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Introduction



About the course

During this course you must study four studies:


	•  A thematic study and historic environment

	•  A period study

	•  A British depth study

	•  A modern depth study.



These studies are assessed through three examination papers:


	•  For Paper 1 you have 1 hour and 15 minutes to answer questions on your chosen theme.

	•  In Paper 2 you have 1 hour and 45 minutes to answer questions on a period study and a British depth study.

	•  In Paper 3 you have 1 hour and 20 minutes to answer source questions on one modern depth study.





Period study (Paper 2)

There are five options in the period study unit. You have to study one. The five options are:


	•  Spain and the ‘New World’, c.1490–1555

	•  British America, 1713–83: empire and revolution

	•  The American West, c.1835–c.1895

	•  Superpower relations and the Cold War, 1941–91

	•  Conflict in the Middle East, c.1945–95.





About the book

The book is divided into three key topics.


	•  Key topic 1 examines the early settlement of the West, c.1835–c.1862, including the way of life and beliefs of the Plains Indians, US Government policy and the Indian Appropriations Act, the factors encouraging migration (such as the Oregon Trail, and the Gold Rush of 1849), the problems with migration, tensions between settlers and Plains Indians, as well as the significance of the Fort Laramie Treaty 1851 and the problems of lawlessness.

	•  Key topic 2 focuses on the development of the Plains c.1862–c.1876, including the significance of the Civil War and Reconstruction, the First Transcontinental Railroad in 1869, the use of new methods and technology and the spread of the railroad, the continuing problems of law and order in settlements, the developments in ranching and the cattle industry, and the impact of development on the Plains Indians, the Fort Laramie Treaty 1868, and conflicts such as Little Crow’s War (1862), the Sand Creek massacre (1864) and Red Cloud’s War (1866–68).

	•  Key topic 3 concentrates on conflicts and conquest in the period c.1876–c.1895, including changes in farming and the cattle industry, the continuing growth of settlement (including the Exoduster movement), the problems and solutions of law and order, specifically figures such as Billy the Kid and Wyatt Earp, the OK Corral, the range wars and more battles with the Plains Indians, and the destruction of their way of life.


Each chapter in this book:


	•  contains activities – some develop the historical skills you will need, others are exam-style questions that give you the opportunity to practise exam skills

	•  gives step-by-step guidance, model answers and advice on how to answer particular question types in Paper 2

	•  defines key terms and highlights glossary terms in bold the first time they appear.




About Paper 2 Section A

Paper 2 Section A is a test of:


	•  knowledge and understanding of the key developments in the American West, c.1835–c.1895

	•  the ability to answer brief and extended type questions.



You have to answer the following types of questions. Each requires you to demonstrate different historical skills:


	•  Consequences – explain two consequences of a given development or event.

	•  Write an account – explain key developments in a given period.

	•  Importance – explain the importance of a given development/event in the American West.



Below is a set of exam-style questions. You will be given step-by-step guidance in Chapters 1–9 on how best to approach and answer these types of questions.
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1836 Oregon Trail open

1840

1846 Mormon migration

1849 California Gold Rush

1850

1851 Fort Laramie Treaty

1851 Indian Appropriations Act

1859 Colorado Gold Rush

1860

1862 Homestead Act

1862 Little Crow’s War

1864 Sand Creek massacre

1866–68 Red Cloud’s War

1868 Fort Laramie Treaty

1869 Transcontinental

Railroad completed

1870

1873 Timber Culture Act

1875 Black Hills Gold Rush

1876 Battle of the Little Bighorn

1879 Exoduster movement

1880

1881 OK Corral

1887 Dawes Act

1890

1890 Wounded Knee Massacre

1890 Frontier closed

1892 Johnson County War

1893 Oklahoma Land Rush

Serious conflict

on the Plains

Plains Indians freely roam the Plains

Few acts of violence between Plains Indians and travellers

Destruction of buffalo herds

Red Cloud’s

War

Great Sioux War

Plains Indians defeated and on the reservations

Concept of hunting grounds

Concept of reservations

Mormons crossing Plains to Salt Lake City

Gold rush to California

Gold in Rocky Mountains

Gold in Rocky Mountains

Transcontinental railroad

American Civil War 1861–65

Cattle drives from Texas

Cattle ranching on Plains

Trappers, traders, mountain men and settlers crossing Plains to Oregon and California

Homesteaders settle the Plains
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KEY TOPIC 1 The early settlement of the West, c.1835–c.1862


This key topic examines the early settlement of the West, c.1835–c.1862. At the start of this period the Great Plains were home to the Plains Indians, who lived a nomadic life. The Americans who came to the Plains were just travelling through – mainly settlers moving to Oregon, and Mormons to Salt Lake City. What contact there was between the Plains Indians and Americans tended to be peaceful. However, increasing numbers of Americans and the development of settlement on the Plains brought the two into conflict. Meanwhile, as this settlement ran ahead of the forces of law and order, there were problems with lawlessness.

Each chapter within this Key Topic explains a key issue and examines important lines of enquiry, as outlined in the boxes below.

There will also be guidance on how to answer the following question types:


	•  the importance question (page 28)

	•  the narrative question (page 42)

	•  the consequence question (page 49).
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CHAPTER 1 THE PLAINS INDIANS: THEIR BELIEFS AND WAY OF LIFE


	•  Social and tribal structures, ways of life and means of survival on the Plains

	•  Beliefs about land and nature and attitudes to war and property

	•  US Government policy: support for US westward expansion and the significance of the Permanent Indian Frontier. The Indian Appropriations Act 1851
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CHAPTER 2 MIGRATION AND EARLY SETTLEMENT


	•  Manifest Destiny

	•  The Oregon Trail from 1836, including the experiences of the Donner party and the Knight family, and the Mormon migration, 1846–47

	•  The California Gold Rush of 1849

	•  The development and problems of white settlement farming: early settlers in Kansas, the problems of living and farming on the Great Plains, and the Mormon success in the valley of Great Salt Lake
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CHAPTER 3 CONFLICT AND TENSION


	•  The reasons for tensions between settlers and the Plains Indians

	•  The significance of the Fort Laramie Treaty 1851

	•  The problems of lawlessness in early towns and settlements

	•  Attempts by government and local communities to tackle lawlessness
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TIMELINE


	1824
	Bureau of Indian Affairs set up


	1830
	Indian Removal Act passed


	1836
	Oregon Trail opened


	1845
	Concept of Manifest Destiny becomes popular


	1845–48
	Mexican–American War


	1846
	Oregon Treaty agreed with Britain


	1846–47
	Mormon migration


	1849
	California Gold Rush


	1851 (Feb.)
	Indian Appropriations Act passed


	1851 (Sept.)
	Fort Laramie Treaty signed


	1854
	Kansas–Nebraska Act passed


	1857–58
	Mormon War


	1859
	Colorado Gold Rush


	1861
	American Civil War
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Paper 2
Section A: The American West, c.1835-c.1895

[ 1 Explain two consequences of the Fort Laramie Treaty 1851.
[Total for Question 1=8 marks)
| »2 Writea narrative account analysing why Americans went West in the years 1836-49.

You may use the following in your answer:
m The Oregon Trail from 1836
m The California Gold Rush, 1849.

You must also use information of your own.
[Total for Question 2 =8 marks)

|+ Explain two of the following:
® The importance of the buffalo to the Plains Indians’ way of life.
® The importance of Joseph McCoy to the development of the cartle industry.
® The imporcance of the strategy of total war for the US army’s defeat of the
Plains Indians.

(Total for Question 3= 16 marks)

(Total 32 marks)
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