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The Schools History Project

Set up in 1972 to bring new life to history for school students, the Schools History Project has been based at Leeds Trinity University since 1978. SHP continues to play an innovatory role in history education based on its six principles:


	•  Making history meaningful for young people

	•  Engaging in historical enquiry

	•  Developing broad and deep knowledge

	•  Studying the historic environment

	•  Promoting diversity and inclusion

	•  Supporting rigorous end enjoyable learning.



These principles are embedded in the resources which SHP produces in partnership with Hodder Education to support history at Key Stage 3, GCSE (SHP OCR B) and A level. The Schools History Project contributes to national debate about school history. It strives to challenge, support and inspire teachers through its published resources, conferences and website: http://www.schoolshistoryproject.co.uk

[image: ]




This resource is endorsed by OCR for use with specification OCR Level 1/2 GCSE (9–1) in History B (Schools History Project) (J411). In order to gain OCR endorsement, this resource has undergone an independent quality check. Any references to assessment and/or assessment preparation are the publisher’s interpretation of the specification requirements and are not endorsed by OCR. OCR recommends that a range of teaching and learning resources are used in preparing learners for assessment. OCR has not paid for the production of this resource, nor does OCR receive any royalties from its sale. For more information about the endorsement process, please visit the OCR website, www.ocr.co.uk.

The publishers thank OCR for permission to use specimen exam questions on pages 102–103 from OCR’s GCSE (9–1) History B (Schools History Project) © OCR 2016. OCR have neither seen nor commented upon any model answers or exam guidance related to these questions.

The wording and sentence structure of some written sources have been adapted and simplified to make them accessible to all pupils while faithfully preserving the sense of the original.

Every effort has been made to trace all copyright holders, but if any have been inadvertently overlooked, the Publishers will be pleased to make the necessary arrangements at the first opportunity.

Although every effort has been made to ensure that website addresses are correct at time of going to press, Hodder Education cannot be held responsible for the content of any website mentioned in this book. It is sometimes possible to find a relocated web page by typing in the address of the home page for a website in the URL window of your browser.

Hachette UK’s policy is to use papers that are natural, renewable and recyclable products and made from wood grown in well-managed forests and other controlled sources. The logging and manufacturing processes are expected to conform to the environmental regulations of the country of origin.

Orders: please contact Hachette UK Distribution, Hely Hutchinson Centre, Milton Road, Didcot, Oxfordshire, OX11 7HH. Telephone: +44 (0)1235 827827. Email education@hachette.co.uk Lines are open from 9 a.m. to 5 p.m., Monday to Friday. You can also order through our website: www.hoddereducation.co.uk

ISBN: 978 1 4718 60898

© Alex Ford 2017

First published in 2017 by

Hodder Education,

An Hachette UK Company

Carmelite House

50 Victoria Embankment

London EC4Y 0DZ

www.hoddereducation.co.uk

Impression number     10  9  8  7  6  5

Year     2022

Reprinted with revisions 2022

All rights reserved. Apart from any use permitted under UK copyright law, no part of this publication may be reproduced or transmitted in any form or by any means, electronic or mechanical, including photocopying and recording, or held within any information storage and retrieval system, without permission in writing from the publisher or under licence from the Copyright Licensing Agency Limited. Further details of such licences (for reprographic reproduction) may be obtained from the Copyright Licensing Agency Limited, www.cla.co.uk.

Cover photo © Prints & Photographs Division, Library of Congress, LC-DIG-ppmsca-40073

Typeset by White-Thomson Publishing Ltd

Printed and bound by CPI Group (UK) Ltd, Croydon CR0 4YY

A catalogue record for this title is available from the British Library.





CONTENTS


Introduction

Making the most of this book

1 Growing pains

What tensions arose as the USA grew, 1789–1838?

Closer look 1: Slavery – hands, fingers and blood

2 Visions

How did different groups see the American West, 1839–60?

Closer look 2: The diary of Abigail Scott

3 ‘A new birth of freedom’?

What sense can be made of the Civil War and its aftermath, 1861–77?

Closer look 3: John Brown – fanatical abolitionist

4 Smoke and blood

Settlement and conflict on the Plains, 1861–77

Closer look 4: Picturing Little Bighorn

5 We the people

How did life in the United States change, 1877–1900?

Closer look 5: Quanah Parker – one man, many visions

Preparing for the examination

Glossary

Index

Acknowledgements





Introduction

Making the most of this book



Where this book fits into your GCSE history course


The course

The GCSE history course you are following is made up of five different studies. These are shown in the table below. For each type of study you will follow one option. We have highlighted the option that this particular book helps you with.
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OCR SHP GCSE B



	Paper 1
1 ¾ hours
	British thematic study


	•  The People’s Health

	•  Crime and Punishment

	•  Migrants to Britain



	20%



	British depth study


	•  The Norman Conquest

	•  The Elizabethans

	•  Britain in Peace and War



	20%



	Paper 2
1 hour
	History around us


	•  Any site that meets the given criteria.



