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Exam tips

Advice on key points in the text to help you learn and recall content, avoid pitfalls, and polish your exam technique in order to boost your grade.
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Knowledge check

Rapid-fire questions throughout the Content Guidance section to check your understanding.
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Knowledge check answers

Turn to the back of the book for the Knowledge check answers.
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Summaries


•  Each core topic is rounded off by a bullet-list summary for quick-check reference of what you need to know.



[image: ]




[image: ]



About this book

This book will help you to prepare for the A2 Unit 2 examination for CCEA Biology.

The Content Guidance contains everything that you should learn to cover the specification content of A2 Unit 2. It should be used as a study aid as you meet each topic, when you prepare for end-of-topic tests, and during your final revision. For each topic there are exam tips and knowledge checks in the margins. Answers to the knowledge checks are provided towards the end of the book. At the end of each topic there is a list of the practical work with which you are expected to be familiar. This is followed by a comprehensive, yet succinct, summary of the points covered in each topic.

The Questions & Answers section contains questions on each topic. There are answers written by two students together with comments on their performances and how they might have been improved. There is a range of question styles of the kind that you will encounter in the A2 Unit 2 exam, and the students’ answers and comments should help with your examination technique.

Developing your understanding

The key to effective study is to make it active. For example, you can take the information given in this book and present it in different ways, such as bullet-point lists to summarise the key points, flash cards, annotated diagrams to show structure and function, annotated graphs, and spider diagrams or mind maps. The important thing is that you are doing something and so thinking about the topic in detail. This increases the chance of you remembering it and also allows you to see links between different areas of biology. This kind of deep understanding is the key to getting top marks in the exam.

Writing essays on different topics will consolidate your understanding and will give you practice at Section B questions.

Biology has a huge number of specialist terms and it is important that you use them accurately. Improve your understanding by compiling your own glossary of terms for each topic. Key terms are shown in bold (with a few in the margin). For each you should provide a definition.

Think about the information in this guide, so you are able to apply your understanding in unfamiliar situations. It is useful to read around the subject using a variety of resources.

Synoptic links

In order to develop your understanding of the subject as a whole, you need to work at making connections between the topics you have studied so far. It is essential that you revisit the core concepts that you learned at AS since these often underlie the topics at A2. For example, many areas of biology rely on an understanding of cell biology (ultrastructure and function) since cells are the ‘units of life’. Other synoptic links are highlighted in the Content Guidance.


The specification, past papers and other useful documents can be accessed at www.ccea.org.uk.
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