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How this book will help you in AQA GCSE History



It will help you to learn the content

The author text explains all the key content clearly and comprehensively. It helps you understand each period and each topic, and the themes that connect the topics.
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The Factfiles and Profiles are packed with facts and examples to use in your own work to support your arguments.
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FACTFILE

The Treaty of Montgomery, 1267


	•  Henry III recognised Llywelyn as Prince of Wales.

	•  Henry III acknowledged Llywelyn’s right to rule over Wales.
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We use lots of diagrams and maps to help you to visualise, understand and remember topics. We also encourage you to draw your own diagrams – that is an even better way to learn.

This book is full of brilliant sources. This course deals with some big issues but sources can help pin those issues down. History is at its best when you can see what real people said, did, wrote, sang, watched, laughed about, cried over and got upset about. Sources can really help you to understand the story better and remember it, because they help you to see the events and ideas in terms of what they meant to people at the time.
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FIGURE 8

A modern illustration of the Battle of Stirling Bridge. It was drawn in 1976 for a children’s story book.
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SOURCE 5

English Exchequer Pipe Rolls, 1304–05; English Exchequer accounts, translated by Dr J.R. Davies.

John of Lincoln and Roger of Paris render account for the citizens of London …
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Throughout the book there are tasks which are designed to build your understanding of a period or issue step by step. Think questions direct you to the things you should be noticing or thinking about. They also practise the kind of analytical skills that you need to improve in history. They will help prepare you for the Focus Tasks – see opposite.
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THINK


	1  How important were the infantry?

	2  Which part of it was most important?

	3  Why?
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Key Words. Every subject and topic has its own vocabulary. If you don’t know what these words mean you won’t be able to write about the subject. So, for each topic we have provided a keywords list. You should aim to be able to understand them and use them confidently in your writing. They are all defined in the Glossary on pages 76–7. But we also want you to create your own keywords list – in a notebook or on your phone, write down each word with your own definition.



[image: ]

KEY WORDS

Make sure you know what these terms mean:


	•  Feudal system

	•  Model parliament

	•  Rights

	•  Justice
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Finally there are Tips throughout to help you focus on the important issues and there is a Topic Summary at the end of every topic. This condenses all the content into a few points, which should help you to get your bearings in even the most complicated content. Some people say it is good to read the summary before you even start the topic so you know where you are heading.
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TOPIC SUMMARY

Trade, towns and villages


	•  England was fast becoming a cash economy at this time, after 30 years of good harvests.

	•  Towns and trade were increasingly important.
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It will help you to apply what you learn

The second big aim of this book is to help you apply what you learn, which means to help you think deeply about the content and develop your own judgements about the issues, and make sure you can support those judgements with evidence and relevant knowledge.

This is not an easy task. You will not suddenly develop this skill. You need to practise studying an issue, deciding what you think, and then selecting from all that you know the points that are really relevant to your argument. One of the most important skills in history is the ability to select, organise and deploy (use) knowledge to answer a particular question.
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The main way we help you with this is through the Focus Tasks. These are the big tasks that appear at the beginning and end of most topics. They bring together your learning and help you turn it into something memorable and creative. Part 1 (at the start of each topic) helps you make notes and gather information as you read; Part 2 (at the end of each topic) gets you to use your notes to analyse what you have learned and complete some written work. Both stages are important – gathering and organising the information and using it to show your understanding of it.

Most Focus Tasks have tips that help you get started – highlighting a couple of key points that you can use in your answers.
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FOCUS TASK

Why was Edward able to defeat the Welsh? Part 1

As you work through this topic:


	1  Make a list of factors that enabled the English to defeat the Welsh. For each factor you find, make a card with a title and brief bullet points on it.

	2  For each factor, decide if it shows English strength or Welsh weakness. Split the cards into two piles as you work through the topic.
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It will help you review your learning and prepare for assessment

The Chapter Review at the end of each chapter introduces different styles of question used for assessment and provides practice questions to develop your skills.

Assessment Focus appears on pages 72–5. These pages take you step by step through the requirements of the specification and show you the kinds of questions you might be asked. We have also analysed some sample answers.
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