	20%



	Paper 3
1 ¾ hours
	World period study


	•  Viking Expansion

	•  The Mughal Empire

	•  The Making of America



	20%



	World depth study


	•  The First Crusade

	•  The Aztecs and the Spanish Conquest

	•  Living under Nazi Rule



	20%
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The world period study

The world period study focuses on a wider world society and the unfolding story of a particularly interesting period in its history. It explores the relationship between different cultures at a time of great upheaval and considers the experiences and perspectives of different individuals and groups in the past.

As the table shows, you will be examined on your knowledge and understanding of the world period study as part of Paper 3. You can find out more about that on pages 96–103 at the back of the book.

Here is exactly what the specification requires for this world period study.
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The Making of America, 1789–1900




	Sections
	Learners should study the following content:





	America’s expansion, 1789–1838
	

	•  How and why the USA expanded, from 1789 to 1838

	•  The expansion of Southern cotton on plantations and of slavery, 1793–1838

	•  The removal of indigenous people from the East, 1830–38






	The West, 1839–60
	

	•  The culture of the Plains Indians, including a case study of the Lakota Sioux

	•  The journeys of the early migrants to California and Oregon; the Mormon settlement of Utah

	•  The nature and impact of the Californian gold rush (1848–49) and the consequences of the Pike’s Peak gold rush (1858–59)






	Civil War and Reconstruction, 1861–77
	

	•  Divisions over slavery and the causes of the Civil War

	•  The African-American experience of the Civil War, 1861–65

	•  Reconstruction and continuing limitations to African-American liberty






	Settlement and conflict on the Plains, 1861–77
	

	•  The causes and nature of white American exploitation of the Plains: railroads, ranches and cow towns

	•  Homesteaders: living and farming on the Plains

	•  The Indian Wars including Little Crow’s War (1862), Red Cloud’s War (1865–68) and the Great Sioux War (1876–77)







	American cultures, 1877–1900
	

	•  Changes to the Plains Indians’ way of life, including the impact of reservations and the destruction of the buffalo

	•  The impact of economic, social and political change on the lives of African Americans

	•  The growth of big business, cities and mass migration
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You need to understand:


	•  how and why American territory expanded, 1789–1900

	•  the relationship between this expansion and the cultures of American Indians, African Americans and white Americans.





You need to be able to:


	•  identify, describe and explain events and developments relating to these three cultures and the conflicts between them in these years.



The next two pages show how this book works.
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A note on language

For some of the events and people referred to in this book there are alternative names and terms. In some cases, terms that were previously commonly used, are now used less and are considered offensive by some people.

In this title we have updated the text to use Native Americans or Indigenous people rather than Plains Indians.

We have continued to use ‘Little Crow’s War’, ‘Red Cloud’s War’ and the ‘Great Sioux War’ as these are widely used, including in the OCR specification. However, some modern historians suggest that we shouldn’t call these ‘Indian’ wars, because it suggests that Native Americans were to blame for starting them, and as will be clear in this book, that was not the case. So we will also refer to alternative names for these wars.
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How this book works

The rest of this book (from pages 8 to 95) is carefully arranged to match what the specification requires. It does this through the following features:


[image: ]


[image: ]


[image: ]


[image: ]


[image: ]


One very important final point

We have chosen enquiry questions that should help you get to the really important issues at the heart of each period you study, but you need to remember that the examiners will almost certainly ask you different questions when you take your GCSE. Don’t simply rely on the notes you made to answer the enquiry question we gave you. We give you advice on how to tackle the examination and the different sorts of question you will face on pages 96 to 103.




A new beginning


[image: ]
First in Peace – an engraving by John C. McRae, c.1866


The President

This engraving shows George Washington arriving in New York City on 23 April 1789, ready to take up his position as the first ever President of the United States of America.

As Washington’s ceremonial barge is rowed gently to the waterfront, the flags fly and crowds of men, women and children cheer from the land and from ships in the harbour. There is even a canoe in the foreground carrying Native Americans, the indigenous people of America on whose lands this new nation was being formed. Washington himself stands confidently in the centre of the painting with his hat held high in response to the people’s good wishes.

Twenty years before this, George Washington had been living a comfortable life as a slave-holding landowner in Virginia, one of Britain’s thirteen American colonies. Like so many of his fellow Americans, Washington resented the heavy-handed rule of the British Parliament that allowed them little say over their own affairs. In 1775, this resentment reached a crisis and the colonists fought the British for the right to rule themselves.

On 4 July 1776, Washington was one of the American leaders who signed the famous Declaration of Independence. It opens with these words:
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We hold these truths to be self-evident, that all men are created equal … [and have] certain unalienable Rights, that among these are Life, Liberty and the pursuit of Happiness.
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The American army, led by George Washington, finally forced the British to surrender in 1783. After another six years, here he was arriving to be sworn in as the first ever President of the United States of America.

