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Exam tips

Advice on key points in the text to help you learn and recall content, avoid pitfalls, and polish your exam technique in order to boost your grade.
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Knowledge check

Rapid-fire questions throughout the Content Guidance section to check your understanding.
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Knowledge check answers

Turn to the back of the book for the Knowledge check answers.
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Summaries


•  Each core topic is rounded off by a bullet-list summary for quick-check reference of what you need to know.
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About this book

This guide is one of a series covering the CCEA specification for AS and A2 physics. It offers advice for the effective revision of Unit AS 2: Waves, photons and astronomy. Its aim is to help you understand the physics and give you guidance on the core aspects of the subject. The guide has two sections:


•  The Content Guidance covers Unit AS 2. It does not have the detail of a textbook but it offers guidance on the main areas of the content and includes worked examples. These examples illustrate the types of question that you are likely to come across in the examination. The exam tips will help you to understand the physics and give you guidance on the core aspects of the subject. They also show how to approach revision and improve your exam technique.

•  The Questions & Answers section comprises two self-assessment tests. Answers are provided and there are comments on the specific points for which marks are awarded.



Physics is not an easy subject, but by committing time and effort to understanding the key elements of the discipline you can maximise your performance in the examination. The development of an understanding of physics can only evolve with experience and practice. This guide will facilitate your progress by focusing on the essential components and providing examples for you to attempt before learning from the answers.

The specification

The CCEA specification is a detailed statement of the physics that is required for the unit assessments and describes the format of the assessments. It can be obtained from the CCEA website at www.rewardinglearning.org.uk.

Your teacher may introduce you to concepts outside the specification to further develop your physics.

Revision tips


•  Be familiar with the specification.

•  Organise your notes and make sure they are complete.

•  Learn all the equations indicated in the specification as those you must recall.

•  Be familiar with the equations that are provided on the Data and Formulae Sheet.

•  Practise rearranging and using equations to find different quantities.

•  Learn definitions and laws thoroughly and accurately.

•  Be able to describe all the experiments referred to in the specification with the aid of a labelled diagram.
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