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Getting the most from this guide

This guide is designed to help you raise your achievement in your examination response to the ‘Power and Conflict’ poetry cluster in the AQA Anthology (Section B) and to the Unseen Poems (Section C). It is intended for you to use throughout your AQA GCSE English literature course. It will help you when you are studying the poems for the first time and also during your revision.

The following features have been used throughout this guide:
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Target your thinking

A list of introductory questions labelled by Assessment Objective is provided at the beginning of each chapter to give you a breakdown of the material covered. They target your thinking in order to help you work more efficiently by focusing on the key messages.
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Build critical skills

These boxes offer an opportunity to consider some more challenging questions. They are designed to encourage deeper thinking, analysis and exploratory. Building and practising your critical skills in this way will give you a real advantage in the examination.
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GRADE FOCUS

It is possible to know the poems well and yet still underachieve in the examination if you are unsure what the examiners are looking for. The GRADE FOCUS boxes give a clear explanation of how you may be assessed, with an emphasis on the criteria for gaining a Grade 5 and a Grade 8.
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REVIEW YOUR LEARNING

At the end of each chapter you will find this section to test your knowledge: a series of short, specific questions to ensure you have understood and absorbed the key messages of the section. Answers to the ‘Review your learning’ questions are provided in the final section of the guide (p. 109).
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GRADE BOOSTER

Read and remember these pieces of helpful grade-boosting advice. They provide top tips from experienced teachers and examiners who can advise you on what to do, as well as what not to do, in order to maximise your chances of success in the examination.
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Key quotation

Key quotations are highlighted for you, so that if you wish you may use them as supporting evidence in your examination answers. Further quotations can be found in the ‘Top quotations’ section on page 100 of the guide.

Look on my works, ye Mighty, and despair!
(l. 11)
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Glossary

The glossary boxes give explanations of difficult words in the poems. Technical terms that arise when discussing the poems are marked in bold and explained in the ‘Glossary of poetic terms’ on page 106.
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Introduction

Studying the Anthology poems

You may find it useful to read sections of this guide when you need them, rather than reading it from start to finish. You will probably want to begin by looking at the cluster of fifteen poems that you need to prepare for the examination, but your needs will be different depending on where you are in your literature course.

You may just want to begin by getting a feel for the poems and the issues they raise, or you may wish to focus on a particular poem or poems that you find especially interesting. Many students enjoy the experience of being able to bring something extra to their classroom lessons in order to be ‘a step ahead of the game’. Alternatively, you may have missed a classroom session on a particular poem or feel that you need a clearer explanation of a poem that has puzzled you – and the guide can help with this too.

An initial reading of the section on ‘Assessment Objectives and skills’ will enable you to make really effective notes in preparation for answering examination questions later. It is crucial that you understand the Assessment Objectives and that you know which ones you are going to be assessed on in the different parts of the examination. The AOs are what examination boards base their mark schemes on and in this section they are broken down and clearly explained.

Revising the poems

Whether you study the poems in a block of time close to the exam or much earlier in your literature course, you will need to revise thoroughly if you are to achieve the very best grade that you can.

You should first remind yourself of the key content of the poems and consider the effects created by structure and language. You might then look at the ‘Assessment Objectives and skills’ section to remind yourself of what the examiners are looking for in Section B, and then study carefully the ‘Tackling the exams’ section for Section B. This section gives you useful information on question format, as well as advice on the examination itself, and practical considerations such as the time available for the question and the Assessment Objectives that apply. There is advice on how to approach the question, writing a quick plan, and the importance of making comparisons.

You will find examples of graded responses in the ‘Sample essays’ section, with an examiner’s comments in the margins, so that you can see clearly how to move towards a Grade 5 and then how to move from a Grade 5 to a Grade 8.

Now that all examinations are ‘closed book’, the ‘Top quotations’ section will be an invaluable aid, in that it offers you the opportunity to learn short quotations to support points about key themes in the set poems. As a guide, one quotation is suggested for each poem, with a brief accompanying commentary to help you understand why quotations such as this could prove useful in your response.

Dealing with the Unseen poems

This guide also provides advice on how best to deal with Section C of the examination paper, in which you will face questions on two poems you have not previously studied. You will need to answer both questions so it is important to read the section on the Unseen poems (p. 72) carefully. In this section you will learn how to approach the questions with confidence, as well as planning and structuring your answers in order to achieve well in the examination. Again, graded sample examination responses exemplifying Grade 5 and Grade 8 responses are provided for both questions. Further examples of paired poems to use for practice are also included on page 104.

And finally…

When writing about poetry in both Section B and Section C, use this guide as a springboard to develop your own ideas. Remember: the examiners are not looking for set responses. You should not read this guide in order to memorise chunks of it, ready to regurgitate in the exam. Identical answers are dull. The examiners hope to reward you for perceptive thought, individual appreciation and varying interpretations. They want to sense you have:


•  engaged with the themes and ideas in the poems

•  explored the poets’ methods with an awareness of the context in which they wrote

•  been able to make thoughtful comparisons between these ideas and methods

•  and, of course, enjoyed this part of your literature course.



Enjoy referring to the guide, and good luck in your exam.
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