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1 Was Henry VIII really a great and successful king?



1.1 What do you already know about Henry VIII?

Henry VIII is the most famous monarch in English history. When people think about Henry VIII, the picture on the opposite page is the image almost everyone has in their minds. This is Henry in 1536 when he was 45 years old, seemingly at the height of his majesty and power. This portrait is certainly intended to portray Henry as a great king, a king whom no one would dare to challenge, a king whose successes rang around Europe.

This book explores whether Henry really was a great and successful king. The activities on this page identify what you already know and think about Henry.
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INTRODUCING HENRY


	1.  Choose two words to describe the image of Henry VIII as shown in the portrait on page 3.

	2.  Which details or aspects of the portrait give you these impressions?

	3.  What questions do you want to ask as you look at this portrait?
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CURRENT IDEAS ABOUT HENRY VIII


	1.  Work with a partner. Complete a mind map like the one below with as much information as you already have about Henry VIII. Use your memory, not books. The best way to start is to jot everything down in rough, then organise it into a pattern on the mind map. What, for example, might be the main themes or topics to go on the map?

	2.  Now think about your answer to the question below. Draw your own large version of the scales diagram below and add to it all the evidence you have on your mind map.

	3.  Write a short answer to the question on the mind map, identifying what you currently think about Henry. At the end of each section of the book you will have the chance to review your answer.
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Identifying what you already think

It may seem strange to begin by answering the question that acts as the main thread in this book. However, it is always important to identify what you already know – or think you know – when you begin a new topic. This can give you confidence that you do have some useful knowledge already. It also identifies your ‘preconceptions’, the ideas you have already (for example, you may think that Henry was hugely successful). Research suggests that, unless you identify these ideas, they can stay in your mind and dominate the way you think about the topic even if the evidence suggests you may be wrong. So be careful – keep thinking and remember that in History it is OK to change your mind as you learn more.
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Henry VIII, as he looked around 1536. This portrait was painted at some time later in the 1500s but is closely based on a painting completed around 1536 by Hans Holbein, the greatest painter of the time. The original portrait was destroyed in a fire in 1698, but many copies were made in Henry’s lifetime.





1.2 A story of glory and success?

The timeline below shows the main events of Henry’s reign. It probably includes events that you included in your concept map on page 2, but there is also new information and events.

We need criteria to help us decide whether Henry was a success. Here are four criteria – the things people in the 1500s saw as evidence of a successful monarch.


	a)  Did Henry defend his country from foreign threats? (Or did he create those threats?)

	b)  Did Henry unite his people over religion? (Or did he create religious divisions?)

	c)  Did he help his people live peacefully and prosperously? (Or did his decisions lead to rebellions and greater poverty?)

	d)  Did he make sure he had a clear successor? (Or did he increase fears of civil war breaking out over the crown when he died?)



There is also one more criterion to add, the one that was probably most important to Henry himself. He became king aged 17 and, like many young men, he wanted fame and glory. So this fifth criterion is:


	e)  Did Henry win fame and glory for himself?



1509–19
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1509 Henry married Catherine of Aragon, the widow of his dead brother, Arthur. Such a marriage would normally have been prohibited but was allowed by the Pope on the grounds that Catherine and Arthur had not had sexual intercourse and so had not consummated their marriage.
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1510 Thomas Wolsey appointed to the Privy Council (Henry’s advisers).
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1512–14 War with France. Henry had some success but the war was very expensive and he was let down by his allies.
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1513 War with Scotland. King James IV of Scotland was killed at the Battle of Flodden. Henry was in France at the time.
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1514–18 Henry wanted to renew war with France but could not persuade any other country to join him.

1515 Thomas Wolsey was appointed Chancellor of England and became Henry’s Chief Minister.

[image: ]




1520–29
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1520 Henry met King Francis of France near Calais at the Field of Cloth of Gold, a great diplomatic event that seemed to show off Henry’s power.

1521 The Pope gave Henry the title ‘Defender of the Faith’ for writing a book defending the Pope and the Catholic Church against criticisms by Martin Luther, a German priest.
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1522–5 War with France. Nothing was achieved, at great expense.
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1525 The Amicable Grant Rising: a rebellion in East Anglia caused by high taxes.
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1526–9 Henry wanted to end his marriage to Catherine so he could marry Anne Boleyn. All efforts to persuade the Pope to grant an annulment failed.

1528 Henry declared war on Emperor Charles V of Germany, but no war was actually fought.

1529 Wolsey fell from power over his failure to persuade the Pope to grant an annulment of Henry’s marriage to Catherine of Aragon. Wolsey died on his way to stand trial for treason.
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HENRY VIII – THE STORY IN OUTLINE


	1.  Look at each of the criteria on page 4 in turn and read the information on these two pages. How successful do you think Henry was in achieving each criterion? Did he achieve:

	a)  consistent outstanding success

	b)  occasional success

	c)  very little success

	d)  no success at all?



	2.  Choose two events that suggest that Henry was a great and successful king. Explain your choices.

	3.  Choose two events that challenge the view that Henry was a great and successful king. Explain your choices.

	4.  Work with a partner. Your task is to tell the outline story of Henry’s reign from 1509 to 1540 in one minute – you can say a lot in one minute! Plan the story using your answers to Questions 1 and 2 and include your verdict on whether Henry seems to have been a success. Then write out your story.
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1530–40
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1531 Thomas Cromwell became Henry’s Chief Minister. He masterminded setting up the Church of England and ending English ties to the Roman Catholic Church.

1532 The clergy (priests, bishops, archbishops in the English Church) accepted the King and not the Pope as their lawmaker.

