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The Schools History Project

Set up in 1972 to bring new life to history for school students, the Schools History Project has been based at Leeds Trinity University since 1978. SHP continues to play an innovatory role in history education based on its six principles:


•  Making history meaningful for young people

•  Engaging in historical enquiry

•  Developing broad and deep knowledge

•  Studying the historic environment

•  Promoting diversity and inclusion

•  Supporting rigorous and enjoyable learning



These principles are embedded in the resources which SHP produces in partnership with Hodder Education to support history at Key Stage 3, GCSE (SHP OCR B) and A level. The Schools History Project contributes to national debate about school history. It strives to challenge, support and inspire teachers through its published resources, conferences and website: http://www.schoolshistoryproject.org.uk
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INTRODUCTION



Making the most of this book


Where this book fits into your GCSE history course



The course

The GCSE history course you are following is made up of five different studies. These are shown in the table below. For each type of study you will follow one option. We have highlighted the option that this particular book helps you with.
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OCR SHP GCSE B



	Paper 1
1 ¾ hours
	British thematic study

•  The People’s Health

•  Crime and Punishment

•  Migrants to Britain



	20%



	British depth study

•  The Norman Conquest

•  The Elizabethans

•  Britain in Peace and War



	20%



	Paper 2
1 hour
	History around us

•  Any site that meets the given criteria



	20%



	Paper 3
1 ¾ hours
	World period study

•  Viking Expansion

•  The Mughal Empire

•  The Making of America



	20%



	World depth study

•  The First Crusade

•  Aztecs and the Spanish Conquest

•  Living under Nazi Rule



	20%
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The world depth study

The world depth study focuses on a traumatic short period in world history when different cultures or ideologies were in conflict. It encourages you to engage with many rich, contemporary sources and the different interpretations of historians. As you do this you will learn about the nature of historical evidence and how history is constructed.

As the table opposite shows, you will be examined on your knowledge and understanding of the world depth study as part of Paper 3. You can find out more about that on pages 98–105 at the back of the book.

Here is exactly what the specification requires for this depth study.
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Aztecs and the Spanish Conquest, 1519–1535

The specification divides this period into five sections:



	Sections
	Learners should study the following content:



	Moctezuma’s Empire
	
•  The extent and nature of Moctezuma’s Aztec Empire in 1519

•  The wealth of empire: agriculture, crafts and trade

•  Centre of empire: the splendour of Tenochtitlán







	Controlling the Empire
	
•  Territorial expansion and the nature of warfare

•  Land, tribute and the role of elites

•  Aztec religion including beliefs, temples and sacrifice







	Encounters
	
•  Motives for Spanish expansion into the Caribbean and central America

•  Cortés: his expedition to Mexico and first encounter with the Aztecs, February 1519 to April 1519

•  Dissatisfaction among Aztec subjects and Spanish alliances







	Conquest, 1519–1521
	
•  The Spanish in Tenochtitlán and the relationship between Cortés and Moctezuma

•  Hostilities: the capture and death of Moctezuma, and the Spanish flight from the city on 1 July 1520

•  The siege of Tenochtitlán and reasons for the Spanish victory







	The birth of New Spain
	
•  The nature and impact of Spanish rule, including the encomienda and the reorganisation of the tribute system

•  The role and conduct of the Church

•  Transformation of landscape and people: grazing animals, ecological devastation and mestizos
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You need to understand the interplay between these forces in society:


•  Political

•  Military

•  Economic

•  Social

•  Religious

•  Cultural





You also need to understand:


•  The nature of the Aztec Empire in the reign of Moctezuma and the events following the Spanish invasion of Mexico in 1519.

•  The relationship between the Aztecs and the Spanish after 1519.





In addition, you should also be able to:


•  Engage with a range of historical sources.

•  Understand different interpretations of the Aztec Empire and the Spanish Conquest, 1519–35.



The next two pages show how this book works.




