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The Schools History Project

Set up in 1972 to bring new life to history for school students, the Schools History Project has been based at Leeds Trinity University since 1978. SHP continues to play an innovatory role in history education based on its six principles:


	•  Making history meaningful for young people

	•  Engaging in historical enquiry

	•  Developing broad and deep knowledge

	•  Studying the historic environment

	•  Promoting diversity and inclusion

	•  Supporting rigorous and enjoyable learning



These principles are embedded in the resources which SHP produces in partnership with Hodder Education to support history at Key Stage 3, GCSE (SHP OCR B) and A level. The Schools History Project contributes to national debate about school history. It strives to challenge, support and inspire teachers through its published resources, conferences and website: http://www.schoolshistoryproject.co.uk
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Introduction



Making the most of this book


Where this book fits into your GCSE history course


The course

The GCSE history course you are following is made up of five different studies. These are shown in the table below. For each type of study you will follow one option. We have highlighted the option that this particular book helps you with.
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OCR SHP GCSE B

(Choose one option from each section)



	Paper 1
1 ¾ hours
	British thematic study

•  The People’s Health

•  Crime and Punishment

•  Migrants to Britain



	20%



	British depth study

•  The Norman Conquest

•  The Elizabethans

•  Britain in Peace and War



	20%



	Paper 2
1 hour
	History around us

•  Any site that meets the given criteria.



	20%



	Paper 3
1 ¾ hours
	
World period study

•  Viking Expansion

•  The Mughal Empire

•  The Making of America



	20%



	World depth study

•  The First Crusade

•  The Aztecs and the Spanish Conquest

•  Living under Nazi Rule



	20%




[image: ]






The British depth study

The British depth study focuses on a short time span when the nation was under severe pressure and faced the possibility or actual experience of invasion. The point of this study is to understand the complexity of society and the interplay of different forces within it. You will also learn how and why historians and others have interpreted the same events and developments in different ways.

As the table shows, you will be examined on your knowledge and understanding of the British depth study as part of Paper 1. You can find out more about that on pages 98 to 105 at the back of the book.

Here is exactly what the specification shows for this depth study.



[image: ]

The Elizabethans, 1580–1603

The specification divides this period study into five sections:



	Sections and issues
	Learners should study the following content:


	Elizabeth and government
Issue: the power of the Queen

	

	•  Elizabeth and her court including the Privy Council and the rebellion of the Earl of Essex

	•  Elizabeth and her parliaments including opposition from Puritans

	•  Elizabeth and her people including local government and propaganda




	Catholics
Issue: the nature and extent of a Catholic threat

	

	•  The enforcement of Elizabeth’s religious settlement after 1580

	•  Catholic links abroad, plots against Elizabeth, and the Elizabethan spy network

	•  Mary Queen of Scots, the Armada and war with Spain




	Daily lives
Issue: the nature and dynamics of Elizabethan society

	

	•  The contrasting lives of rich, middling and poor Elizabethans

	•  Family life: husbands and wives, parents and children, wider kinship

	•  Poverty: its causes, Elizabethan explanations and responses




	Popular culture
Issue: ‘Merry England’

	

	•  Theatres and their opponents

	•  The Puritan attack on popular culture

	•  The persecution of witches




	The wider world
Issue: the significance of England’s connections with the wider world

	

	•  Imperial ambition: the motives and achievements of Elizabethan adventurers

	•  Roanoke: England’s attempt at an American colony

	•  Trade with the east, including first contacts with India
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You need to understand the interplay between these forces in society:


	•  Political

	•  Religious

	•  Economic

	•  Social

	•  Cultural





You need to pay special attention to this underlying issue:

How and why late Elizabethan England has been interpreted as a ‘golden age’ and the reasons why this interpretation has been challenged.



You should study a range of types of interpretation including:


	•  academic (historians)

	•  educational

	•  popular (e.g. television)

	•  fictional.



The next two pages show how this book works.





How this book works

The rest of this book (from pages 8 to 97) is carefully arranged to match what the specification requires. It does this through the following features:


Enquiries
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The book is largely taken up with four ‘enquiries’. Each enquiry sets you a challenge in the form of an overarching question.

The first two pages of the enquiry set up the challenge and give you a clear sense of what you will need to do to work out your answer to the main question. You will find the instructions set out in ‘The Enquiry’ box, on a blue background, as in this example.



Record tasks
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From that point, the enquiry is divided into three sections. These match the bullet points shown in the specification on page 3. You can tell when you are starting a new section as it will start with a large coloured heading like the one shown here. Throughout each section there are ‘Record’ tasks, where you will be asked to record ideas and information that will help you make up your mind about the overarching enquiry question later on. You can see an example of these ‘Record’ instructions here. They will always be in blue text with blue lines above and below them.



Reflect tasks
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At regular intervals we will set a ‘Reflect’ task to prompt you to think carefully about what you are reading. They will look like the example shown here.

These Reflect tasks help you to check that what you are reading is making sense and to see how it connects with what you have already learned. You do not need to write down the ideas that you think of when you ‘reflect’, but the ideas you get may help you when you reach the next Record instruction.



