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Exam tips

Advice on key points in the text to help you learn and recall content, avoid pitfalls, and polish your exam technique in order to boost your grade.
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Knowledge check

Rapid-fire questions throughout the Content Guidance section to check your understanding.
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Knowledge check answers

Turn to the back of the book for the Knowledge check answers.
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Summaries


•  Each core topic is rounded off by a bullet-list summary for quick-check reference of what you need to know.
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About this book

This guide has been designed to help you succeed in the Eduqas and WJEC Geography A-level courses. The topics and components covered in this guide are:


•  Section A of WJEC A-level Unit 3: Global systems (water and carbon cycles)

•  Section A of Eduqas A-level Component 2: Global systems (water and carbon cycles)

•  WJEC A-level Unit 5 and Eduqas A-level Component 4: The independent investigation (non-examined assessment)



The format of the different examination papers is summarised in the table below.
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The guide has the following main objectives:


•  It provides you with key concepts, definitions, theories and examples that may be used to answer questions in the examination. The examples have been chosen to provide you with an up-to-date view of important global issues.

•  It provides guidance on how to tackle the synoptic element of the exam, which draws on ideas from your entire geography course.

•  It suggests self-study tasks that will enhance your knowledge and understanding before you enter the examinations.

•  Finally, it gives you the opportunity to test yourself through knowledge check questions, which are designed to help you check your depth of knowledge. You will also benefit from noting the exam tips, which provide further help in determining how to learn key aspects of the course.



The examinations

Eduqas

At A-level, the total examination time of Component 2: Global systems and global governance is 2 hours. You have approximately 40–45 minutes to answer the questions in Section A: Global systems (water and carbon cycles), which comprises two compulsory structured, data response questions and one extended essay question (choose from two).

The two structured questions start with a part (a) resource-based question: you may be asked to describe a pattern or trend. The resource can also lead to a question requiring basic calculation or some interpretation of the data, which might be in cartographic, graphical, statistical or photographic form (including air and satellite images). The following part (b) question develops from the topic in (a), it requires brief explanation of a relatively small section of the specification and is worth 5 marks.

The essay question that follows is worth 20 marks. You are expected to offer a structured response consisting of continuous prose. A command word or phrase such as ‘discuss’ or ‘to what extent’ requires you to adopt an evaluative approach and arrive at a conclusion. There is a choice from two titles.

WJEC

The total examination time of WJEC A-level Unit 3: Global systems and global governance is 2 hours. You have approximately 40–45 minutes to answer the questions in Section A: Global systems (water and carbon cycles), which comprises two compulsory structured, data response questions and one extended essay question (choose from two).

The two structured questions start with a part (a) resource-based question: you may be asked to describe a pattern or trend, or to suggest reasons why the data appear the way they do. The resource can also lead to a question requiring basic calculation or some interpretation of the data, which might be in cartographic, graphical, statistical or photographic form (including air and satellite images). The following part (b) question develops from the topic in (a), it requires brief explanation of a relatively small section of the specification and is worth 4 or 5 marks.

The essay question that follows is worth 18 marks. You are expected to offer a structured response consisting of continuous prose. A command word or phrase such as ‘discuss’ or ‘to what extent’ requires you to adopt an evaluative approach and arrive at a conclusion. There is a choice from two titles.

How answers are marked

The examiner will use Assessment Objectives (AOs) to mark your work. The AOs for A2 (WJEC) and A-level (Eduqas) are as follows.

AO1: Demonstrate knowledge and understanding of places, environments, concepts, processes, interactions and change at a variety of scales.

AO2: Apply knowledge and understanding in different contexts to interpret, analyse and evaluate geographical information and issues.


•  AO2.1a: Apply knowledge and understanding in different contexts to analyse geographical information and issues.

•  AO2.1b: Apply knowledge and understanding in different contexts to interpret geographical information and issues.

•  AO2.1c: Apply knowledge and understanding in different contexts to appraise/judge geographical information.



AO3: Use a variety of relevant quantitative, qualitative and fieldwork skills to:


•  AO3.1: Investigate geographical questions and issues.

•  AO3.2: Interpret, analyse and evaluate data and evidence.

•  AO3.3: Construct arguments and draw conclusions.



Mark bands

For the AOs being tested in each question the examiner will make use of marks bands for each AO to guide his/her decision. Here are the qualities that examiners will be looking for in each final band.

Band 3: Answers to the shorter questions (4 or 5 marks) will be clear and factually accurate, displaying good knowledge and understanding supported by developed examples, sketches and diagrams. Descriptions will be clear. Statistical work will be complete and understood. Answers to the essays will be well written and argued so that the command word (e.g. ‘discuss’ or ‘assess’) has been followed. Knowledge will be very detailed, accurate and well supported by examples, and issues will be fully understood.