The artist has shown this as a scene of joy, pride and hope but, as you will see, there were darker currents running through the new nation. The Declaration of Independence promised freedoms but they were not for everyone. Enslaved African Americans and women were not allowed to share in the freedoms. And Indigenous peoples would be forced to give up their lands to make way for the new nation.



The nation

Between 1783 and 1789, a group of wealthy men, who had been key in the Revolution, decided how the USA should be ruled. They became known as the ‘Founding Fathers’. They were all white and all men. Some were slaveholders. This influenced the rules they created. As well as this, they had to try to balance the desire of each state (i.e. former colony) to run its own affairs against the need for all thirteen states to gain strength by joining as one nation. They also knew that this new nation would want and need to grow.

By 1788, the Founding Fathers had agreed on the system of government for the USA. Here are some of its main features:



[image: ]

1. The Constitution

The rules stating how the country should be run were written down in ‘the Constitution’. All the states in the USA agreed to follow the rules in the Constitution. In case they had missed anything, the Founding Fathers allowed it to be amended (changed) later.

2. The Congress

This was made up of people elected from each state. It passed laws.

3. The President

The USA did not want a king. Instead there would be a president, elected every four years, who could propose or block laws. The President had to serve the people by looking after matters that affected the whole nation.

4. The Supreme Court

This court heard the nation’s most difficult law cases and could decide if new laws fitted with the Constitution.

5. The states

These were areas that were well-populated and had a settled form of government. They had their own government and governor, elected by people living in the state. They could make their own laws as long as they did not go against the Constitution (this was tested by the Supreme Court). State voters could also vote in national elections and send representatives to Congress. This allowed them to shape the laws made for the whole country.

6. The territories

These were areas of land without enough people or stability to become a state. Each territory was ruled by a territorial governor appointed by Congress. People living in a territory could not vote in national elections or send representatives to Congress until Congress and the President agreed to let them enter the Union as a full state.
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The people


White Americans

The painting on page 6 is filled with these. They or their forefathers had come to America from Britain or other parts of northern Europe. People could claim to be citizens of the USA if they were free, white and ‘of good character’. Voting rights were connected to owning property, but because most white people owned their own land, between 60 and 90 per cent of white males could vote in the USA. Women, non-citizens and enslaved people in the USA could not vote at all.



Native Americans

The painting shows a few of these. There were many Native American tribes and the Constitution accepted these as nations in their own right. Congress could make treaties with them.

White settlers in the territories often came into conflict with Indians whose lands they tried to farm. Indians could vote, but only if they paid US taxes. The US government made treaties to get access to Native American lands but these treaties usually favoured the USA and were often broken by the USA.

In the 18th and 19th centuries, Native Americans were usually referred to as ‘Indians’ by white Americans.



Black Americans

Just one black face appears in the painting, hidden in the top-right corner.

In 1789, the vast majority of the 694,000 African Americans (also called black Americans) lived as slaves in the Southern states. They had no right to vote.

The Founding Fathers considered banning slavery in the new USA. However, many were slaveholders themselves so they did not ban slavery in 1789. This decision caused enormous conflict in the next century and beyond.
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Enquiries

The book is largely taken up with five ‘enquiries’.
Each enquiry sets you a challenge in the form of an
overarching question.

The first two pages of the enquiry set up the
challenge and give you a clear sense of what you will
need to do to work out your answer to the main
question. You will find the instructions set out in ‘The
Enquiry’ box, on a blue background, as in this example.
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Record tasks

From that point, the enquiry is divided into three
sections. These match the bullet points shown in the
specification on page 3. You can tell when you are
starting a new section as it will start with a large
coloured heading like the one shown here. Throughout
each section there are ‘Record' tasks, where you will be
asked to record ideas and information that will help
you make up your mind about the overarching enquiry
question later on. You can see an example of these
‘Record' instructions here. They will always be in blue
text with blue lines above and below them.
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Review tasks

Each enquiry ends by asking you to review what you
have been learning and use it to answer the
overarching question in some way. Sometimes you
simply answer that one question. Sometimes you will
need to do two or three tasks that each tackle some
aspect of the main question. The important point is
that you should be able to use the ideas and evidence
you have been building up through the enquiry to
support your answer.
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Reflect tasks
At regular intervals we will set a ‘Reflect’ task to
prompt you to think carefully about what you are
reading. They will look like the example shown here.
These Reflect tasks help you to check that what you
are reading is making sense and to see how it connects
with what you have already learned. You do not need to
write down the ideas that you think of when you
‘reflect, but the ideas you get may help you when you
reach the next Record instruction.
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Closer looks

Between the enquiries you will find pages that provide
a ‘closer look’ at some aspect of the theme or period
you are studying. These will often give you a chance
to find out more about the issue you have just been
studying in the previous enquiry, although they may
sometimes look ahead to the next enquiry.

‘We may not include any tasks within these ‘closer
looks’ but, as you read them, keep thinking of what
they add to your knowledge and understanding. We
think they add some intriguing insights.
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