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Getting the most from this guide

This guide is designed to help you raise your achievement in your examination response to An Inspector Calls. It is written so that you can use it throughout your GCSE English Literature course: it will help you when you are studying the play for the first time and also during your revision.

The following features have been used throughout this guide to help you focus your understanding of the play.
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Target your thinking

A list of introductory questions labelled by Assessment Objective is provided at the beginning of each chapter to give you a breakdown of the material covered. They target your thinking in order to help you work more efficiently by focusing on the key messages.
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Build critical skills

These boxes offer an opportunity to consider some more challenging questions. They are designed to encourage deeper thinking, analysis and exploratory thought. Building and practising your critical skills in this way will give you a real advantage in the examination.
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GRADE FOCUS

It is possible to know a play well and yet still underachieve in the examination if you are unsure what the examiners are looking for. The GRADE FOCUS boxes give a clear explanation of how you may be assessed, with an emphasis on the criteria for gaining a Grade 5 and a Grade 8.
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REVIEW YOUR LEARNING

At the end of each chapter you will find this section to test your knowledge: a series of short, specific questions to ensure you have understood and absorbed the key messages of the section. Answers to the ‘Review your learning’ questions are provided in the final section of the guide (p. 101).

[image: ]




[image: ]

GRADE BOOSTER

Read and remember these pieces of helpful grade-boosting advice. They provide top tips from experienced teachers and examiners who can advise you on what to do, as well as what not to do, in order to maximise your chances of success in the examination.
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Key quotation

Key quotations are highlighted for you, so that if you wish you may use them as supporting evidence in your examination answers. Further quotations, grouped by characterisation, themes and key moments, can be found in the ‘Top ten’ section on page 93 of the guide.

All page references in this guide refer to the 1992 Heinemann edition of An Inspector Calls (ISBN 978-0-435232-82-5).

The Inspector: ‘We don’t live alone. We are members of one body…’ (p. 56).
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Introduction

Studying the text

You may find it useful to read sections of this guide when you need them, rather than reading it from start to finish. For example, the section on ‘Context’ can be read before you read the play itself, since it offers an explanation of relevant historical, cultural and literary background to the text. It is here that you will find information on aspects of Priestley’s life that influenced his writing, on the particular issues with which Priestley was concerned and on where the play stands in terms of the literary tradition to which it belongs.

As you work through the play, you may find it helpful to read the relevant ‘Plot and structure’ sections before or after reading a particular act or section of text. As well as a summary of events there is also commentary, so that you are aware of key events and features in each act of the play. Later, the sections on ‘Characterisation’, ‘Themes’ and ‘Language, style and analysis’ will help develop your thinking further, in preparation for written responses on particular aspects of the text.

Many students also enjoy the experience of being able to bring something extra to their classroom lessons in order to be ‘a step ahead of the game.’ Alternatively, you may have missed a classroom session or feel that you need a clearer explanation, and the guide can help you with this too.

An initial reading of the section on ‘Assessment Objectives and skills’ will enable you to make really effective notes in preparation for assessments, because you will have a clear understanding of what the examiners are looking for. The Assessment Objectives are what exam boards base their mark schemes on. In this section they are broken down and clearly explained.

Revising the text

Whether you study the play in a block of time close to the exam or much earlier in your GCSE English Literature course, you will need to revise thoroughly if you are to achieve the very best grade that you can.

You should first remind yourself of what happens in the play, and for this the section on ‘Plot and structure’ might be revisited in the first instance. You might then look at the ‘Assessment Objectives and skills’ section to ensure that you understand what the examiners are, in general, looking for.

‘Tackling the exams’ then gives you useful information on the exams and on question format, depending on which exam board specification you are following, as well as advice on the examination format, and practical considerations such as the time available for the question and the Assessment Objectives that apply to it.

Advice is also supplied on how to approach the question, writing a quick plan, and ‘working’ with the text. Focused advice on how you might improve your grade follows, and you need to read this section carefully.

You will find examples of exam-style responses in the ‘Sample essays’ section, with examiner comments in the margins so that you can see clearly how to move towards a Grade 5, and how then to move from a Grade 5 to a Grade 8. When looking at the sample answers, bear in mind that the way responses are assessed is similar (but not identical) across the boards. It is sensible to look online at the sample questions and materials from the particular board that you are taking, and to try planning answers to as many questions as possible. You might also have fun inventing and answering additional questions, since you can be sure that the ones in the sample materials will not be the ones you see when you open the exam paper!

This guide should help you to clarify your thinking about the play, but it is not a substitute for your thoughtful reading and discussion of An Inspector Calls. The guide should also help you consolidate your approach to writing well under the pressure of the examination. The suggestions in the guide can help you to develop habits of planning and writing answers that take the worry out of how you write, and so enable you to concentrate on what you write.

Remember: the examiners are not looking for set responses. You should not read this guide in order to memorise chunks of it, ready to regurgitate in the exam. Identical answers are dull. Instead, use the guide as a springboard to develop your own ideas. The examiners hope to reward you for perceptive thought, individual appreciation and varying interpretations. Try to show that you have engaged with the themes and ideas in the play and that you have explored Priestley’s methods with an awareness of the context in which he wrote. Above all, don’t be afraid to make it clear that you have enjoyed the play.

The play in performance

Finally, remember that An Inspector Calls was written to be seen, rather than read on the page only. You might be fortunate enough to see it as it was originally intended: on stage. But there are also some screen adaptations available: the 2015 BBC production, starring David Thewlis as the Inspector, is well worth watching, even though it does make considerable changes to Priestley’s original text. The 1954 adaptation, with Alastair Sim as the Inspector, now appears very dated, but is nonetheless worth watching as it is provides an additional context for your studies. You may also find other versions of the play online, and although each one adapts Priestley’s original, all preserve the essential message of the play: namely, that we have a moral duty to care for each other.

As you watch these versions of the play, and as you read and re-read An Inspector Calls (and this guide), do not forget that although the play was written to inform and to challenge the audience’s views, it was also intended to entertain. Regardless of whether you sympathise with Priestley’s views, few can doubt that it does just that, and this perhaps explains its ongoing popularity, in schools as well as with filmmakers and theatre directors. Do remember, however, that your examination is on the play, rather than on a film or television adaptation.

Enjoy referring to the guide and good luck with your examinations.
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