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How this book will help you in AQA GCSE History



It will help you to learn the content

Is your main worry when you prepare for an exam that you won’t know enough to answer the questions? Many people feel that way. And it is true you will need good knowledge of the main events and the detail to do well in this British depth study. This book will help you acquire both the overview and the detail.

The text explains all the key content clearly and comprehensively. It helps you understand each period and each topic, and the themes that connect the topics.
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We use lots of diagrams, maps and figures to help you to visualise, understand and remember topics. We also encourage you to draw your own diagrams – that is an even better way to learn.
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This book is full of brilliant sources. This course deals with some big issues but sources can help pin those issues down. History is at its best when you can see what real people said, did, wrote, sang, watched, laughed about, cried over and got upset about. Sources can really help you to understand the story better and remember it because they help you to see the events and ideas in terms of what they meant to people at the time.
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SOURCE 4

Thomas Becon, a Norfolk clergyman, in 1554.

Thou hast set to rule over us a woman, whom nature hath formed to be in subjection to man… Ah, Lord, to take away the empire from a man and give it to a woman seemeth to be an evident token of thine anger towards us Englishmen.
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Throughout the book there are tasks which are designed to build your understanding of a period or issue step by step. Think questions direct you to the things you should be noticing or thinking about. They also practise the kinds of analytical skills that you need to improve in history and they will help prepare you for the Focus Tasks – see opposite.



[image: ]

THINK


	1  Why do you think such harsh punishments existed for vagrants?
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Keywords. Every subject and topic has its own vocabulary. If you don’t know what these words mean you won’t be able to write about the subject. So, for each topic we have provided a keywords list. These are the kinds of words or terms that could be used in sources or in an exam question without any explanation, so you should aim to understand them and use them confidently in your writing. They are all defined in the glossary on page 94. But we also want you to create your own keywords list – write down each word with your own definitions.
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KEY WORDS

Make sure you know what these words mean and are able to use them confidently in your own writing. See the glossary on page 94 for definitions.


	•  Circumnavigation

	•  Colony

	•  Empire

	•  Galleon

	•  Nationalism

	•  New World

	•  Ottoman Empire

	•  Printing press

	•  Privateers

	•  Renaissance
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Finally there is a Topic Summary at the end of every topic. This condenses all the content into a few points, which should help you to get your bearings in even the most complicated content. Some people say it is good to read that summary before you even start the topic to know where you are heading. Associated with each summary is a Tip that suggests where you should start when revising this topic.
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TOPIC SUMMARY

Elizabeth’s background and character


	•  The Tudors were a relatively new dynasty Elizabeth’s grandfather at the end of the Wars of the Roses in 1485

	•  Elizabeth’s father, Henry VIII, had broken with Rome in order to marry her mother Anne Boleyn.
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It will help you to apply what you learn

The second big aim of this book is to help you apply what you learn, which means to help you think deeply about the content and develop your own judgements about the issues, and make sure you can support those judgements with evidence and relevant knowledge. This is not an easy task. You will not suddenly develop this skill. You need to practise studying an issue, deciding what you think, and then selecting from all that you know the points that are really relevant to your argument. One of the most important skills in history is the ability to select, organise and deploy (use) knowledge to answer a particular question.
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The main way we help you with this is through the Focus Tasks. These are the big tasks that appear at the start and end of each topic. They bring together your learning and help you turn it into something memorable and creative. Focus Task A (at the start of each Topic) helps you make notes and gather information as you read; Focus Task B (at the end of each Topic) gets you to use your notes to analyse what you have learned and complete some written work. We have tried to make this work interesting and creative rather than giving you an essay or exam question every time but there are also Practice questions as well. Both stages are important – gathering and organising the information and using it to show your understanding of it.
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FOCUS TASK A

Elizabethan culture

Complete a table like this using the information on pages 34–44.



	Aspect
	Summary of developments
	Key people (and details)
	Key places (and details)
	What this aspect says about Elizabethan England



	Architecture
	 
	 
	 
	 



	Fashion
	 
	 
	 
	 



	Theatre
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FOCUS TASK B

The ‘Golden Age’

You have been compiling a table about culture in Elizabethan England.


	1  Which aspect of culture do you think saw the most significant developments? Explain your choice.

	2  ‘The Elizabethan Age was a cultural ‘Golden Age’. How far do you agree with this statement? Write a balanced answer using evidence from your table.

	3  Use your table to write a travel guide for travellers visiting Elizabethan England.

	•  Point out the must-see cultural highlights. Give background information and practical advice about how best to enjoy the sights and sounds of the Elizabethan world.

	•  There might also be certain dangers to warn the tourists of in order to keep them as safe as possible.

	•  Pictures, maps and diagrams would be useful.
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It will help you to prepare for your examination

If you read all the text and tackle all the Focus Tasks in this book you will find you are well prepared for the challenges that exams present, but you will probably also want something more exam-focused – you will want to see the kinds of questions you will face in an exam and how you might go about answering them.
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Practice Questions are provided at the end of each topic to help you develop your skills.

Review at the end of each chapter explains the aims of each question type and helps you practise the skills which can be useful to answer them.
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REVIEW of Chapter 2

Life in Elizabethan times

Here is another opportunity to review your learning using You will be set FOUR questions on the British depth study.

Question 1 will be on interpretations. The interpretation could be a picture or a written source. For example:
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Assessment Focus on page 90 takes you through each question type and provides sample answers and comments so you can see what a possible answer might look like.
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ASSESSMENT FOCUS

Elizabethan England c1568-1603

How the British depth studies will be assessed

The British Depth Studies will be examined in Paper 2. All four British Depth Studies will be on the same paper so make sure you pick the right one! The questions could be on any part of the content so you need to revise it all. There will be four questions which will test three of the assessment objectives:
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Approval message from AQA

The core content of this digital textbook has been approved by AQA for use with our
qualification. This means that we have checked that it broadly covers the specification and
we are satisfied with the overall quality. We have also approved the printed version of this
book. Full details of our approval process can be found on our website.

We approve print and digital textbooks because we know how important it is for teachers
and students to have the right resources to support their teaching and learning. However, the
publisher is ultimately responsible for the editorial control and quality of this digital book.

Please note that when teaching the AQA GCSE History course, you must refer to AQA's
specification as your definitive source of information. While this digital book has been written to
match the specification, it cannot provide complete coverage of every aspect of the course.

A wide range of other useful resources can be found on the relevant subject pages of our
website: www.aqa.org.uk.
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