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About this book

Much of the knowledge and understanding needed for AS and A-level geography builds on what you have learned for GCSE geography, but with an added focus on geographical skills and techniques, and concepts. This guide offers advice for the effective revision of Landscape Systems (Coastal landscapes, Glaciated landscapes and Dryland landscapes), and Changing Spaces; Making Places, which all students need to complete.

The external exam papers test your knowledge and application of these aspects of physical and human geography. More information on this is given in the Questions & Answers section at the back of this book. To be successful in these topics you have to understand:


•  the key ideas of the content

•  the nature of the assessment material — by reviewing and practising sample structured questions

•  how to achieve a high level of performance within the examination.



This guide has two sections:

Content Guidance — this section summarises some of the key information that you need to know to be able to answer the examination questions with a high degree of accuracy and depth. In particular, the meaning of key terms is made clear and some attention is paid to providing details of case study material to help to meet the spatial context requirement within the specification. Students will also benefit from noting the Exam tips that will provide further help in determining how to learn key aspects of the course. Knowledge check questions are designed to help learners to check their depth of knowledge – why not get someone else to ask you these?

Questions & Answers — this section includes several sample questions similar in style to those you might expect in the exam. There are some sample student responses to these questions as well as detailed analysis, which will give further guidance in relation to what exam markers are looking for to award top marks.

The best way to use this book is to read through the relevant topic area first before practising the questions. Only refer to the answers and examiner comments after you have attempted the questions. Note: Throughout the OCR specification the following three terms are used to classify countries. These terms are the ones used by the International Monetary Fund (IMF). The IMF regularly reappraises which group a country is placed in and adjusts its lists accordingly.



	Advanced countries (ACs) 
	Countries which share a number of important economic development characteristics including well-developed financial markets, high degrees of financial organisation linking demand and supply of capital, goods and information, and diversified economic structures with rapidly growing service sectors. About 30 countries are in this group. 



	Emerging and developing countries (EDCs) 
	Countries which neither share all the economic development characteristics required to be an AC nor are eligible for the Poverty Reduction and Growth Trust, an IMF plan to provide financial support to developing countries. About 80 countries are in this group. 



	Low-income developing countries (LIDCs) 
	Countries which are eligible for the Poverty Reduction and Growth Trust. About 70 countries are in this group. 
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