Band 2: Answers to the shorter questions are often unbalanced and partial responses, which may be unstructured and make points in a random order. Knowledge is present but not always factually accurate or completely understood. Answers to the essays will demonstrate some understanding but not of all of the points and the examples will be mostly accurate and rather sketchy. Diagrams and statistical work may be less complete. The command word is reinterpreted to mean description rather than discussion or evaluation. The coverage might be limited to short case studies with generalised detail.

Band 1: Answers to the shorter questions have very limited and possibly fragmented factual knowledge. There might be no valid examples or just a single example named but not developed. Statistical responses will be neglected. Answers to the essays may be a set of unrelated, undeveloped ideas, possibly only in note form, and rather hit and miss in their relevance to the question. The command word might be ignored.

The independent investigation

You are expected to complete an independent investigation as part of your A-level course. Also called the non-examined assessment (because your own teacher reads and marks your document when it is completed), the independent investigation is integral to A-level geography and contributes 20% to the overall final assessment. Your independent investigation will:


•  be based on a question or issue you have identified and developed yourself (it can address aims, questions and/or hypotheses relating to any of the compulsory or optional content from across the entire geography specification)

•  draw on your own research, including field data you have sourced by yourself, or data created as part of a group fieldtrip (providing certain rules have been followed)

•  draw on secondary data you have sourced by yourself



Once the data have been collected, you are required to work entirely independently in order to:


•  present, analyse and summarise your findings and data

•  draw conclusions and make an evaluation of the completed work



Geographical skills

You are expected to develop various skills as a geographer. Skills are both quantitative (using mathematical, computational and statistical procedures to record phenomena and processes) and qualitative (using non-numerical techniques such as cartographic and GIS data, visual images, interviewing and oral histories). The specification provides a full list. Some statistical skills appear in the companion volumes to this book.

Specialised concepts

The following terms are essential for a twenty-first century A-level geographer to know and understand. Use them correctly in context whenever you can because the examination questions will expect you to understand what they mean.

Adaptation: The ability to respond to changing events and to reduce current and future vulnerability to change. Societies must adapt to climate change, for instance.

Causality: The relationship between cause and effect. Everything has a cause or causes. For instance, precipitation is an effect of the collision or fusion of smaller water droplets, which in turn have been caused by air uplift and cooling (see p. 28).

Equilibrium: A state of balance between inputs and outputs in a system such as the water of the carbon cycle. A steady-state equilibrium means there is balance in the long term but the system fluctuates in the short term.

Feedback: The way that environmental changes become accelerated, or are negated, by the processes operating in a human or physical system (see p. 63).

Globalisation: The process by which the world is becoming increasingly interconnected as a result of increased integration and interdependence of the global economy. Globalisation may be viewed as a cause of accelerated anthropogenic (human) climate change.

Identity: How people view changing places, landscapes or societies from different perspectives and experiences. Climate change is predicted to bring significant changes to landscape identity in the future (such as dominant vegetation species).

Inequality: Social and economic (income and wealth) inequalities between people and places. These inequalities give rise to movements of people. In the future, climate change may exacerbate inequalities.

Interdependence: Relations of mutual dependence — some elements of the water and carbon cycles are interdependent (see p. 62).

Mitigation: The reduction of a phenomenon that is having a negative effect on people, places or the environment. Climate change mitigation is an attempt to reduce greenhouse gas emissions (by an individual or a society).

Place: A unique portion of geographic space. Places can be identified at a variety of scales, from local territories or locations to the national or state level. Places can be compared according to their physical characteristics. For example, the UK’s peatlands (p. 52) are highly distinctive places.

Power: The ability to influence and affect change at different scales. Power is vested in citizens, governments, institutions and other stakeholders. Successful climate change mitigation will depend on the attitudes and actions of powerful countries such as the USA and China.

Representation: How a country, place or area is portrayed by formal agencies (government and businesses) and informally by citizens. The UK’s peatlands are represented increasingly as carbon sinks (p. 56) in order to justify their conservation.

Resilience: The ability of an environment or society to adapt to changes that have a negative impact upon them, such as water shortages.

Risk: The possibility of a negative outcome resulting from a physical process, such as a storm or drought.

Scale: Places can be identified at a variety of geographic scales, from local territories to the national or state level. Global-scale interactions occur at a planetary level.

Sustainability: Development that meets the needs of the present without compromising the ability of future generations to meet their own needs.

System: A set of interrelated objects. A system can be either closed — with no import or export of materials or energy across its boundary (e.g. the global water cycle) — or open, where imports occur (e.g. the local drainage basin water system).

Threshold: A critical limit or level that must not be crossed in order to prevent a system from undergoing accelerated and potentially irreversible change (see p. 64).
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