How this book works

The rest of this book (from pages 8 to 97) is carefully arranged to match what the specification requires. It does this through the following features:
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Enquiries

The book is largely taken up with five ‘enquiries’. Each enquiry sets you a challenge in the form of an overarching question.

The first two pages of the enquiry set up the challenge and give you a clear sense of what you will need to do to work out your answer to the main question. You will find the instructions set out in ‘The Enquiry’ box, on a blue background, as in this example.
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Record tasks

From that point, the enquiry is divided into three sections. These match the bullet points shown in the specification on page 3. You can tell when you are starting a new section as it will start with a large coloured heading like the one shown here. Throughout each section there are ‘Record’ tasks, where you will be asked to record ideas and information that will help you make up your mind about the overarching enquiry question later on. You can see an example of these ‘Record’ instructions here. They will always be in blue text with blue lines above and below them.


[image: ]



Reflect tasks

At regular intervals we will set a ‘Reflect’ task to prompt you to think carefully about what you are reading. They will look like the example shown here. These Reflect tasks help you to check that what you are reading is making sense and to see how it connects with what you have already learned. You do not need to write down the ideas that you think of when you ‘reflect’, but the ideas you get may help you when you reach the next Record instruction.
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Review tasks

Each enquiry ends by asking you to review what you have been learning and use it to answer the overarching question in some way. Sometimes you simply answer that one question. Sometimes you will need to do two or three tasks that each tackle some aspect of the main question. The important point is that you should be able to use the ideas and evidence you have been building up through the enquiry to support your answer.
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Closer looks

Between the enquiries you will find pages that provide a ‘closer look’ at some aspect of the theme or period you are studying. These will often give you a chance to find out more about the issue you have just been studying in the previous enquiry, although they may sometimes look ahead to the next enquiry.

We may not include any tasks within these ‘closer looks’ but, as you read them, keep thinking of what they add to your knowledge and understanding. We think they add some intriguing insights.




One very important final point

We have chosen enquiry questions that should help you get to the really important issues at the heart of each period you study, but you need to remember that the examiners will almost certainly ask you different questions when you take your GCSE. Don’t simply rely on the notes you made to answer the enquiry question we gave you. We give you advice on how to tackle the examination and the different sorts of question you will face on pages 98 to 105.
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Two emperors, one year
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Emperor Moctezuma

Moctezuma II became the ninth Aztec Emperor in 1502 when he was elected as ruler (tlatoani) of the people known as the Mexica who lived in Tenochtitlán. In the first years of his reign, Moctezuma extended his empire and increased the level of tribute paid by his subjects. He also restricted government offices to the higher nobles.

But in 1519, Moctezuma faced challenges:


•  The Aztec Empire needed to support a growing population. At the same time, it was expected to fund the extravagant lifestyles of Moctezuma and his increasing number of nobles.

•  War was necessary to secure trade routes and to maintain wealth, but war was expensive.

•  The Aztecs had recently faced famines and serious rebellions; they had also suffered defeats from a powerful local enemy.
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The coronation of Moctezuma II, from the Dúran Codex, c.1581
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Emperor Charles

In 1517 Charles became King of Spain at the age of seventeen. Two years later he was elected as Holy Roman Emperor. This made him the ruler of a vast area of Europe and the Mediterranean.

But, in 1519, Charles faced challenges:


•  Charles was born and raised in the Low Countries (modern Belgium and the Netherlands); as a foreigner, he was viewed with suspicion in Spain. Many people resented the power of his Flemish advisers and some regions in Spain were on the brink of rebellion.

•  The Spanish economy had been weakened by many decades of warfare.

•  Charles’ election as Holy Roman Emperor had frustrated the hopes of King Francis of France, who was now exploring an alliance with England. It had also put Charles deeply in debt. He had paid huge sums of money to the princes who had voted for him as Holy Roman Emperor.
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Portrait of Charles V by Bernard van Orley, 1519
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1519

It was in 1519 that these two emperors first learned of each other’s existence and that their empires first came into contact. For one of the empires, 1519 was the beginning of its rise to greatness; for the other, it was the beginning of its destruction.
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