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Introduction



About the course

During this course you must study four studies:


	•  A thematic study and historic environment

	•  A period study

	•  A British depth study

	•  A modern depth study.



These studies are assessed through three examination papers:


	•  In Paper 1 you have one hour and 15 minutes to answer questions on your chosen theme.

	•  In Paper 2 you have one hour and 45 minutes to answer questions on a depth study and a British period study.

	•  In Paper 3 you have one hour and 20 minutes to answer questions on one modern depth study.





Modern depth study (Paper 3)

There are four options in the modern depth study unit. You have to study one. The four options are:


	•  Russia and the Soviet Union, 1917–41

	•  Weimar and Nazi Germany, 1918–39

	•  Mao’s China, 1945–76

	•  The USA, 1954–75: conflict at home and abroad





About the book

The book is divided into four key topics:


	•  Key Topic 1 examines the revolutions of 1917, including the discontent in Russia at the beginning of 1917, the February Revolution and the abdication of the tsar, the Provisional Government and the Bolshevik Revolution in October.

	•  Key Topic 2 explains the Bolsheviks in power in the years 1917–24, including the Civil War of 1918–21, how the Bolsheviks consolidated their power, and the economic, political and social changes that took place in these years.

	•  Key Topic 3 concentrates on Stalin’s dictatorship and explains the struggle for power in the years 1924–28, the use of terror including the purges under Stalin, the cult of Stalin and propaganda and censorship.

	•  Key Topic 4 examines economic and social changes under Stalin especially collectivisation, industrialisation and life in the Soviet Union including the position of women and minority ethnic groups.



Each chapter in this book:


	•  contains activities – some develop the historical skills you will need, others are exam-style questions that give you the opportunity to practise exam skills

	•  gives step-by-step guidance, model answers and advice on how to answer particular question types in Paper 3

	•  defines key terms and highlights glossary terms in bold and colour the first time they appear in each key topic.





About Paper 3

Paper 3 is a test of:


	•  knowledge and understanding of the key developments in Russia, 1917–41

	•  the ability to answer brief and extended essay questions

	•  the ability to answer source and interpretation questions.



You have to answer questions in two sections – Section A and Section B. In Section A you have to answer the following types of question:


	•  Inference – making two supported inferences on a provided source.

	•  Causation – explaining why something happened.



In Section B you have to answer a single four-part question, based on two provided sources and two provided interpretations. These enquiry questions include:


	•  Utility – evaluating the usefulness of sources.

	•  Interpretation – explaining what differences there are between two interpretations and why they differ, and making a judgement on a view given by one of the interpretations.



On page 3 is a set of exam-style questions (without the sources). You will be given step-by-step guidance in throughout the book on how best to approach and answer these types of questions.
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KEY TOPIC 1 The revolutions of 1917


This key topic examines the key developments in Russia in 1917, a year in which there were two revolutions. The First World War had increased the unpopularity of Tsar Nicholas II, and he was forced to abdicate as a result of the February Revolution. The short-lived Provisional Government, which followed, was unable to resolve the problems that faced Russia and was overthrown by the Bolsheviks in what became known as the October Revolution.

Each chapter within this key topic explains a key issue and examines important lines of enquiry as outlined in the boxes below.

There will also be guidance on how to answer the interpretations question:


	•  Understanding interpretations (page 23)

	•  How to answer the first question on interpretations – what is the main difference between the views (page 38).





CHAPTER 1 RUSSIA IN EARLY 1917


	•  Threats to the tsarist regime: discontent among peasants and town workers and the growth of opposition.

	•  The impact of the First World War, including military defeats, economic, social and political effects, and the Tsar as commander-in-chief.








CHAPTER 2 THE FEBRUARY REVOLUTION


	•  Immediate reasons for the February Revolution.

	•  Events in Petrograd in February 1917, including strikes and the mutiny in the army.

	•  The Tsar’s absence and abdication.








CHAPTER 3 THE PROVISIONAL GOVERNMENT


	•  The establishment of the Provisional Government and problems it faced.

	•  The weaknesses and failures of the Provisional Government, the role of Kerensky and the Bolshevik takeover in October.

	•  The significance of the Kornilov Revolt.








CHAPTER 4 THE BOLSHEVIK REVOLUTION


	•  Lenin’s return and activities including the April Theses and the growth in support for the Bolshevik Party. The ‘July Days’.

	•  The Bolshevik seizure of power in October 1917 and the reasons for their success. The roles of Trotsky and Lenin.








TIMELINE 1917




	25 February
	Strikes all over city of Petrograd



	27 February
	Soldiers in Petrograd garrison desert



	2 March
	Abdication of Nicholas II



	3 March
	Setting up of the Provisional Government



	April
	Return of Lenin to Russia and ‘April Theses’



	July
	Bolsheviks arrested during the ‘July Days’



	September
	The Kornilov Revolt



	October
	Bolshevik seizure of power
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Paper 3: Modern depth study
Option 30: Russia and the Soviet Union, 1917-41

=1 Give two things you can infer from Source A about the Provisional Government.
Complete the table below to explain your answer.

i) Whatl can infer:

Details in the source that tell me this:

i) WhatI can infer:

Details in the source that tell me this:

(Total for Question 1= 4 marks)

>2  Explain why the Bolsheviks won the civil war of 1918-21.

You may use the following in your answer:

® Trotsky
= White commanders

You must also use information of your own.
(Total for Question 2 = 12 marks)
X3 (a) StudySoutces B and C. How useful are Sources B and C for an enquiry into the
effects of industrialisation on the Soviet Union in the years 1928-41? Explain
your answer, using Sources B and C and your knowledge of the historical context.
®
> (b) Study Interpretations 1 and 2. They give different views about the effects of
industrialisation on the Soviet Union in the years 1928-41. What s the main
difference between the views? Explain your answer, using details from both
interpretations.

@

question —you have
to explain why these
Interpretations differ:

—
This s an interpretation

Judgement question —

you are asked to make

a judgement on a view
given by one of the

interpretations.

> (c) Suggest one reason why Interpretations 1 and 2 give different views about
the effects of industrialisation on the Soviet Union in the years 1928-41. You
may use Sources B and C to help explain your answer.
@
Up to 4 marks of the total for part (d) will be awarded for spelling, punctuation, grammar
and use of specialist terminology.
| (d)How far do you agree with Interpretation 2 about the effects of industrialisation
on the Soviet Union in the years 1928-41? Explain your answer, using both
interpretations, and your knowledge of the historical context.
(20)
(Total for spelling, punctuation and grammar, and the use of specialist terminology = 4 marks)
(Total for Question 3 = 36 marks)
(Total for Paper = 52 marks)
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