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Getting the most from this guide

This guide is designed to help you raise your achievement in your examination response to the ‘Love and Relationships’ poetry cluster in the AQA Anthology (Section B) and to the Unseen poems (Section C). It is intended for you to use throughout your AQA GCSE English literature course. It will help you when you are studying the poems for the first time and also during your revision.

The following features have been used throughout this guide:
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Target your thinking

A list of introductory questions is provided at the beginning of each chapter to give you a breakdown of the material covered. They target your thinking in order to help you work more efficiently by focusing on the key messages.
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Build critical skills

These boxes offer an opportunity to consider some more challenging questions. They are designed to encourage deeper thinking, analysis and exploration. Building and practising critical skills in this way will give you a real advantage in the examination.
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GRADE FOCUS

It is possible to know the poems well and yet still underachieve in the examination if you are unsure what the examiners are looking for. The GRADE FOCUS boxes give a clear explanation of how you may be assessed, with an emphasis on the criteria for gaining a Grade 5 and a Grade 8.
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REVIEW YOUR LEARNING

At the end of each chapter you will find this section to test your knowledge: a series of short, specific questions to ensure you have understood and absorbed the key messages of the chapter. Answers to the ‘Review your learning’ questions are provided in the final section of the guide (p. 104).
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GRADE BOOSTER

Read and remember these pieces of helpful grade-boosting advice. They provide top tips from experienced teachers and examiners who can advise you on what to do, as well as what not to do, in order to maximise your chances of success in the examination.
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Key quotation

Key quotations are highlighted for you, so that if you wish you may use them as supporting evidence in your examination answers. Further quotations can be found in the ‘Top quotations’ section on page 96 of the guide.

And love is proved in the letting go.

(Cecil Day Lewis, ‘Walking Away’, l. 20)
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Glossary

The glossary boxes give explanations of difficult words in the poems. Technical terms that arise when discussing the poems are marked in bold and explained in the ‘Glossary of poetic terms’ on page 102.
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