Review tasks
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Each enquiry ends by asking you to review what you have been learning and use it to answer the overarching question in some way. Sometimes you simply answer that one question. Sometimes you will need to do two or three tasks that each tackle some aspect of the main question. The important point is that you should be able to use the ideas and evidence you have been building up through the enquiry to support your answer.



Closer looks
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Between the enquiries you will find pages that provide a ‘closer look’ at some aspect of the theme or period you are studying. These will often give you a chance to find out more about the issue you have just been studying in the previous enquiry, although they may sometimes look ahead to the next enquiry.

We may not include any tasks within these ‘closer looks’ but, as you read them, keep thinking of what they add to your knowledge and understanding. We think they add some intriguing insights.



One very important final point

We have chosen enquiry questions that should help you get to the really important issues at the heart of each period you study, but you need to remember that the examiners will almost certainly ask you different questions when you take your GCSE. Don’t simply rely on the notes you made to answer the enquiry question we gave you. We give you advice on how to tackle the examination and the different sorts of question you will face on pages 98 to 105.




England in 1580
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A reconstruction of the Golden Hind at sea, c.1987



This is a full-sized, modern replica of the Golden Hind, the ship in which the Elizabethan sailor, Francis Drake, famously sailed around the world. The original ship, like the replica, was just 31 metres long. It set off on its voyage from Plymouth in December 1577. When it returned on 26 September 1580, its holds were packed with Spanish treasure, stolen for the Queen.

It is hard to imagine but Drake and his crew of 80 men were completely out of touch with events in England for all that time. There was no ship radio or mobile telephone technology. As the ship drew close to English land for the first time in almost three years, Drake’s mind must have been racing with questions, but one mattered more than all the others. He saw a fisherman mending his nets and leant out over the rails of the Golden Hind, calling out …


‘Is the Queen still alive?’

Drake could not take this for granted. Elizabeth had nearly died of smallpox in 1562 and plague could strike anyone at any time. (In fact it was raging in Plymouth even as he called out his question.) She was 47 years old by now and many women died by that age in the sixteenth century. But even if she were alive, maybe she had married. If so, who was her husband? A French duke? An English earl? Drake would need to win his favour or his career could be over.

The fisherman gave his reply: the Queen was alive and well – and unmarried.

Drake would have been delighted. Elizabeth meant so much to her people. Each year, on 17 November, they celebrated the anniversary of the day when she became queen in 1558. She and her chosen advisers had guided the nation so carefully since then. In these Accession Day festivities, church bells rang, bonfires blazed, fireworks exploded. And there were church services and sermons too. Everyone was reminded that this was God’s chosen queen!

But Drake may have wondered …



‘Which queen is alive? Is it Queen Elizabeth Tudor or Queen Mary Stuart?’

If Elizabeth’s heir, Mary Queen of Scots, had somehow become Queen of England, Drake’s career would be over. He should simply turn his ship around and head back out to sea. As a firm Protestant, he could not serve a Roman Catholic like Mary and she would not want him to. If she were the Queen, the churches he could see in Plymouth and every church in the land would have gone back to the old Latin service of Mass. In Drake’s eyes this would be a return to the superstitious beliefs of the Middle Ages. Worse still, Mary would have allowed the Pope to control the nation’s religion. It was unthinkable.

All was well: it was Queen Elizabeth, not Queen Mary who ruled.

As Drake’s ship approached the harbour and he saw more and more signs of life going on, another question must have formed in his mind:



‘How much has life in England changed during my three years away?’

Drake might have looked closely at the roofs of Plymouth for signs of change. When he left in 1577 a new book had described a ‘Great Rebuilding’ of England. Old buildings were being knocked down and smart new ones, with modern brick chimneys, were taking their place. Only the rich could afford these of course. Poverty was becoming a serious problem when Drake left the country. Maybe Plymouth had built one of the new ‘houses of correction’ where the poor could be put to work rather than be left to beg or steal.

Most people on land looked busy enough: people were probably carrying on with their daily business much as always. Most would be working on the land to grow food while others were making, buying and selling goods in the towns. Maybe merchants were trading in new goods from foreign lands using routes opened up by English explorers, including many of Drake’s own friends.

It was not all work of course. People would still be enjoying their usual pastimes: singing, dancing, drinking and watching bears or bulls defend themselves against dogs. And what about theatres? In the year before Drake left, two of these extraordinary new buildings had appeared in London. They were very popular with the rich and poor alike. But maybe nothing had come of this. Maybe they were just a passing fad.

And with thoughts of London, Drake must have prepared in his mind for the journey he would soon make, by horse, to visit the Queen at Whitehall or Richmond, or whichever great palace she and her splendid court were staying in. He would take packhorses loaded with just some of the treasure he had stolen from her Spanish enemies. Queen Elizabeth would be delighted. It was good to be back. ‘Long live the Queen!’
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The port of Plymouth in Devon from a drawing made c.1540
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