1532 Anne Boleyn became pregnant. For her child to be heir to the throne, Henry had to divorce Catherine and marry Anne before the birth.
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1533 Henry married Anne Boleyn, who was crowned Queen of England. Their daughter Elizabeth was born.
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1534 The Act of Supremacy said Henry was the Head of the Church of England. All monks and nuns were required to take an oath accepting Henry as Head of the Church. The break with the Roman Catholic Church was complete.

1535 John Fisher, Bishop of Rochester, and Sir Thomas More, Henry’s former Lord Chancellor, were executed for refusing to recognise Henry as the Head of the Church of England.

1536 Parliament passed an Act for the Dissolution (destruction) of the lesser Monasteries. Many monasteries had given help to the poor and sick.

1536 Anne Boleyn was executed for treason. Henry married Jane Seymour.
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1536 A widespread rebellion broke out in the north – the Pilgrimage of Grace. The rebels were protesting against the Dissolution of the Monasteries. After seeming to make concessions, Henry had the leaders executed.
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1537 Birth of Edward, Henry’s male heir. Death of Jane Seymour.

1538–9 Fear of invasion of England by Charles V and the King of France in order to restore Catholicism.

1539 Dissolution of larger monasteries.

1540 January Henry married Anne of Cleves.
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July Thomas Cromwell executed. Marriage to Anne of Cleves annulled. Henry married Catherine Howard.
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1.3 Who’s who in the story of Henry VIII?

You will meet many people in this book and you need to know more than just their names. You need to know what they did and the impact they had on events during Henry’s reign. This information is essential for explaining why things happened as they did.

You will not remember every individual straightaway, but you can make a good start by completing the activity below and then keeping working at remembering who’s who. After a while, you’ll be surprised how well you know ‘who’s who’ but, if you get confused, turn back to these pages to remind yourself of the key individuals.
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WHO WAS WHO IN HENRY’S REIGN?


	1.  Draw your own copy of the Who’s Who? chart below. Find out what each person did by looking them up in this book and add a brief description to your chart. You could include their relationship to Henry, whether they supported or opposed him, and what they did that was important.

	2.  If there is something special about a person’s relationship with Henry write that along a ribbon, like the one done for you.
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Elizabeth Barton and Robert Aske are not drawn in detail here because we do not know exactly what they looked like.
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You could do this activity physically in the classroom, using ribbons or string, with each of you ‘playing’ one of the characters and telling the others who you are, which other people you are connected to and what your role was in Henry’s reign. By adopting these characters at the beginning of your course, your teacher will then be able to move you around to form different groupings as and when appropriate.
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Confusion warning

Some of the people in this book had more than one name, because they also had a title. For example, Thomas Howard was Duke of Norfolk, Thomas Cranmer was the Archbishop of Canterbury, Sir Thomas More was Lord Chancellor. The Emperor Charles V was the Emperor of Germany and King of Spain and Duke of Burgundy. When you are making your notes about these people, you need to be very careful to note all the names and titles they were known by. Some books will refer to these people by their titles alone, others by their names. You need to keep track!
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ASKING GOOD QUESTIONS

One vital historical skill is the ability to ask good questions. What questions do you want to ask about the events of Henry’s reign on pages 4–5, or the people shown on these pages?

Use the question starters shown as prompts for your questions.
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Visible learning: Getting better at History – why are we making learning visible?

This book does not just tell you about Henry VIII and his reign. It also helps you get better at History and achieve the best possible grade in your exam. We have already begun on pages 6–7 by highlighting the importance of identifying all the key individuals and giving you tasks to get to know them. Confusing individuals is a common mistake students make.

However, what do you do when you meet new information and feel puzzled? This is what to do:
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Think about why you’re puzzled and identify the problem. Then admit there’s something you don’t understand and tell your teacher. The result – your teacher helps you sort out the problem, your confidence increases and you do well in your exams.
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Admitting you are puzzled means you are taking responsibility for your own learning and your own success. We emphasised one very important word – identify. You cannot get better at History unless you identify exactly what you don’t understand. To put that another way, you have to make a problem visible before you can put it right.
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The value of visible learning

The things we get wrong and then correct are often the things we remember best because we’ve had to think harder about them. Saying ‘I don’t understand’ is the first step towards getting it right.
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1.4 The importance of religion in the early 1500s

Another common mistake made by students is to underestimate the importance of religion in the sixteenth century. Many people died during Henry’s reign because of their devotion to their religion.
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Medieval churches displayed paintings of the Last Judgement where people could see them throughout services. The message was clear – people who had led good lives went to heaven to be with Jesus for eternity, but the torments of hell awaited all sinners and people who did not follow the right religion. People in the sixteenth century believed that their souls would go to heaven and hell for all of eternity, depending on how they had behaved in this life.
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THE IMPORTANCE OF RELIGION


	1   Which events on pages 4–5 demonstrate the importance of religious beliefs to people?

	2   What is the message in this painting?

	3   How does the painting help to explain why people were prepared to die for their religious beliefs?
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The beliefs and features of the Roman Catholic Church

By the time Henry became king in 1509 England had been a Catholic country for nearly a thousand years. Religion played a central part in daily life. Most people went to church every Sunday and all the important rituals of their lives were linked to the Church, including baptisms, marriage, holy days and harvest festivals. The Church was the centre of community life and supported the people through hardship. Many people were employed by monasteries, which also provided food and other help for the poor and elderly. Religion also gave people hope, not only during this life, but by teaching that leading a good life would ensure eternal salvation. Not surprisingly, people thought their beliefs were the right ones and all others were wrong.


[image: ]



[image: ]

THE ROMAN CATHOLIC CHURCH

Complete a diagram like the one below, summarising the key features of the Roman Catholic religion.
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