  in the specific fieldwork and skills questions on Paper 2 (Section B) of the AS examination

 (c)  in the Non-Examination Assessment (NEA) that each A-level student has to submit



The fieldwork is assessed either:


 (a)  in the specific fieldwork and skills questions on Paper 2 (Section B) of the AS examination

 (b)  in the NEA that each A-level student has to submit



This guide has three main sections:

Geographical skills: this summarises the specification requirements, and examines each of the required skills and techniques, providing exemplars of most.

Fieldwork: this examines fieldwork at both AS and A-level. In each case, the specification requirements are given, together with advice on how to meet them. At AS, fieldwork and geographical skills are assessed together by means of a written examination. An exemplar assessment is provided in the Questions & Answers section (see below). At A-level, the NEA assesses fieldwork. Guidance is provided on meeting the requirements of the mark scheme for the NEA. This is followed by a number of exemplar fieldwork contexts written in the style of an A-level student. It must be noted that none of these are complete or perfect. Further ideas for individual NEA titles are also provided.

Questions & Answers: this includes some sample fieldwork and geographical skills questions similar in style to those AS students might expect in the exam. There are some sample student responses to these questions as well as detailed analysis, which will give further guidance in relation to what exam markers are looking for in order to award top marks.

The best way to use this book is to be fully aware of what form of assessment/s you are doing, i.e. whether you are doing AS or A-level. Then, you can select the most appropriate aspects of the book.
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